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Pu  ibo  Member*  0/  tho 

Hoofoty  o#  tho  Army  0/  th«  Ctaraborlawf. 

Gentlemen  : 

As  the  result  of  the  labors  of 
five  Publication  Committee  appointed  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society,  held  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  November  20  and  21, 
IS  72,  Volume  Sixth  of  oar  Society  Reports,  containing 
the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting,  is  here- 
with presented,  to  yon  for  your  acceptance.  Trusting  it 
may  meet  with  a  kindly  welcome,  we  close  the  Com- 
mittee's work. 

HE.YRY  M.    CIST. 
WM.  E.   MERRILL. 
H.    H.   jYEFF. 


Cincinnati,  March  31,    1873. 
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Sixth  Reunion, 


INTRODUCTORY. 

To.  the  Society  op  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  : 
Comrades ; 
Your  Local  Executive  Committee   appointed   to   make 
preparations  for  the  late  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Society,  held 
in  Dayton,  Ohio,  November  20  and  21, 1872,  respectfully^sub- 
mit  the  following 


■» 


REPORT. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  in  Detroit,  No- 
vember 15  and  16,  1871,  the  time  of  the  late  meeting  was 
fixed  for  September  19  and  20, 1872. 

After  mature  consideration,  and  for  good  and  sufficient 
reasons,  the  Local  Executive  Committee  determined  to  change 
the  time  of  meeting  to  November  20  and  21,  1872. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  1872,  the  Local  Executive  Committee 
issued  the  following  circular  notice  : 


Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


Headquarters,  Local  Executive  Committee, 

Dayton,  Ohio,  July  16,  1872. 
Comrade:  You  are  hereby  respectfully  notified  that  the  Local 
Executive  Committee,  for  reasons  that  will  be  fully  explained  at 
the  meeting,  have  postponed  the  time  of  the  next  Annual  Eeunion 
from  the  19th  and  20th  of  September,  1872,  to  the  20th  and  21st 
of  November,  1872,  at  which  time  you  are  cordially  invited  to  be 
present. 

You  are  earnestly  requested  to  notify  the  Committee  of  your 
purpose  of  attending  the  coming  meeting,  to  the  end  that  all  nec- 
essary preparations  may  be  made  for  making  this  one  of  the  most 
happy  and  glorious  reunions  of  the  Society  of  the  Grand  Old  Army 
of  the  Cumberland. 

Eespectfully, 

T.  J.  WOOD, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A. 

O.  C.  MAXWELL, 

Brevet-Brigadier  General  U.  S.  Vols. 

WILLIAM  EAENSHAW. 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Vols. 

A  copy  of  this  notice  was  sent  to  every  member  of  the 
Society,  some  twelve  hundred  in  number;  and  several  hun- 
dred distributed  to  comrades  of  other  armies,  and  to  distin- 
guished gentlemen  who  had,  in  civil  life,  signalized  their  de- 
votion to  the  country. 

The  Local  Executive  Committee  invite  attention  to  the 
prevalent  neglect  of  comrades  to  signify  their  intention  of 
attending  the  Reunions.  Much  embarrassment  is  caused  by 
the  failure  of  comrades  to  respond  to  the  usual  circular  notice. 
This  statement  is  made  in  the  hope  of  removing  this  cause  of 
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embarrassment  out  of  the  path  of  Local  Executive  Committees 
charged  with  the  onerous  duty  of  making  preparation  for 
future  Reunions  of  the  Society. 

The  interest  generally  felt  in  the  late  great  political  cam- 
paign prevented  the  making  of  specific  arrangements  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Society,  until  after  the  5th  of  November,  1872. 

A  call  was  then  issued,  by  the  Local  Executive  Com- 
mittee requesting  the  citizens  of  Dayton  to  aid  them  in  the 
necessary  preparations,  and  the  Local  Executive  Committee 
hero  return  thanks  for  the  aid  thus  received,  both  in  the  form 
of  money  contributions  and  personal  assistance. 

Several,  public  meetings  were  held,  and  committees,  con- 
sisting of  ex-soldiers  and  generous  and  patriotic  citizens,  were 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  various  departments  of  prep- 
arations. 

Committees. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 

General  T.  J.  Wood,  General  0.  C.  Maxwell, 

Chaplain  Wm.  Earnsiiaw. 

Reception  Committee. 
Mayor  AV*m.  II.  Sigman,  James  McDaniel, 

Jas.  K.  Young,  Hon.  Samuel  Craiohead, 

Captain  J.  C.  Staley,  Dr.  Joseph  Greulich, 

Hon.  1).  A.  IIaynes,  Arthur  C.  Hay, 

Hon.  L.  B.  Gunckel,  Hon.  J.  A.  Jordan, 

Major  P.  O'Connell. 
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Banquet  Committee. 

Major  W.  D.  Bickham,  E.  C.  Anderson, 

L.  P.  Thompson,  Captain  Philip  Harman, 

Captain  Charles  Newbold,        W.  II.  Pritz, 
Major  Fielding  Loury,  E.  E.  Dickey, 

A.  B.  Irwin,       .  Captain  Harry  Hall, 

Charles  Harries. 

Decoration  Committee. 

Colonel  E.  F.  Brown,  John  O'Kell, 

Captain  D.  F.  Giddenger,  Captain  Philip  Leonard, 

Charles  E.  Mead,  Charles  Gillis, 

William  Gill,  Harry  Lowe, 

Captain  II.  Dornbush,  Captain  A.  Kneciit, 

Thomas  Hale,  Eupus  J.  King, 
William  M.  Seely. 

Music  Committee. 

Major  S.  B.  Smith,  Captain  Peter  Weidner, 

Captain  W.  II.  Lough. 

Finance  Committee. 
William  P.  Callahan,  Captain  August  Beciierer, 

Dr.  E.  Brundrett,  C.  IIerchelrode, 

Captain  Samuel  Davies,  Colonel  M.  P.  Nolan, 

IT.  E.  Parrott,  D.  W.  Iddings, 

Dennis  Dwyer,  George  L.  Phillips, 

Railroad  Transportation  Committee. 

General  W.  F.  Martin,  J.  II.  Weller, 

B.  F.  IIargrave. 

Printing  Committee. 
Captain  Ashley  Brown,  Captain  O.  M.  Gottsciiall. 
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"  Music  Hall,"  a  new  and  elegant  edifice,  adorned  in  the 
highest  style  of  architectural  art,  was  kindly  placed  by  its 
managers  at  the  service  of  the  Society  for  its  meetings. 

In  this  spacious  and  convenient  building,  to  whose  beau- 
tiful, tasteful,  and  appropriate  architectural  adornments  the 
precious  memorials  of  battle  and  military  service  added  a 
deeper  and  more  sublime  interest,  the  Society  held  its  meet- 
ings on  the  20th  and  21st  of  November,  1872. 

The  ceutral  branch  of  the  nation's  homes  for  disabled 
volunteer  soldiers,  is  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Dayton.     This  i 

fact,  unquestionably,  exercised  a  large  influence  in  fixing  the 

late  meeting  at  this  place. 

i 

The  resident  manager,  Hon.  L.  B.  Guuckel,  and  the 
officers  immediately  in  charge  of  the  Home,  supported  by  the  (       \ 

warworn  and  disabled  veterans,  extended  an  invitation  to  the 
members  of  the  Society  to  visit  the  Home  in  a  body  on  the  I 

second  day  of  the  Society's  meeting,  have  a  grand  reception, 
hold  a  business  meeting,  and  then  partake  of  a  collation  pro- 
vided by  the  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  which 
.    exists  at  the  Home. 

At  nine  and  a  half  o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  November 
21,  1872,  in  carriages  provided  by  the  Committee  on  Trans- 
portation, the  members  of  the  Society  were  conveyed,  in  a 
body,- to  the  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers. 

The  reception  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  by  the 
officers  and  inmates  of  this  noble  foundation — so  worthy  of 
a  great  nation's  gratitude  to  its  noble  defenders — was  most 
cordial  and  hearty — all  that  the  most  fastidious  could  ask. 
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After  the  cordial  and  soul-stirring  reception,  followed  an 
interesting  business  meeting  ;  and  then  came  an  ample  col- 
lation, which  was  partaken  of  by  all. 

The  Local  Executive  Committee  indulge  the  pleasing 
hope  that  this  attracti  ve  incident  of  the  late  Annual  Reun- 
ion— an  episode  entirely  different  from  what  has  occurred  at 
any  former  meeting  of  the  Society — will  not  soon  be  for- 
gotten by  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  participate  in  its 
pleasures. 

The  exercises  at  the  Soldier's  Home  being  concluded,  at 
the  close  of  the  autumn  day,  the  members  of  the  Society  re- 
turned to  the  city  to  take  part  in  the  last,  the  brightest,  most 
festive  act  of  the  late  meeting — the  banquet. 

The  parquette  of  the  Music  Hall  had  been  boarded  over, 
to  make  ample  arrangements  for  the  comfortable  and  hos- 
pitable entertainment  of  attendant  guests.  Long  tables, 
loaded  with  the  most  inviting  viands,  solicited  consumption. 
A  large  and  compact  audience  of  intelligent  and  elegant  cit- 
izens, lent  attraction  to  the  splendid,  almost  fairy  scene  ;  soft, 
sweet  music,  dispensed  by  the  United  States  band,  from  New- 
port Barracks,  added  attraction  ;  eloquence,  wit,  sentiment, 
poetry — all  spread  enchantment  over  the  gorgeous  scene. 

After  the  generous  entertainment,  tit  to  tempt  the  palates 
of  the  gods,  had  been  amply  partaken  of,  the  knell  of  the 
Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland was  rung  out,  and  the  Society  was  adjourned  to  meet 
again,  in  Pittsburg,  next  year. 
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Your  Local  Executive  Committee  trust  the  last  meeting 
was  instructive,  beneficial,  improving.  It  is  their  fond  hope 
that  many  more  such  will  occur. 

T.  J.  WOOD, 

3Iajor- General  U.  S.  A. 
0.  0.  MAXWELL, 
Brevet- Brigadier  General  Z7.  S.  Vols. 
WILLIAM  EARJSrSIIAW, 

Chaplain  U.  S.  Vols. 
Dayton,  Ohio,  November  22, 1872. 


Minutes. 


Music  Hall,  Dayton,  0.,  Wednesday,  November  20,  1872. 


MORNING  SESSION. 

By  the  order  of  adjournment  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Re- 
union, the  18th  of  September,  1872,  was  designated  as  the 
time  for  the  Sixth  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland. 

Upon  due  consideration  of  the  very  general  iuterest  in 
the  Presidential  campaign,  and  having  the  welfare  of  the 
Society  at  heart,  the  Local  Executive  Committee  for  1872, 
deemed  it  expedient  to  postpone  the  reunion  to  the  20th  and 
21st  of  November,  1872,  and  issued  the  following  notice  and 
invitation  to  the  members  : 

Dayton,  Ohio,  July  16,  1872. 
Comrade : 

You  are  hereby  respectfully  notified  that  the  Local  Executive 

Committee  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  have,  for 

reasons  which  will  be  given  at  the  meeting,  changed  the  time  from 
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the  19th  and  20th  days  of  September,  to  the  20th  and  21st  days  of 
November,  1872,  at  which  time  you  are  cordially  invited  to  be 
present  and  participate  in  the  business  and  festivities  of  the  Re- 
union. 

The  members  of  other  army  societies  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend. 

No  effort  will  be  spared  by  the  Local  Executive  Committee,  to 
make  this  one  of  the  largest  and  happiest  Reunions  of  our  glorious 
old  army.  An  early  answer  is  requested,  that  all  arrangements 
may  be  perfected. 

T.  J.  WOOD, 
Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
O.  C.  MAXWELL, 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  U.  S.  V. 
WM.  EARNSHAW, 

Chaplain  U.  8.  V. 

Committee. 

In  pursuance  of  said  notification,  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  met  at  headquarters  designated  by  the 
Local  Executive  Committee,  at  the  Phillips  House,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  November,  1872,  at  nine  o'clock,  a.  m., 
and  from  thence,  led  by  the  Garrison  band  of  Newport, 
Kentucky,  marched  to  the  Music  Hall,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  General  T.  J.  Wood, 
Chairman  of  the  Local  Executive  Committee. 

The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Chaplain 
Thomas  T.  Vanhorne. 

General  "W.  S.  Rosecrans,  President  of  the  Society,  be- 
ing absent,  General  0.  C.  Maxwell,  senior  Vice-President, 
presided. 
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Major  W.  H.  Sigman,  Mayor  of  Dayton,  was  introduced, 
and  welcomed  the  Society  to  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  the 
following  address : 

Gentlemen^  composing  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland: 
Soldiers  of  that  Grand  Old  Army,  the  record  of  ivhose  valorous  deeds 
now  fills  the  brightest  pages  of  our  Nation's  Military  History  : 

Mine  is  the  pleasing  duty  to-day,  to  appear  before  you,  as  the 
representative  of  the  citizens  of  Dayton,  for  them  and  in  their 
name  to  welcome  you  to  our  city.  Mine  is  the  proud  honor  to 
speak  in  behalf  of  the  forty  thousand  people  of  this  city,  and 
figuratively  take  by  the  hand,  and  tender  the  freedom  of  the  place, 
for  them,  to  you,  the  now  present  representatives  of  that  gallant 
army,  whose  name  is  written,  in  the  blood  of  fallen  comrades,  on  the 
fields  of  Perry  ville,  Stone  Eiver,  Chickamaugua,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Mission  Ridge,  Eesaca,  Kenesaw,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Jones- 
boro,  Bentonville,  Franklin,  Nashville ;  and  on  scores  of  others, 
which  I  need  not  recall,  their  names  are  inscribed  upon  your  bullet- 
riddled  banners  ;  and  the  fact  that  these  names,  to-day,  can  scarcely 
bo  deciphered  upon  their  tattered  folds,  only  instances  the  more 
fully  how  long  and  how  bravely  they  were  borne  before  the  face 
of  the  foe,  and  how  much  this  people,  and  all  others  of  this  great 
land,  owe  to  that  army — how  much  you  deserve  this  welcome,  and 
how  much  greater  the  honor  I  must  feel  it  is  to  me,  to  be  allowed 
to  extend  it  to  you. 

But  we  welcome  you,  not  only  as  gallant  defenders  of  the  im- 
periled liberties  of  your  country :  you  are  here  with  us,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  many  great  States  and  important  cities  of  this  Union  ; 
as  such  too,  we  welcome  you.  You  have  come  here  as  a  band  of 
brothers,  with  noblo  and  elevated  purposes  in  view.  The  view  to 
rekindle  and  keep  alive  in  the  heart  the  old  fires  of  friendship,  and 
that  kindred  sympathy  which  grew  up  "  in  those  days  that  tried 
mens'  souls."  In  the  words  of  your  constitution,  you  have  as- 
sembled   here  "to   perpetuate  the   memory  of  the  fortunes   and 
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achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  to  preserve  an 
unanimity  of  loyal  sentiment,  and  a  kind  and  cordial  feeling." 
Therefore,  do  I,  on  the  part  of  this  people,  bid  you  God-speed  in 
your  labors — may  your  efforts  be  blessed  ;  and  may  you  be  vouch- 
safed many  more  happy  Reunions  here  on  earth,  before  you  are 
summoned  to  answer  the  long-roll  that  calls  to  the  world  above, 
and  the  final  Reunion  there. 

I  must,  however,  not  forget  that,  meeting  with  you  here  to- 
day your  invited  guests — the  distinguished  representatives  of  our 
other  armies,  both  of  the  East  and  the  West — to  you  gentlemen 
also,  I  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  in  a  no  less  cordial, 
hearty,  and  sincere  manner,  bid  you  welcome  to  our  city. 

It  is  not,  in  making  this  welcoming  address,  my  province  to 
recount  the  valorous  deeds  of  your  old  army — to  follow  its  course, 
as  in  a  blaze  of  glory  it  bore  the  starry  banner  of  the  Union 
through  storm  and  shine,  through  smoke  and  fire,  through  danger 
and  death ;  where  bullets  fell  like  hail ;  where  comrades  bit  the 
dust,  and  are  now  sleeping,  nameless  corner-stones  of  the  redeemed 
Union.     Mine  is  not  the  province  to  recall  to  your  minds  even  the 
distinguished  of  the  martyred  hosts,  who  went  down  before  the 
relentless  fire  of  the  foe ;  nor  yet  to  speak  in  studied  phrase  of  those 
who,  escaping  the  dangers  of  the  conflict,  have  since  died  peace- 
fully surrounded  by  their  families,  and  now — no  less  honored — 
sleep  the  silent  sleep  of  death  in   our  home  cemeteries.      But  I 
would  be  recreant   and  remiss  in  my  duty  to  you,  to  this  people 
whom  I  represent,  and  to  my  own  impulses  and  sentiments,  were 
I  to  pass  in  silence  by  the  name  of  the  former  occupant  of  that 
chair,  and  without  expressing  heartfelt  sorrow  that  he  is  not  to-day 
here  with  us.     Need  I  say  whom  I  mean?     Need  I  mention  his 
name? — he  who,  like  the  Chevalier  Bayard,  was  "without   fear 
and  without  reproach  " — he  whose  name  is  so  much  a  part  of  his 
country's  glory,  that  to  write  its  history  without  it,  would   be  to 
mar  its  interest  and  dim  its  brightest  pages.     "What  is  there,  how- 
ever, that  I  can  say,  or  any  one  can  tell,  that  will  add  to  the  love 
of  the  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland  for  this  man? — proudly  a  man — 
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one  the  like  of  whom  shall  not  Boon  again  be  seen — he  so  well- 
known  for  his  modesty,  his  calmness,  his  kindness,  his  ability,  his 
untiring  energy  and  endurance,  his  valor,  and  his  disinterested 
and  undying  patriotism — this  beau  ideal  of  a  soldier  and  a  man — 
General  George  II.  Thomas — the  special  one  of  the  very  few 
men,  whom  the  "boys"  really  loved  and  delighted  to  follow  and 
obey.  The  bulwark  of  the  Western  Army ;  he  who  struck  the 
blow  at  Nashville  so  fatal  to  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  and 
contributing  to  and  hastening  in  no  small  degree  to  the  final  suc- 
cess in  the  East.  The  man  who,  at  Chicamauga,  snatched 
victory  from  the  very  jaws  of  defeat.  He,  who  while  his  legions 
grew  Binullcr  day  by  day,  ever  left  a  mark  upon  the  foe,  the  bloody 
traced  of  which  told  that  he  had  been  there.  The  man  who,  when 
victor}-  had  finally  perched  upon  our  standard,  and  government,  no 
longer  seeing  the  necessity  of  armies,  had  sent  the  soldiers  back 
to  peaceful  pursuits,  separating  the  commander  and  his  columns, 
Waa  the  almost  constant  theme  of  those  who  had  been  under  him. 
Not  a  man  of  that  old  Army  who  has  not  constantly  since  then 
recalled  to  mind  and  mentioned  the  name  and  some  noble  action 
of  "  Pap  Thomas."  And  never  has  it  been  spoken  by  any,  save  to 
honor  and  to  praise.  He  it  was  whom  you  first  called  to  the  Pres- 
idency of  this  Society,  which  place  he  filled  for  over  three  years  : 
and  then,  on  the  28th  day  of  March,  1870,  when  peace  had  long 
reigned  supreme  in  the  land ;  after  he,  the  servant,  had  seen  his 
work  ;  after  ho  had  heared  the  nation  applaud  ;  after  he  had  heard 
the  Master  say  "  well  done," — "  He  who  doeth  all  things  well  "  called 
the  great  chieftain,  the  hero  of  an  hundred  hard-fought  battles, 
home.  He  called  him  from  the  troubles  and  turmoils  of  this  life — 
which  to  him  had  been  a  stormy  one — to  abide  by  the  placid 
waters  in  that  realm — 

" whose  dust  is  gold, 

And  pavement  stars." 

IFo  wont  down  to  a  grave  bedewed  by  the  tears  of  a  nation : 
revered,  loved,  honored,  deeply  cherished — never  to  be  forgotten — 
tho  country's  brightest  and  best 

"One  of  tho  few,  the  immortal  names, 

"That  were  not  born  to  die." 
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Begging  your  pardon  for  this  digression,  and  leaving  further 
consideration  of  these  special  objects  of  love  and  interest,  to  your- 
selves and  to  your  orator  this  evening,  I  close  by  saying  to  you, 
gentlemen,  that  we,  the  people  of  this  city,  appreciate  in  no  small 
degree,  the  compliment  you  have  paid  us,  in  selecting  it  from 
among  so  many  others,  as  the  point  at  which  to  hold  your  deliber- 
ations at  this  time ;  and  I  assure  you  that  it  will  be  our  grand 
object  and  aim  to  so  deport  ourselves  toward  you  during  your  stay 
with  us,  as  to  convince  you  that  our  welcome  is  not  a  mere  matter 
of  empty  words,  and  to  so  conduce  to  your  pleasure  and  happiness 
as  to  induce  you  soon  to  return  again.  Once  more,  then,  I  bid 
you, one  and  all,  welcome — thrice  welcome;  and  tender  and  extend 
to  you  the  hospitalities  and  freedom  of  our  city. 

The  welcome  was  accepted  by  the  Society  with  thanks. 

In  response  to  the  call  of  the  presiding  officer,  the  Secre- 
tary then  read  letters  from  the  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  War,  General  Sherman, 
and  other  distinguished  citizens  and  soldiers. 

A  motion  was  offered  and  adopted,  that  said  letters  be 
made  part  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
for  1872. 

The  following  communication  from  the  National  Asylum 
for  disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary  : 

Dayton,  O.,  November  20,  1872. 

To  the  Resident  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure,  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
the  Governor  and  Officers,  and  the  disabled  veterans  of  the  Central 
Branch  of  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers,  to 
tender  you  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  thona,  at  their  Home,  located 
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three  miles  west  of  this  city.     Assuring  you,  in  case  you  are  pleased 
to  accept  the  invitation,  of  a  hearty  welcome, 
I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  B.  GUNCKEL, 
One  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

General  II.  M.  Cist  moved  that  the  invitation  be  ac- 
cepted. 

The  motion  carried. 

In  response  to  calls  from  the  Society  for  speeches,  General 
JosEPn  Hooker  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

I  am  sincerely  thankful  to  all  of  you  for  the  kindness  with 
which  you  have  received  my  name.  I  have  no  ambition  for  public 
speaking,  and  never  set  myself  up  as  a  talker;  but  I  am  really  glad 
to  see  my  old  comrades  here.  I  hope  I  may  see  them  here  a  thou- 
sand years  hence,  and  looking  as  well  as  they  do  now.  I  read  in 
Byron,  years  ago,  a  declaration  of  his  that  he  would  rather  receive 
a  nod  from  an  American  than  a  snuff-box  from  an  emperor.  That 
is  the  relation  I  hold  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  A  recog- 
nition from  them  is  of  more  value  than  an  ovation  from  any  other 
army  I  ever  belonged  to — not  that  I  wish  to  depreciate  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  in  any  way,  for  in  resolution,  valor,  fidelity  to  the 
Government,  they  were  in  no  way  inferior  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland;  the  only  difference  being  in  the  character  of  their 
chiefs.  In  our  army  our  chief  received  his  commission  from 
Heaven.  In  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  their  commissions  have 
date  no  further  off  than  Washington. 

In  my  opinion,  our  commander  resembled  in  character  the 
great  Emperor  of  Prussia,  whose  uniform  success  in  the  war  against 
the  French  has  amazed  the  world,     lie  impressed  his  character 
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upon  the  whole  of  his  people,  citizens  and  soldiers.  Various  au- 
thors ascribe  this  to  superior  arms,  more  perfect  organization  and 
greater  numbers  ;  but  to  my  mind  these  facts  are  insufficient  to 
explain  his  unrivaled  success.  We  must  look  for  that  in  moral 
courage — and  the  same  is  also  true  of  our  great  chief,  General 
Thomas.  In  Prussia,  the  dishonest  man  is  the  exception,  and  such 
a  thing  as  rings  are  not  heard  of  there.  Unless  this  evil  is  remedied 
in  this  country,  it  will  soon  go  to  the  devil.  But,  gentlemen,  in  the 
joy  of  our  meeting,  in  our  exultations,  I  must  not  forget  my  duty  to 
others.  There  are  numbers  behind  me  that  you  desire  to  see  and 
hear,  and  I  am  admonished  to  retire. 

General  Jeff.  C.  Davis  declined  with  the  remark  that  a 
great  deal  of  business  awaited  the  attention  of  the  Society, 
and  the  promise  of  a  speech  before  the  session  closed. 

General  August  Willich  said  : 

I  thank  you  for  the  compliment;  but  I  think  I  am  called  out 
because  you  know  I  can  not  make  a  speech.  I  am  happy  to  be 
with  you,  and  hope  we  may  have  many  pleasant  Reunions. 

Governor  ISToyes  responded : 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  your  Committee  for  the  pleas- 
ure of  being  present  at  this  Army  Reunion.  I  never  belonged  to 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and,  of  course,  am  not  a  member  of 
your  Society ;  but  I  shall  always  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
of  being  with  you.  We  Ohio  soldiers  are  very  glad  to  meet  our 
distinguished  comrades  from  abroad.  You  are  welcome  to  our  city 
and  State.  You  are  welcome,  not  only  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland — not  only  soldiers  of  all  armies,  but  all  people,  without 
distinction  of  party  or  creed.  We  are  heartily  glad  to  see  you 
here  on  this  occasion.  We  can  never  be  indifferent  to  your  pros- 
perity and  happiness.     My  friends,  as  the  years  go  silently  and 
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speedily  by,  our  members  are  growing  smaller  one  by  one ;  our 
comrades  of  the  various  armies  are  falling  away.  It  seems  to  me 
that  wo  who  remain  come  closer  together  year  after  year.  All  the 
little  differences  and  prejudices  which  pervaded  our  armies  through- 
out the  war,  were  forgotten  and  buried  in  oblivion  forever.  We 
remember  now  only  that  we  were  soldiers  together  ;  that  we  fought 
for  a  good  cause,  and  that  we  nobly  triumphed  together. 

I  desire  hero,  and  always,  to  enter  my  solemn  protest  against 
that  construction  of  our  conduct  which  makes  it  appear  that  we 
meet  to  revive  bitter  memories  against  those  who  fought  against  us. 
We  come  only  as  friends,  who  marched  and  fought  and  conquered 
and  Buffered  together ;  we  come  to  touch  our  hearts  once  more,  as 
wo  did  during  the  stormy  years  of  civil  war  ;  we  come  to  get  nearer, 
to  remember  that  half-million  of  comrades  who  are  sleeping  in 
bloody  graves,  who  died  that  our  country  might  live.  Is  it  possible 
that  we  do  wrong?  Is  it  possible  that  such  meetings  of  old  com- 
rades and  friends  could  keep  alive  memories  which  it  is  better  [ 
we  ahould  forget?  No,  no!  This  thing,  I  venture  to  assert — that 
those  Southern  soldiers  who  fought  against  the  country  during  four 
years  of  war,  have  no  better  and  more  generous  friends  on  earth 
than  the  Union  army.  We  desire  nothing  but  their  happiness 
and  their  prosperity.  We  would  give  them  every  right.  We 
would  go  beyond  this.  We  would  be  generous  and  kind  and  char- 
itable to  them;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  so  far  from  keeping  alive 
hostilities  and  bitterness,  such  meetings  as  these  are  calculated  to 
warm  our  hearts,  to  enliven  our  patriotism,  to  enlist  our  sympathy, 
to  make  us  better  citizens,  better  patriots.  Is  it  not  so?  And.  if 
this  be  true,  do  not  our  gatherings  subserve  a  higher  purpose 
than  even  our  personal  enjoyment?  I  hope  you  may  have  a  good 
^ime  while  you  are  here,  and  will  carry  to  your  homes  pleasant 
memories  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Dayton,  and  the  hospitality  of  , 
the  State  of  Ohio. 
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General  James  D.  Morgan  answered  to  calls  : 

Soldiers,  as  a  rule,  are  not  talkers ;  but  there  is  a  word  or  two  I 
would  like  to  say,  and  that  is,  I  think  that  among  the  list  of  good 
things  growing  out  of  the  war,  is  the  organization  of  different  army 
societies.  It  is  right  and  proper  that  men  who  suffered  so  long  to- 
gether should  form  themselves  after  the  war  into  societies  to  keep 
up  that  strong  friendship  formed  by  the  war.  Another  good  thing 
growing  out  of  our  meeting  is,  that  it  tends  to  Americanize  us  all. 
We  went  to  the  war  from  all  parts  of  the  country ;  Ave  came  back 
and  are  here  as  comrades  representing  all  the  different  States. 
Before,  we  almost  forgot  our  country ;  we  were  sectional ;  we  got 
the  idea,  somehow,  that  all  the  patriotism  was  peculiar  to  our  dif- 
ferent States.  We  soon  learned,  however,  that  patriotism  was  com- 
mon to  all ;  not  only  to  our  side,  but  to  those  who  are  opposed  to 
us.  It  is  right  and  proper  that  we  should  meet  here  and  congrat- 
ulate ourselves  upon  the  results  of  that  great  struggle. 

General  Alexander  McDowell  McCook  responded: 

My  heart  always  warms  up  when  I  meet  soldiers — men  who 
have  gone  through  the  trials  of  war,  and  have  distinguished  them- 
selves as  have  those  who  belonged  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
As  a  citizen  of  Dayton,  I  offer  you  a  hearty  welcome.  I  hope  this 
Reunion  and  the  friendship  we  formed  on  the  field  will  continue. 

General  Durbin  Ward  spoke  as  follows: 

I  do  not  propose  to  make  a  speech  to-day,  but  allow  me  to  say 
this :  We  are  in  no  danger  of  forgetting  the  scenes  through  which 
we  passed  when  those  tattered  flags  were  new.  They  are  im- 
printed on  our  memories  forever.  We  arc  in  danger  of  forgetting 
the  friendship  we  formed;  and  while  it  is  very  agreeable  to  look 
back,  I  hope  we  will  continue  to  recollect  those  scenes.  We  should 
not  forget  that  the  great  duty  of  the  American  citizen  is  to  turn  his 
iace  to  the  future.     We  have  ceased  to  be  soldiers ;  we  are  now 
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citizens;  and  onoof  the  greatest  advantages  in  this  meeting  is  that 
while  wo  may  differ  in  politics  and  in  business  engagements,  we 
arc  still  together  in  lovo  of  country,  which  swells  up  in  our  hearts. 
And  this  is  the  great  value  of  this  meeting.  It  is  to  kindle  anew 
upon  tho  altar  of  our  hearts  tho  fire  of  patriotism,  with  the  resolu- 
tion that,  as  citizens,  wo  will  perform  our  duty  as  faithfully  as  we 
tried  to  do  when  we  defended  tho  banner  of  our  country. 

Gkxbbal  Alphbus  8.  "Williams,  being  called  upon,  made  a 
few  remarks  indorsing  tho  sentiments  uttered  by  Governor 
Nora  in  bis  speech. 

Gkkbral  Gates  P.  Thurston  said : 

I  happen  to  bo  on  the.  stage  to-day  merely  from  the  fact  that 
I  am  ono  of  tho  vice-presidents  of  our  Society,  and  I  am  quite  at 
a  loss  for  a  response  to  your  kind  demand,  which  is  doubtless  ex- 
tended to  mo  by  my  old  townsmen  as  a  welcome  to  my  native  city. 

Seeing  General  Willich  on  the  stage  reminds  me  of  a  re- 
mark ho  once  made  when  we  were  down  in  rebeldom.  He  was 
hitting  ono  day  on  the  portico  of  a  fine  mansion  in  the  country  (the 
homo  of  a  rebel  family)  when  a  large  tree  near  by  came  down 
with  a  crash — felled  by  the  soldiers  for  fire-wood,  as  the  weather 
was  very  cold.  Whereupon  the  ladies  of  the  house  hurried  to  him 
and  begged  him  not  to  let  his  soldiers  cut  down  trees,  and  the  gen- 
eral replied,  in  his  pleasant  vernacular  :  "  Ladies,  dat  ish  vor  (war). 
If  you  not  liko  him,  what  for  you  make  him  ?"  And  so  I  must  say 
to  my  friends,  if  you  did  not  expect  to  be  disappointed  in  a  speech, 
you  should  have  had  discretion  enough  not  to  call  me  out. 

General  Nathan  Kimball  said  that  he  had  always  made 
it  a  point  since  the  war,  whenever  soldiers  came  together  for 
a  love-feast,  to  be  one  of  their  number. 

General  W.  D.  Whipple  spoke  briefly  of  his-  very  pleas- 
ant  association  with  General  Thomas. 
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General  P.  H.  Sheridan,  Senior  Vice-President  of  the 
Society,  having  arrived,  was  called  on  for  a  speech.  He  de- 
clined, and  having  assumed  the  chair  of  the  presiding  officer, 
announced  the  order  for  the  further  proceedings  of  the 
Society. 

On  motion  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  half-past 
two  o'clock  p.  M. 


Wednesday,  November  20,  1872,  2:30  P.  M. 
AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     General  P. 
H.  Sheridan  called  the  Society  to  order. 

The  presiding  officer  then  announced  the  following  Com- 
mittees : 

Committee  on  the  Time  and  Place  of  Next  Meeting: 

General  A.  S.  Williams,  Michigan. 
General  Gates  P.  Thurston,  Tennessee. 
General  B.  P.  Scribner,  Indiana.  .  f 

Colonel  C.  H.  Gano,  Ohio. 
■Captain  H.  H.  Tinker,  Ohio. 
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Committee  on  Memorials : 

General  T.  F.  Brown,  Illinois. 
General  G.  S.  Wormer,  Michigan. 
Chaplain  Wm.  Earnsiiaw,  Ohio. 

Committee  on  Publication : 

General  H.  M.  Cist,  Ohio. 
Colonel  H.  H.  Neff,  Indiana. 
Colonel  W.  E.  Merrill,  U.  S.  A. 

Committee  on  Oration  and  Alternate  : 

General  Nathan  Kimball,  Indiana. 
General  P.  Sidney  Post,  Illinois. 
General  T.  J.  Jordan,  Pennsylvania. 
Captain  E.  Buckingham,  Ohio. 
Captain  W.  E.  Crane,  Ohio. 

Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year : 

General  Charles  Cruft,  Indiana. 
General  W.  D.  Whipple,  U.  S.  A. 
General  J.  D.  Morgan,  Illinois. 
Colonel  David  Putnam,  Ohio. 
Colonel  P.  V.  Fox,  Michigan. 
Major  W.  E.  Standart,  Ohio. 
Lieutenant  George  H.  Devol,  Indiana. 

Major  C.  Bates  offered  a  motion  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Nomination  of  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  be  instructed 
by  the  Society  to  nominate  General  P.  II.  Sheridan  for 
President. 

The  motion  was  duly  seconded,  and  after  lively  discus- 
ion  was  withdrawn. 
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General  J.  S.  Fullerton,  Treasurer,  submitted  his  report, 
which  was  accepted. 

(See  Treasurer's  report.) 

General  Fullerton  reported  many  members  of  the  So- 
ciety in  arrears  for  dues,  and  asked  instructions  from  the 
Society. 

On  motion  of  Captain  H.  C.  Jones,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  he  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  report  to  the  Society  some  action  to  he  taken  in  reference  to 
members  in  arrears  for  dues. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  such  Committee  : 

Captain  H.  C.  Jones. 
General  Joseph  Hooker. 
General  Nathan  Kimball. 

The  Committee  on  Publication,  General  II.  M.  Cist, 
Chairman,  reported  the  records  published  and  delivered  to 
members. 

Report  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Plans  for  the  Monument  to  General 
G.  H.  Thomas,  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  Chairman,  asked  that 
the  report  be  postponed  until  the  next  day. 

The  time  for  the  report  was  extended  in  accordance  with 
the  request. 

The  Committee  on  Memorials,  in  absence  of  the  Chair- 
man, General  Theo.  F.  Brown,  Lieutenant  Geo.  II.  Devol 
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reported  the  death  of  the  following  members  of  the  Society 
during  the  past  year : 

General  C.  0.  Loomis. 
•    General  E.  F.  Schneider. 
Major  Augustus  Ward. 
Captain  James  Warnock. 
Captain  Jules  Montagnier. 

Memorials  will  be  reported  in  time  for  publication  in  the 
records  for  1872. 

The  Committee  on  the  Life  and  Services  of  Major-Gex- 
eral  George  H.  Thomas,  Chaplain  Thomas  T.  Vanhorne,  re- 
ported the  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  nearly 
ready  for  the  press,  and  progress  on  the  Life  and  Services  of 
General  Thomas,  and  asks  further  time. 

General  Gates  P.  Thurston  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution : 

"Whereas,  The  biography  of  General  Thomas  is  necessarily 
interwoven  with  the  history  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  writ- 
ten by  Chaplain  Vanhorne,  at  the  request  of  General  Thomas 
himself,  and  is  dependent  upon  the  history  for  suitable  illustration 
and  authentication ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Chaplain  Vanhorne  be  requested  to  publish 
the  biography  as  a  companion  volume  to  the  history,  and  thus  re- 
lieve the  Society  from  the  supervision  of  its  publication. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Society. 

General  Nathan  Kimball  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  constituted  the  custodian  of  the  property  of  the  Society 
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during  the  intervals  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  ;  and  he  is  here- 
by directed  to  have  said  property  at  all  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
Society. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Major  C.  Bates,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Dayton  be,  and  are  hereby,  re- 
spectfully invited  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  exercises  of 
this  Society;  and  that  all  citizens  of  Dayton  who  desire  to  be 
present  and  participate  with  the  Society  at  the  banquet  on  the 
evening  of  the  21st,  be  cordially  invited  to  do  so. 

On  motion  of  General  C.  II.  Grosvenor,  it  was 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Thomas  Monument 
Fund  be  retained,  with  power  in  each  State ;  committeeman  to  ap- 
point such  assistants  as  he  may  see  fit,  and  confer  upon  them  such 
powers  as  he  may  delegate. 

Resolved,  2.  That  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  1873,  the  same 
being  Decoration  Day,  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Oiimberland, 
acting  through  and  in  concert  with  the  duly  appointed  committee, 
.  make  a  combined  effort  throughout  the  United  States  to  raise  a 
fund  commensurate  with  the  grand  purpose  of  the  original  Thomas 
Monument  movement. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  mode  and  manner  of  raising  funds  at  the 
time  aforesaid  be  left  to  the  Committee  herein  provided  for. 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  several  Local  Committees  report  the 
amount  of  funds  raised,  with  draft  for  the  same,  to  the  State  Com- 
mittee, within  ninety  days  after  said  May  30,  1873. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  notice: 

Return  certificates  will  be  issued  by  Captain  O.  M.  Gotts- 
chall,  at  his  office,  in  Odd  Fellows'  Temple. 


Minutes.  $9 


duced  rates  over  their  lines : 

Cincinnati,  Hamilton  and  Dayton  Railroad. 

Dayton  and  Michigan  Railroad. 

Cleveland,  Sandusky  and  Cincinnati  Railroad. 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad. 

Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Railroad. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  at  7:30,  to 
hear  the  aunual  address  hy  General  T.  J.  Wood. 


30  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


Wednesday,  November  20th,  7:30  P.  M. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Society  met  at  the  Music  Hall  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, to  hear  the  annual  address. 

General  Sheridan  called  the  Society  to  order,  and  in- 
troduced the  orator  for  1872,  General  T.  J.  Wood.  After  the 
delivery  of  the  address, 

On  motion  of  General  J.  S.  Robinson,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  to  General  Wood  for  his  able  address. 

General  McDowell  was  called  out,  and  said : 

I  came  here  partially  because  this  Society  had  for  its  chiefest 
member  my  old  and  much  valued  friend,  General  George  II. 
Thomas  ;  for  another  reason,  because  it  was  held  in  my  native 
State  of  Ohio.  There  may  be  some  persons  in  this  assembly  who 
may  recollect  that  there  was  a  small  place  known  as  Franklinton. 
It  may  have  faded  out  of  existence  ;  it  may  have  been  absorbed  in- 
to the  adjoining  city  of  Columbus.  I  have  an  interest  in  all  per- 
sons born  in  Ohio ;  in  my  friend,  the  President  of  this  Society ; 
in  the  General  of  the  Arnry ;  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

General  Hooker  thanked  the  Society  for  calls  for  a 
speech,  and  for  the  preference  shown  him  over  other  gentle- 
men who  were  better  able  and  anxious  to  make  speeches. 
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General  Sheridan  responded  to  calls: 

I  find  myself  in  such  a  condition  that  I  can  make  the  same 
excuse  that  General  McDowell  made.  I  wish  to  make  one  in 
rcferenco  to  Ohio.  I  never  wTas  in  that  particular  part  of  the  State 
where  ho  was  born,  but  I  have  been  in  that  portion  of  the  State 
where  I  was  born,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  the  meanest,  hill- 
iost  country  I  havo  over  seen  in  my  life.  I  was  born  in  an  old 
town  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  I  assure  you  how  poor 
it  is  when  I  say  that  I  saw  a  new  house  standing  there  a  short  time 
ago,  and  it  was  the  first  house  built  there  for  thirty  years  previous. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  very  poor  soil  has  been  the  means  of 
producing  the  effect  spoken  of,  but  I  have  not  seen  it  produce  any- 
thing of  that  kind  myself.  They  raise  a  good  deal  of  tobacco 
where  I  was,  and  a  great  many  people  went  bare-footed  ;  and  I 
think  when  General  McDowell  made  these  remarks  about  this  i 

State,  in  which  he  feels  so  much  pride,  I  at  least  may  explain  some- 
thing about  the  State  down  where  I  came  from. 

General  P.  Sidney  Post  responded  : 

Now,  these  gentlemen  have  been  telling  you  Avhere  they  were 
born.  I  propose  to  tell  you  where  I  was  born  ;  1  was  born  in  Day- 
ton. That  is,  my  original  birth-place  was  in  New  York.  You 
have  all  heard  of  the  gentlemen  who  started  home  from  a  convivial 
supper,  who  suddenly  discovered  that  the  lamp-posts  were  intoxi- 
cated. One  jumped  up  and  hit  him.  That  person  could  not  have 
been  more  surprised  than  I  have  been  to-night.  I  discover  gentle- 
men here  to-night  making  speeches,  whom  I  never  knew  could 
make  speeches.  I  knew  they  could  fight,  but  I  never  knew  they 
could  make  a  speech  ;  and  lo  !  I  come  up  here  and  every  one  of 
them  comes  out  a  Demosthenes.  Now  I  suppose  I  was  called  out 
under  the  impression  that  their  example  inspired  me — as  though 
eloquence  was  like  the  horse- disease.  I  find  myself  poverty- 
stricken — totally  unable  to  express  the  pleasure  I  feel  in  meeting 
you  on  this  occasion.     The  last  time  I  saw  any  organized  body  of 
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the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  on  the  16th  day  of  November , 
18G-A — about  the  time  Hood's  rebel  army  was  fleeing  from  the  bat- 
tlefield at  Nashville.  My  heart  has  been  with  you,  although  sepa- 
rated from  you. 

General  Jeff.  0.  Davis  and  August  Willich  responded 
in  happy  remarks  to  calls  upon  them. 

After  which,  on  motion,  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet 
at  the  Soldier's  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers,  at  10 
o'clock  a.  m.,  November  21,  1872. 


£>ECOND    pyW'S    pROCEEDINQg. 


TJiursday,  Xovernber  22,  9  o'clock  A,  M. 

The  Society  met  at  Headquarters,  at  the  Phillips  House, 
and  from  thence  were  conveyed  in  carriages  to  the  Soldiers' 
Homo. 

At  Headquarters  of  the  Soldier's  Home,  the  Society  formed 
in  procession,  and  marched  to  the  Music  Hall. 

At  10:30  a.  m.  Colonel  Brown  called  the  Society  to  order. 

Honorable  L.  B.  Gunckle  was  introduced,  and  welcomed 
the  Society  in  the  following  address  : 

I  was  charged  hy  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Governor,  and 
officers,  and  the  disahled  veterans,  with  the  very  pleasant  duty  of 
bidding  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  welcome  to  this  National  Soldiers'  Home,  and  of  ex- 
tending to  them,  one  and  all,  its  freedom  and  its  hospitality.  But  my 
work  has  heen  anticipated.  The  veterans  have  done  it  themselves 
in  their  own  good  way.  They  have  spoken  "  welcome  "  from  the 
mouths  of  their  "brass  guns  ;  they  have  written  "  welcome  "  upon 
their  banners  and  upon  their  triumphal  arch  ;  they  emphasized 
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that  welcome  in  their  hearty  cheers  with  which  they  greeted  your 
entrance  into  the  hall ;  and  they  repeat  it  still  more  forcibly  and 
eloquently  in  their  thousand  joyous,  happy  faces  before  you  this 
morning.  It  is  a  soldiers'  welcome — a  welcome  from  soldiers  to 
soldiers. 

Some  traveler  tells  of  an  Asiatic  people  with  whom  it  is  the 
fashion,  when  a  native  invites  a  stranger  to  his  house,  to  tell  him 
all  about  the  household,  so  as  to  make  him  feel  acquainted  and  at 
home !  As  our  household  is,  at  least,  an  uncommon  one,  I  hope  I 
may  be  pardoned,  if  I  follow,  as  people  generally  do,  an  eastern 
fashion. 

This  Home  is  one  of  four — under  the  same  management.  The 
others  are  located — one  near  Augusta,  Maine,  a  second  near  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  and  a  third  one  near  Hampton,  Virginia.  The 
four  comprise  the  National  Asylum  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers, 
which  was  created  by  act  of  Congress,  and  is  supported  by  funds 
derived  from  fines,  stoppages,  forfeitures,  and  unclaimed  dues  in 
the  volunteer  service  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  This  is 
designated  the  Central  Asylum,  and  is  not  only  the  largest  in  the 
United  States,  but — and  I  speak  advisedly — the  largest  of  its  kind 
in  the  world.  It  was  located  here  a  little  over  five  years  ago.  It 
commenced  with  a  single  one-story  frame  building  and  thirty  in- 
mates ;  it  has  steadily  grown  until  the  buildings  number  sixty-nine, 
and  its  rolls  to-day  show  seventeen  hundred  inmates,  representing 
almost  every  loyal  State  and  every  regiment  in  the  volunteer 
service.  Of  these  nearly  three  hundred  have  lost  each  an  arm,  as 
many  more  each  a  leg ;  a  few  have  lost  both  arms,  and  a  few  both 
legs  ;  over  fifty  are  blind,  and  nearly  three  hundred  upon  hospital 
beds.  All  have  been  honorably  discharged  and  disabled  by  wounds 
received,  or  sickness  contracted,  in  the  service. 

We  desire  that  at  such  hour  as  may  suit  your  convenience  and 
pleasure,  you  will,  in  a  body,  visit  and  inspect  the  whole  institu- 
tion. We  want  you  to  go  to  the  hospital,  where  the  sick,  who  can 
not  come  to  you,  may  see  once  more  the  faces  of  those  whom  they 
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love  and  honor  ;  wo  want  you  to  see  our  church — a  church  without 
Hect  or  sectarianism — open  alike  to  Catholic  and  Protestant,  Jew 
and  Christian  ;  we  want  to  show  you  our  library  and  reading- 
room — an  interesting  f'oaturo  of  which  is  a  library  contributed  by 
the  old  soldiers  of  Gkoroe  II.  Thomas,  and  named  after  their  loved 
commander;  wo  want  you  to  see  our  school,  where  men  who  have 
lost  their  right  arm  learn  to  write  with  their  left,  and  are  prepared 
to  go  out  and  earn  an  honorable  livelihood  as  teachers,  book-keep- 
ers, telegraph  operators,  etc. ;  we  want  you  to  see  our  amusement 
hall  and  our  workshops,  for  wo  believe  in  work  as  well  as  play  ; 
wo  want  you  to  see  what  the  veterans  eat,  and  where  they  sleep, 
how  they  live,  and  all  that  has  been  done  for  their  spiritual  as 
well  as  physical  wants  ;  and  after  you  have  seen  all,  we  want  your 
counsel  and  advice — if  by  your  counsel  and  advice  you  can  show 
us  how  we  may  make  this  more  truly  a  home — how  we  may  make  ' 

these,  your  old  comrades,  more  comfortable  and  happy.  j 

Of  those  who  greet  you  to-day,  one-third   belonged   to   the  i 

Army  of  the   Cumberland;  and  their  empty  sleeves  and  maimed  * 

bodies  bear  honorable  testimony  to  their  valor  and  their  patriotism. 
They  have  put  upon  their  walls  the  battles  which  }rou  and  they  made 
immortal.  I  wish  I  could  put  there  also  the  love  they  bear  toward 
you — their  old  leaders — and  the  pride  and  gladness  with  which 
they  greet  you  here  to-day.  In  their  name — and  in  the  name  of 
tho  seventeen  hundred  veterans  of  this  Home — I  again  bid  you, 
one  and  all,  welcome — a  thousand  times  welcome  to  the  Dayton 
Soldiers'  Home. 

General  Sheridan  responded  in  behalf  of  the  Society  as 
follows : 

I  can  only  say,  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  how  gratified  we  all  feel  at  the  warn! 
reception  made  by  the  soldiers  of  all  the  armies  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  think  this  Society  has  ever  been  brought  so 
closely  to  a  recollection  of  the  war  as  it  has  been  here  to-day. 
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Nearly  every  battle  of  the  war  is  undoubtedly  represented  here. 
I  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  very  cordial  reception,  and  your  very 
kindly  reception  of  myself. 

In  response  to  calls  from  the  veterans,  General  Hooker 
said : 

Mr.  President,  My  brave  Companions,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  do  not  come  here  to  join  you  this  time ;  I  do  not  know  how 
soon  I  can.  If  you  will  take  me,  I  will  come  most  cheerfully.  I 
can  not  express  my  feelings  on  seeing  what  I  do  here  to-day.  I 
saw  it  before,-  but  it  rises  up  before  me  more  grand,  more  noble 
than  ever.  Since  I  was  here  last  time,  a  number  of  improvements 
have  been  made;  your  numbers  have  been  increased,  and  your 
Asylum  has  become  a  permanent  institution  of  our  country,  more 
grand  than  any  other  in  the  country — perhaps  in  the  world.  Our 
•civilization  is  in  advance  of  the  world.  "We  see  in  France,  which 
has  been  considered  an  enlightened  country,  they  can  tear  down 
their  noblest  monuments  of  the  grandest  feats  of  which  the  whole 
world  has  been  proud.  We  see  that  they  have  thrown  down  the 
Arch  Vendome,  and  say  they  can  act  like  brutes — they  can  act  like 
tigers  and  wild-cats.  But  they  can  not  touch  the  Hotel  des  In- 
valides.  I  must  say  I  am  truly  glad  to  meet  you  here  again.  I 
must  say  to  the  officers  of  this  institution,  we  are  under  personal 
obligations  to  them  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged 
their  duty  to  you  and  to  all  of  us,  and  to  the  country.  May  they 
live  here  all  their  lives,  and  continue  to  do  what  they  have  done 
in  years  past. 

General  McDowell  said : 

I  take  a  very  deep  interest  in  this  institution.  Not  long  ago, 
in  New  York,  I  was  called  upon  to  attend  a  meeting  in  Cooper  In- 
stitute, to  take  action  for  the  care  of  disabled  soldiers,  under  the 
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belief  that  tho  government  of  tho  United  States  had  been  faithless 
to  thoso  who  had  served  in  tho  last  war.  This  meeting  was  got  up 
for  tho  purpose  of  asking  tho  Stato  of  New  York  to  remove  the 
stigma,  to  make  somo  provision  for  tho  veterans  that  had  gone  forth 
from  our  limit*.  Henrt  Ward  Bebgher  was  present  at  the  meeting, 
and  mado  an  eloquent  speech  in  support  of  the  movement.  It 
seemed  to  bo  true  on  all  sides ;  reference  was  made  to  this  very 
building,  tho  Hotel  dca  Invalidcs,  which  had  been  provided  by  the 
French  for  tho  caro  of  her  veterans.  It  was  said  that  kings,  em- 
perors, monarchical  governments,  had  cared  for  their  soldiers.  But 
I  can  say,  without  the  fear  that  any  one  can  prove  the  contrary, 
that  the  government  of  tho  United  States  has  made  a  more  liberal 
provision  for  her  soldiers  than  any  other  government;  whether  that 
provision  is  sufficient  or  not  I  will  not  pledge.  But  there  is  no 
question,  whatever -spirit  maybe  the  feeling  toward  old  soldiers, 
that  they  will  never  be  left  to  want  for  anything.  I  wish  that 
those  in  New  York,  who  have  their  feelings  so  hurt  by  these  asser- 
tions, could  soe  this  beautiful  place  occupied  by  your  institution. 

General  William  B.  Hazen  said : 

I  will  call  attention  to  this  fact — that  the  government  of  the 
tJnited  States  is  doing  its  duty  for  its  invalid  soldiers  ;  and  when  I 
see  this  grand  work  commenced  and  progressing,  which  promises 
to  be  the  handsomest  work  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  I  feel  that 
tho  government  of  the  United  States  intends  to  do  its  whole  duty 
to  the  soldiers. 

General  Jeff.  C.  Davis  thanked  the  soldiers  for  the  kind 
reception  they  had  given  to  the  Society  in  a  few  appropriate 
remarks.  He  was  followed  by  Generals  Williams  aud  Ward, 
who  made  brief  and  interesting  speeches  to  the  soldiers  o£ 
the  Home. 

General  Sheridan  then  tQQk  the  chair^ 
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The  Committee  on  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  General 
Charles  Cruft,  Chairman,  then  submitted  their  report : 

Your  Committee  submit  the  following  nominations  for  Officers 
of  the  Society  for  the  ensuing  year : 

For  President. 
General  P.  H.  Sheridan. 

For  Vice-Presidents. 

General  James  D.  Morgan,  Illinois. 
General  James  Barnett,  Ohio. 
General  Jefp.  C.  Davis,  Indiana. 
General  S.  W.  Price,  Kentucky. 
General  Joseph  Hooker,  New  York. 
General  William  Vandeveer,  Iowa. 
General  A.  S.  "Williams,  Michigan. 
General  G.  W.  Mindel,  New  Jersey. 
Colonel  John  A.  Martin,  Kansas. 
General  W.  D.  Whipple,  District  of  Columbia. 
General  J.  W.  Bishop,  Minnesota. 
General  James  L.  Selfridge,  Pennsylvania. 
Colonel  William  P.  Lyon,  Wisconsin. 
General  John  M.  Schofield,  Missouri. 
Major  Frank  S.  Bond,  Connecticut. 
General  William  B.  Hazen,  Dacotah. 
General  Gates  P.  Thurston,  Tennessee. 
General  William  Cogswell,  Massachusetts. 

For  Corresponding  Secretary. 
General  JL  M.  Cist. 
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For  Recording  Secretary. 
Colonel  John  W.  Steele. 

For  Treasurer. 
General  Joseph  S.  Fullerton. 

(Signed,) 

CHARLES  CRUFT, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted 
and  Committee  discharged. 

On  motion  of  General  Durbin  Ward,  the  nominees  rec- 
ommended by  the  report  of  the  Committee  were  elected  by 
acclamation. 

The  Committee  on  Time  and  Place  for  next  Meeting, 
General  A.  S.  Williams,  Chairman,  reported  : 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  the  17th  and  18th  days  of  Sep- 
tember, 1873,  as  the  time  for  the  next  Reunion  of  the  Society,  and 
name  the  cities  of 

Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania ; 
Springfield,  Illinois ;  and 
St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

Report  accepted. 

On  motion,  the  time  recommended  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  September  17  and  18,  1873,  was  determined  upon 
aa  the  date  for  the  Seventh  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Society. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  Tellers  for  ballot  on  Place ; 
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General  Anson  G.  McCook,  Ohio. 
Lieutenant  H.  M.  Duffield,  Michigan. 
Lieutenant  J.  De  V.  Hazzard,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  ballot  as  follows  : 

Pittsburg,  Penn. — 76 
St.  Louis,  Mo. — 3 
Springfield,  111. — 5 

The  Committee  on  Oration  and  Alternate,  General  Na- 
than Kimball,  Chairman,  report : 

For  Orator — General  Durbin  Ward. 
Alternate — General  C.  II.  Grosvenor. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted 
and  adopted. 

The  Chair  announced  as  Auditing  Committee  for  Ac- 
counts of  the  Local  Executive  Committee  for  1872": 

Major  P.  O'Connell, 
Captain  P.  M.  Harrison, 
Captain  G.  P.  Leonard. 

The  Committee  on  Members  in  Arrears  for  Dues  then 
submitted  the  following  report : 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  delinquent 
members,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  instructed  to  notify  all  mem-' 
bers  who  may  be  in  arrears  for  dues,  that  if  they  shall  fail  for 
four  months  after  receiving  notice  of  such  arrearages,  they  shall  be 
dropped  from  the  rolls  of  the  Society. 
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Resolved,  That  any  member  who  may  have  been  dropped  from 
the  roll  of  the  Society,  shall  not  bo  reinstated,  except  on  payment 
of  ull  arrears  of  dues. 

(Signed,)  H.  C.  Jones, 

Nathan  Kimball, 
JosEPn  Hooker. 

The  prjeaiding  officer  then  announced  as  Local  Executive 
Committee  for  1873, 


General  James  8.  Neglby, 
Colonel  Archibald  Blakesley, 
Colonel  Norman  M.  Smith. 


Colonel  J.  II.  Brigham  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  draft  appropriate  resolutions  expressing  the  sympathy  of  this 
Society  with  the  bereaved  family  of  one  of  our  most  gallant  of- 
ficers, and  our  sorrow  at  the  loss  which  they  and  the  country  have 
sustained  in  the  death  of  Major-General  Meade. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  chair  appointed  as  such  Committee : 

General  Joseph  Hooker, 
General  Jeff.  C.  Davis, 
General  C.  II.  Grosvenor. 

On  motion  of  Chaplain  Thomas  T.  Vanhorne,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  learn  with  pleasure  that  an  association  has 
been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  monument  to  com- 
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memorate  the  services  of  our  fellow-comrades  buried  in  the  Na- 
tional Cemetery  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  we  cheerfully 
commend  the  association  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
public. 

Captain  A.  R.  Keller  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  who  shall 
receive  communications  looking  toward  a  reunion  of  all  the  armies 
with  us,  at  Pittsburg,  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  September,  1873.. 

On  motion,  the  foregoing  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Captain  II.  C.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  cordial  invitation  be  and  is  hereby  extended 
to  all  members  of  other  army  organizations,  to  meet  with  us  at 
Pittsburg  at  our  next  reunion. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

The  Committee  on  the  Purchase  of  the  Portrait  of  Gen- 
eral George  H.  Thomas,  General  D.  B.  Fearing,  Chair- 
man, reported  the  portrait  purchased  and  delivered  to  the  So- 
ciety. 

On  motion  of  General  II.  M.  Cist,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  arc  hereby  tendered 
to  the  members  of  the  Local  Executive  Committee,  and  to  the 
members  of  the  Society  residents  of  Dayton,  for  their  very  com- 
plete and  successful  arrangements  for  the  present  meeting. 


Minutes.  Jj.3 


On  motion  of  General  C.  II.  Grosvenor,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  tho  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland bo  hereby  tendered  to  tho  officers  and  inmates  of  the  Sol- 
diers' Homo,  at  Dayton,  for  tho  cordial  welcome  extended  by  them 
to  tho  Society,  and  for  tho  pleasant  manner  in  which  the  Society 
has  been  entertained ;  and  to  tho  efficient  gentlemen  of  the  public 
preM  who  have  so  fully  and  fairly  reported  tho  proceedings  of  the 
Society. 

Tho  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

General  Jbfp.  C.  Davis,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Monument  to  General  Thomas,  made  an  informal  report,  and 
asked  instructions  and  further  time. 

On  motion  of  General  T.  J.  Wood,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Society,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  tho  Thomas  Monument  have  one  more  year  in  which  to 
report,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  said  Committee  to  recommend  the 
model  to  be  finally  chosen  for  said  monument. 

Major  Samuel  B.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  monument  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of 
General  George  H.  Thomas  by  this  Society,  be  located  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Soldiers'  National  Home, 
near  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  resolution  was  duly  seconded.  # 

General  Thomas  J.  "Wood  moved  that  the  resolution  of 
Major  Smith  be  amended,  by  striking  out  the  words  "on 
the  grounds  of  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Soldiers'  National 
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Home,  near  Dayton,  Ohio,"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
words,  "at  Washington  City,  District  of  Columbia." 

After  earnest  discussion,  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was 
submitted  by  the  chair  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  General  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Society,  to  memoralize  Congress  for  a  donation  of 
bronze  for  the  proposed  Thomas  Monument. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  Committee : 

General  C.  II.  Grosvenor, 
General  J.  A.  Garfield, 
General  Charles  Cruft, 
General  James  Barnett, 
General  James  D.  Morgan. 


General  William  B.  Hazen  offered  a  resolution,  as  fol- 


lows 


Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  be  authorized  to 
invest  the  Thomas  Monument  funds  in  United  States  registered 
bonds. 


On  motion,  the  resolution  of  General  Hazen  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  General  S.  W.  Price,  it  was  resolved  that 
Colonel  R.  M.  Kelly,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  be  substi- 
tuted as  committeeman  to  receive  contributions  to  the  Thomas 
Monument  Fund,  for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  instead  of  Gen- 
eral Croxton,  whose  health  will  not  allow  him  to  perform 
the  duties. 


Minutes.  Jf5 


On  motion,  it  was 

Besolved,  That  tho  Committco  on  tho  Tiiomas  Monument  be 
authorized  to  determine  and  pay  from  tho  treasury  the  expenses 
for  transportation  of  tho  artiste  who  havo  submitted  models  of  the 
proposed  monument,  at  the  present  meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
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Thursday,  November  21,  1872. 
AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

National  Asylum  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers — Music  Hall. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Society,  on 
motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Banquet,  at  the 
Music  Hall,  Dayton,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

(See  proceedings  at  Banquet.) 

The  banquet  over,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  on  the  17th  day  of  September,  a.  d.  1873. 

JOHN  W.  STEELE, 

Recording  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER. 


J.  8.  Pullkrtoit,  Treasurer, 

In  account  with 

The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Dr. 
1871 
Nov.        15.     To  balance  in  Treasury,  this  date,  as  reported 
at  the  Detroit  meeting  of  the  Society, — two 
TJ.  S.  5-20  bonds,  each  $1,000;  and  cash....  $268  91 

Nov.  16.  To  initiation  fees  paid  by  seventy-four  new- 
members  who  joined  the  Society  at  the 
Detroit  meeting.  (For  names  of  said  mem- 
bers, see  Exhibit  A,  herewith  filed) 370  00 

Nov.  16.  To  Society  dues  for  1869,  paid  by  four  mem- 
bers at  the  Detroit  meeting 20  00 

Nov.  16.  To  Society  dues  for  1870,  paid  by  eleven  mem- 
bers at  the  Detroit  meeting 55  00 

Nov.        16.    To  Society  dues  for  1871,  paid  by  eighty-six 

members  at  the  Detroit  meeting 430  00 

1872. 

Jan.  2.  To  proceeds  of  sale  of  two  interest  coupons, 
detached  from  U.  S.  bonds,  each  $30  coin, 
sold  at  $1.09  currency 65  40 

May        14.     To  amount  paid  by  Capt.  H.  S.  Babbitt  for  one 

copy  of  vol.  2  of  the  Society  Proceedings..         1  00 

May  28.  To  proceeds  of  sale  of  one  U.  S.  5-20  bond,  sold 
to  procure  sufficient  funds  to  pay  for  pub- 
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lishing    vol.    5    of    Society    Proceedings. 

Sold  at  $1.16}  currency $1,165  00 

June  1.  To  proceeds  of  sale  of  one  interest  coupon, 
detached  from  U.  S.  bond,  $30  coin,  sold  at 
$1.14  currency 34  20 

Nov.  18.  To  dues  for  1869,  paid  by  four  members  since 
the  Detroit  meeting.  (For  names  of  said 
members  and  dates  of  payments,  see  Exhibit 
B,  herewith  filed) 20  00 

Nov.  18.  To  dues  for  1870,  paid  by  eighteen  members 
since  the  Detroit  meeting.  (For  names  of 
said  members  and  dates  of  payments,  see 
Exhibit  C,  herewith  filed) 90  00 

Nov.  18  To  dues  for  1871,  paid  by  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  members  since  the  Detroit  meet- 
ing. (For  names  of  said  members  and 
dates  of  payments,  see  Exhibit  D,  here- 
with filed) ■ 675  00 

$3,194  51 

Cr. 
1871. 
Nov.        16.     By  express  charges  paid  on  Treasurer's  books 

and  papers  sent  from  Detroit  to  St.  Louis...  75 

Dec.  5.     By  express  charges  paid  on   Thomas    Monu- 

ment  Fund    subscription  papers,    sent  to 
different  States,  as  per  vouchers  1  and  2....         4  95 

Dec.  7.  By  postage  paid  on  Thomas  Monument  Fund 
subscription  papers,  mailed  to  same  States 
and  to  the  Territories 5  80 

Dec.  20.  By  bills  for  printing  Thomas  Monument  Fund 
subscription  lists  and  letters  of  Subscription 
Committee  to  accompany  the  same,  as  per 

voucher  No.  3 53  25 

1872. 

March       6.     By  amount  paid  for  clerical  services,  as   per 

voucher  No.  4 5  00 
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March       9     By  amount  paid  for  postage $27  00 

March       9.     By  amount  paid   for  clerical  services,  as  per 

voucher  No.  5 10  00 

March     15.    By  amount  paid  for  express  charges,  as  per 

vouchor  No.  6 40 

March     30.     By  amount  paid  for  postage 3  00 

April  17.  By  amount  paid  "W.  H.  Mcllenry,  for  print- 
ing circulars,  as  per  vouchor  No.  7 9  00 

April  17.  By  amount  paid  Levison  &  Blythe  for  envel- 
opes, as  per  voucher  No.  8 ..        6  40 

April  27.  By  amount  paid  General  S.  "W.  Price  for 
portrait  of  General  Thomas,  as  per  voucher 
No.  9 .' 500  00 

May  8.    By  amount  paid  for  postage 12  00 

May  13.  By  amount  paid  Levison  &  Blythe  for  envel- 
opes, as  per  voucher  No.  10 3  75 

June  27.  By  amount  paid  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.  for  pub- 
lishing vol.  5  Society  Proceedings,  as  per 
voucher  No.  11 1,225  00 

July         1.     By  amount  paid  for  postage 3  00 

Sept.  18.  By  amount  paid  Robert  Clarke  &  Co.,  addi- 
tional bill,  as  per  voucher  No.  12 62   76 

Nov.  1.  By  amount  paid  Levison  &  Blythe  for  memo- 
randum book,  as  per  voucher  No.  13 2  00 

Nov.  18.  By  Society  dues  for  the  years  1869  and  1870, 
collected  since  the  Detroit  meeting,  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  "  Thomas  Monument 
Fund,"  in  accordance  with  a  resolution 
passed  at  said  meeting,  as  per  voucher 
No.   14 110  00 

Nov.  18.  By  one-fifth  of  Society  dues  in  treasury  at  time 
of  the  Detroit  meeting  (said  amount  being 
$268.91  cash,  and  two  one  thousand  dollar 
bonds,  par  value  $2,000,    say  one-fifth   of 
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$2,268.91),  and  one-fifth  of  dues  collected 
since  then,  except  for  the  years  1869  and 
1870  (the  whole  amount  being  $675.00), 
paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  "  Thomas  Mon- 
umental Fund,"  in  accordance  with  resolu- 
tion passed  at  said  meeting  (one-fifth  of 
$2,943.91),  as  per  voucher  No.  15  $588  78 


$2,632  84 
Cash  balance 561  67 


1872.  Balance  in  Treasury  : 

Cash .'. $561  67 

And  one  U.  S.  5-20  bond  for  $1,000. 
One  bond  for  $1,000  sold  May  28,  1872. 
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l 
EXHIBIT  A. 

Names  of  members  who  joined  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, at  the  Detroit  Meeting,  November  15M,  1871,  and  who  paid 
initiation  fees  at  that  time. 


Albt rteon,  Wb,  OtpUln,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  Pontiac,  Mich. 
Armstrong,  W.  It,  Captain,  10th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Atkinson,  John,  Lieut.-Colonel,  3d  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Barrows,  Hiram,  Captain,  9th  Mich.  Inf.,  Armada,  Mich. 

flat  wall,  Edward,  Surgeon,  14th  Mich.  Inf.,  Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

Beach,  Watson,  Captain,  10th  Mich.  Inf.,  Lexington,  Mich. 

Becker,  Casper,  Captain,  4th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich.  | 

Bond,  Frank  L.,  Major  and  A.  D.  C,  New  York  City. 

Brand,  C.  R.,  Lieutenant,  9th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Brass,  Morris,  4th  Mich.  Cav.,  Wyandotte,  Mich. 

Brown,  D.  D.  S.,  Major  and  Paymaster,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Burns,  Robt.,  Major,  4th  Mich.  Cav.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Cadwalader,  Q.  B.,  Colonel,  and  A.  Q.  M.,  Sunbury,  Penn. 
Canfleld,  A.  N.,  Lieutenant,  9th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Cofflnberry,  W.  L.,  Captain,  1st  Mich.  Engineers,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Cogswell,  J.  H.,  Lieut-Colonel,  150th  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Titusville,  Penn. 
Collins,  Arthur  E.,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  Meade,  Mich. 

Dean,  H.  S.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Dickerson,  C.  J.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Hillsdale,  Mich. 
Dickinson,  Charles  N.,  21st  Mich.  Inf.,  Grand  Haven,  Mich. 

Edwards,  D.  H.,  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Eldridge,  C.  B.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  New  York  City. 

Ewing,  Alex.,  Surgeon,  13th  Mioh.  Inf,,  Dexter,  Mich. 

Farland,  John  M.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  10th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich, 
Ferguson,  Edward,  Lieutenant,  1st  Wis.  Inf,,  Milwaukee,  Wis, 
Fish,  G.  W.,  Surgeon,  4th  Mich.  Cav.,  Flint,  Mich. 
Fox,  Charles  J.,  Major,  107th  N,  Y-  Inf.,  Painted  Post,  N,  Y, 
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Gray,  Horace,  Major,  4th  Mich.  Cav.,  Fenton,  Mich. 

Gresher,  Adolph,  Captain,  16th  111.  Cav.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Gunning,  Jno.  B.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  9th  Mich.  Inf.,  Clarenceville,  Mich. 

Hardy,  James  G.  W.,  Lieutenant.  11th  Ind.  Cav.,  Covington,  Ind. 
Hartsuff,  Wm.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 
Hibbard,  George  B.,  Brevet  Major,  and  A.  Q.  M.,  New  York  City. 
Higgins,  Thomas,  Captain,  14th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Horton,  D.,  Major  and  Com.  Sub.,  Fentonville,  Mich. 
Hurd,  S.  H.,  Captain  and  A.  Q.  M.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Jenks,  George  W.,  Lieutenant,  11th  Mich.  Inf.,  Rock  Falls,  Mich. 

Ketchum,  J.  A.,  Surgeon,  4th  Mich.  Cav.,  Ypsilanta,  Mich. 
Kilbourne,  H.  S.,  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.,  Fort.  Sill,  Ind.Ter. 

Lawrence,  E.  W.,  Lieutenant,  2d  Mich.  Cav.,  Utica,  Mich. 

Le  Favour,  Heber,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V.,Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Lumm,  Charles  M.,  Colonel  10th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Lyon,  W.  P.,  Colonel,  13th  Wis.  Inf.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Lyster,  M.  J.,  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

McCreery,  Wm.  B.,  Colonel,  21st  Mich.  Inf.,  Flint,  Mich. 
Matthews,  A.  S.,  Captain,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  Pontiac,  Mich. 
Mix,  Elisha,  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Wyandotte,  Mich. 
Mudge,  M.,  Colonel,  11th  Mich.  Inf.,  Quincy,  Mich. 
Murphy,  S.  A.,  Battery  M,  1st  111.  Art.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Noble,  S.  C,  14th  Mich.  Inf.,  Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

Penneman,  G.  H.,  Brevet  Major,  28th  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit  Mich. 

Phillips,  Delos,    Lieut.-Colonel,  28th  Mich.  Inf.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. 

Pitman,  S.  E.,  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel,  and  A.  Q.  M.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Poe,  0.  M.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 

Pohlman,  Morris,  Captain,  9th  Ohio  Inf.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Potter,  J.  A.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  A. 

Robertson,  G.  W.,  Brevet  Major,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. 
Rouse,  J.  S.,  Surgeon,  10th  Mich.  Inf.,  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Sanborn,  W.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 
Scranton,  L.  S.,  Colonel,  2d  Mich.  Cav.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Selfridge,  J.  L.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Bethlehem,  Penn. 
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Sligh,  Jnmet  M.,  Captain,  1st  Mich.  Engineers,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Smith,  Luclan  A.,  Ltoutenant.  136th  N.  Y.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Smith,  8.  B.,  Llfut-Colonel,  11th  Mich.  Inf.,  Adrian,  Mich. 
Smith,  W.  Fn  Brovet  Majo  r-Oeneral,  U.  S.  A.,  New  York  City. 
Smith,  \V.  II.,  LbuUnant.  16th  U.  8.  Inf. 

Squires,  \V.  C,  Brevet.  Colonel,  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  New  York  City. 
Stovant,  A.  An  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Saranac,  Mich, 
SuvflOKpn,  F.  0.,  Brevet  Major,  2Ut  Mich.  Inf.,  Ionia,  Mich, 

Thorn*.,  D.  Wn  CapUln,  29th  Ohio  Inf.,  Akron,  Ohio, 
Tttompaon,  Aim  on  A.,  Surgeon,  11th  Mich.  Cav.,  Lansing,  Mioh. 
Trowbridge,  L.  S.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Detroit  Mioh, 

Wood,  JatnetW.,  Captain,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Woodman,  J.  II,  Captain,  22d  Mich.  Inf.,  West  Novi,  Mich, 

Toll]  number  of  members  who  joined  at  the  Detroit  meeting,     ,     .     .     74 
Initiation  fee*  paid  by  said  members,  $5.00  each $370  00 


EXHIBIT  B. 


Names  of  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
who  have  paid  dues  for  the  year  18(39,  since  the  Detroit  Meeting, 
showing  dates  of  such  payments. 

Donaldson,  J.  L.,  Brevet  Major-General,  TJ.  S.  A.,  March  25,  1872. 

McMichaol,  Wm.,  Brevet  Colonel,  TJ.  S.  V.,  Washington,  D.  C,  May 
7,  1872. 

Mindel,  George  W.,  Brevet  Major-General,   U.  S.  V.,  Philadelphia,    , 
Penn.,  Oct.  8,  1872. 

Palmer,  Wm.  J.,   Brevet  Brigadier-General,  TJ.  S.   V.,. Denver,   Col., 
August  22,  1872. 

Total,  4.    Amount  paid,  $20.00*. 
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EXHIBIT  C. 

Names  of  members  of  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
who  have  paid  .dues  for  the  year  1870,  since  the  Detroit  meeting, 
showing  dates  of  payments. 

Black,  H.,  Captain,  Martinsville,  111.,  May  15,  1872. 
Brodtbeck,  S.  D.,  Major,  Highland,  111.,  April  2,  1872. 

Donaldson,  J.  L.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  March  25,  1872. 
Douglas,  R.  J.,  Lieutenant,  Waukeegan,  111.,  March  16,  1872. 

Elliott,  W.  L.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Jan.  22,  1872. 

Fessenden,  F.,  Brevet  Major  General,  Portland,  Me.,  March  21,  1872. 

Haight,  Edward,  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel,  New  York  City,  February  3, 

1872. 
Hapeman,  Douglass,  Ottowa,  111.,  March  15,  1872. 
Hobson,  E.  H.,  Brigadier-General,  Greensburg,  Ky.,  March  25,  1872. 
Hull,  G.  H.,  Captain,  U.  S.  A.,  June  13,  1872. 

Jacobs,  J.  E.,  Brevet  Colonel,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  July  3,  1872. 

Kirk,  E.  B.,  Captain,  U.  S.  A.,  April,  22,  1872. 

Manderson,  Charles  F.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Omaha,  Neb.,  May 
1,  1872. 

McMichael,  Wm.,  Brevet  Colonel,  "Washington,  D.  C,  May  7,  1872. 

Mendenhall,  John,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  March  25,  1872. 

Mindel,  George  ~W.,  Brevet  Major-General,  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  Oc- 
tober 8,  1872. 

Palmer,  W.  J.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Denver,  Col.,  August  22, 
1872. 

Wade,  D.  E.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O.,  April  27,  1872.  » 

Total,  18.     Amount  paid,  $90.00. 
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EXniBIT  D. 

Xamts  of  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
rAo  hate  paid  dues  for  the  year  1871,  since  the  Detroit  meeting, 
oJkomHno  dates  of  such  payments. 


Ada*,  Ctrl  A.  G.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  ().,  March  25,  1872. 

Ammo*,  J,  Brigadier-General,  Cincinnati,  0.,  March  20,  1872. 

Babbitt,  Henry  &,  Captain,  Columbus,  O.,  May  14,  1872. 

Baldwin,  A.  P.,  Captain,  Akron,  0.,  May  15,  1872. 

tUrnee,  John,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O.,  September  18,  1872. 

Beatow,  Marcus  P.,  Brevet  Colonel,  New  York  City,  March  16,  1872.  [ 

HUhop,  J.  Wn  Brevet   Brigadier-General,  Mankato,  Min.,  March   20, 

1871. 
Black,  I!.,  Captain,  Martinsville,  111.,  May  16,  1872. 

Blackman,  C,  Captain,  Lafayette,  Ind.,  March  16,  1872.  I 

Boone,  Thomat  C.,  Colonel,  Salem,  0.,  April  8,  1872.  ' 

Bogue,  B.  I.,  Surgeon,  Chicago,  April  23,  1872. 

Hi-annan,  John  M.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  April  4,  1872.  I 

Briitow,  B.  IL,  Colonel,  Washington,  D.  C,  March  16,  1872. 
Brodtbeck,  8.  D.,  Major,  Highland,  111.,  April  2,  1872. 
Cable,  C.  A.,  Captain,  Nelsonville,  O.,  April  8,  1872. 
Campbell,  J.  A.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Cheyenne,  Utah,  March  25, 

1872. 
Chandler,  W.  P.,  Licut.-Colonel,  Danville,  111.,  March  20,  1872. 
Clark,  II.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Noblesville,  Ind.,  May  13,  1872. 
Clem,  John  L.,  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  A.,  June  13,  1872. 
Clendennin,  Frank,  Major,  Morrison,  111.,  March  16,  1872. 
Coe,  E.  S.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  Cleveland,  0.,  May  24,  1872. 
Cole,  A.  S.,  Brevet  Major,  Nebraska  City,  Neb.,  March  15,  1872. 
Collins,  H.  E.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O.,  June  13,  1872. 
Conrad,  Joseph,  Brevet.  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  April  23,  1872. 
Cox,  C  B.,  Major,  Vermont,  111.,  March  16,  1872. 
Cozine,  J.  S.,  Sergeant,  Springfield,  Ky.,  May  15,  1872. 
Crane,  A.  B.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  New  York  City,  May  16,  1872. 
Crane,  Wm.  E.,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O.,  May  14,  1872. 
Cravath,  E.  M.,  Chaplain,  New  York  City,  March  21,  1872. 
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Croxton,  B.  F.,  Captain,  Canal  Dover,  ().,  May  17,  1872. 

Curtis,  James,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  A.,  April   12,  1872. 

Donaldson,  J.  L.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  March  25,  1872. 

Doolittle,  Charles  C,  Brevet  Major-General,  Toledo.  0.,  May  14,  1872. 

Douglas,  K.  J.,  Lieutenant,  "Waukegan,  111.,  March  16,  1862. 

Drouillard,  J.  P.,  Captain,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  May  20,  1872. 

Ducat,  Arthur  C,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  | Chicago,  111.,  March  28, 

1872. 
Elliott,  W.  L.  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Jan.  22,  1872. 
Ellison,  H.  C,  Lieutenant,  Canton,  0.,  May  13,  1872. 
Bvans,  John  D..  Major,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  13,  1872. 
Ewart,  J.  C,  Lieutenant,  Akron,  O.,  May  13,  1872. " 
Fake,  Fred.  L.,  Captain,  Chicago,  111.,  July  1,  1872. 
Fessenden,  F.,  Brevet  Major-General,  Portland,  Me.,  March  21,  1872. 
Floyd,  M.  H.,  Captain,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  13,  1872. 
Foote,  Allen  E.,  Lieutenant,.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  9,  1872. 
Ford.  A.  C,  Captain,  Cincinnati,  O,  May  16,  1872. 
Fortner,  A.  J.,  Captain,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  13,  1872. 
Free,  John  W.,  Major,  New  Lexington,  O.,  May  6,  1872. 
Garfield,  J.  A.,  Major-General,  M.  C,  March  15,  1872. 
Goddard,  C,  Lieut.-Colonel,  New  York  City,  March  16,  1872. 
Granger,  E.  S.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  May  2,  1872. 
Haight,  Edward,  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel,  New  York  City,  Feb.  10,  1872. 
Hapeman,  Douglas,  Colonel,  Ottowa,  111.,  March  15,  1872. 
Harries,  George  H.,  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O.,   March   21, 

1872. 
Heard,  J.  Theodore,  Brevet  Lient.-Colonel,  Boston,  Mass.,  May  6,  1872. 
Hobson,  E.  H.,  Brigadier-General,  Greensburg,  Ky.,  March  25,  1872. 
Hodges,  Henry  C,  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel,  TJ.  S.  A.,  March  21,  1872. 
Hotchkiss,   C.   T.,   Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Chicago,  111.,  March    25, 

1872. 
Hough,  A.  L.,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  April  12,  1872. 
Hull,  G.  H.,  Captain,  U.  S.  A.,  June  13,  1872. 
Innis,  Wm.  P.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Grand  Eapids,  Mich.,  April 

4,1872. 
Irwin,  B.  J.  D.,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A.,  April  8,  1872. 
Jackson,  J.  P.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  San  Franciseo,  Cal.,  April  6,  1872. 
Jacobs,  J.  E.,  Brevet  Colonel,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  July  3,  1872. 
Johnson,  O.  C,  Colonel,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  March  16,  1872. 
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Jonea,  II.  C,  Captain,  McArthur,  O.,  August  10,  1872. 

Jortlon,  Thome*  J,  Brevet  Brigadlor-Gencral,  Williamsport,   Penn., 

May  H,  1872. 
Kellogf,  8.  U,  Brevet  Lleut.-Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  March  21,  1872. 
Kirk,  K.  II,  Captain,  IT.  8.  A,  April  22,  1872. 
Knapp,  W.  A^  Captain,  Columbus,  O.,  March  16,  1872. 
Kttlgbt,  George  An  Captain,  Catletta burgh,  Ky.,  March  27,  1872. 
Ur.ii,  A.  It.,  8urgct>n,  Sevon-Milo,  <>.,  April  6,  1872. 
Une,  P.  P.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O.,  March  16,  1872. 
Lawr«n<*e,  Samuel  B,  Lieut-Colonel,  New  York  City,  Dec.  1,  1871. 
Lowe,  W.  W.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Omaha,  Neb  ,  April  24,  1872. 
Lackey,  J.  B,  Captaln^Elmore,  O.,  May  17,  1872. 
Lvotl,  Samuel,  Captain,  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  November  11,  1872. 
MacKnight,  O.  B.,  Captain,  Laurel  Run,  Penn.,  Dec.  12,  1871. 
Menderaon,  Charles  F.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Omaha,  Neb.,  May 

1,  1872. 
Melon,  E.  D.,  Brevet  Colonel,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  March  13,  1872. 
Mather,  C.  J.,  Captain,  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  May  1,  1872. 
Matthews,  8.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  0.,  March  16.  1872. 
McCook,  John  J.,  Brevet  Colonel,  New  York  City,  March   19,  1872. 
McCook,  A.  G.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Steuben  ville,  0.,  March   16, 

1872. 

McMichaol,  Win.,  Brevet  Colonel,  Washington,  D.  C,  May  7,1872. 

McMurty,  A.  O.,  Captain,  Chicago,  111.,  May  18,  1872. 

Mendenhall,  John,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  March  25,  1872. 

Merrick,  C.  C,  Captain,  Chicago,  111.,  March  29,  1872. 

Millard,  H.,  Lieutenant,  New  York  City,  March  16,  1872. 

MilleT,  C.  F.,  Lieutenant,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  May  14,  1872. 

Miller,  S  F.  J.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O.,  May  20,  1872. 

Milward,  H.  K.,  Colonel,  Lexington,  Ky.,  March  15,  1872. 

Milward,  W.  R.,  Colonel,  Lexington,  Ky.,  March  15,  1872. 

Mindel,  George  W.,  Brevet  Major-General,  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  Octo- 
ber 8,  1872. 

Morgan,  W.  A.,  Lieutenant,  Cottonwood  Falls,  Kan.,  May  14,  1872. 

Mosonmier,  B.,  Assistant  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  0.,  March  21,  1872. 

Neff,  H.  H.,  Lieut-Colonel,  Winchester,  Ind.,  May  20,  1872. 

Northrup,  George,  Colonel,  Louisville,  Ky.,  May  16,  1872. 

Opdycke,  E.,  Brevet  Major-General,  New  Yorktity,  Jan.  11,  1872. 

Osborn,  John,  Colonel,  Green  Castle,  Ind.,  May  16,  1872. 
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Palmer,  W.  J.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Denver,  Col.,  Aug.  22,  1872- 

Pepon,  G.  W.,  Lieutenant,  Warren  111.,  May  15,  1872. 

Peters.  M.  H.,  Major,  Wateska,  111.,  March  29,  1872. 

Pettit,  W.  H.,  Lieutenant,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  March  15,  1872. 

Pierce,  C.  "VV.,  Major,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  March  20,  1872. 

Powers,  A.  W.,  Captain,  Sandusky,  O.,  May  13,  1872. 

Prosser,  W.  F.,  Colonel,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  May  16,  1872. 

Kamsey,  Robert  H.,  Brevet  Colonel,  Pottsville,  Penn.,  May  20,  1872. 

Ransom,  H.  C,  Brevet  Lieut.-Colonel,  U.  S.  A.,  April  22,  1872. 

Road,  Ezra,  Surgeon,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  May  21,  1872. 

Roper,  George  S.,  Brevet  Colonel,  Alton,  111.,  Dec.  7,  1871. 

Royse,  D.,  Adjutant,  Lafayette,  Ind.,  March  15,  1872. 

Russell,  O.  A.,  Major,  Cincinnati,  O.,  March  16,  1872. 

Rust,  H.  A.,  Major,  Chicago,  111.,  April  16,  1872. 

Sargent,  John,  Captain,  New  Philadelphia,  O.,  May  16,  1872. 

Sidell,  W.  H.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  A.,  March  20,  1872. 

Slade,  Samuel,  Captain,  Port  Washington,  O.,  May  4,  1872. 

Slocum,  J.  J.,  Colonel,  Cincinnati,  O.,  April  30,^1872. 

Smith,  J.  C,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Galena,  111.,  March  17,  1872. 

Stanley,  D.  S.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Feb.  17,  1872. 

Storer,  J.  B.,  Adjutant,  Akron,  O.,  March  16,  1872. 

Sturgis,  E.  P.,  Brevet  Major,  Mansfield,  O.,  Dec.  1,  1871. 

Throop,  E.  S.,  Brevet  Major,  Cincinnati,  O.,  April  1,  1872. 

Thurston,  Gates  P.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  June 
13,  1872. 

Torrence,  W.  G.,  Wellsville,  O.,  May  16.  1872. 

Tower,  Z.  B.,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  April  1,  1872. 

Wade,  D.  E.,  Surgeon,  Cincinnati,  O.,  April  27,  1872. 

Walton,  Thomas  J.,  Lieutenan.,  Salem,  O.,  May  20,  1872. 

Ward,  Durbin,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Cincinnati,  O.,  June  13,  1872. 

Ward,  J.  H.,  Lieut.-Colonel,  Louisville,  Ky.,  March  16,  1872. 

Warner,  D.  B.,  Brevet  Brig.-General,  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,  Sept.  13,  1872. 

Whipple,  AV.  D.,  Brevet  Major-General,  IT.  S.  A.,  March  16,  1872. 

Whittlesey,  Charles,  Colonel,  Cleveland,  O.,  March  16,  1872. 

Wilson,  W.  T.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Columbus,  O.,  May  15,  1872.    < 

Wolfley,  Lewis,  Major,  Washington,  D.  C,  March  20,  1872. 

Wright,  W.  W.,  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  May 
13,  1872. 

Total,  13.5.     Amount  paid.  $675.^0. 


Wood's  Oration.  59 


ORATION 


DELIVERED     BT 


MAJOR-GENERAL   THOMAS   J.  WOOD. 

Mr.  President,  Comrades,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen  : 

In  a  season  of  abundant  prosperity,  profound  domestic 
tranquillity,  and  assured  international  peace;  in  one  of  the 
fairest,  most  productive,  highly  cultivated,  and  populous  sec- 
tions of  our  heaven-blessed  country — a  country  all  of  whose 
forty  millions  of  active,  tireless,  educated,  inventive  citizens  now 
stand,  with  scarcely  a  mentionable  exception,  entirely  equal 
before  the  law,  and  to  whom  all  the  avocations  of  life  are 
full}7,  freely,  and  equally  open,  is  the  historic  and  patriotic 
Society  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  assembled 
to  commemorate  its  stated  annual  reunion.  I  congratulate 
you,  my  old,  tried,  proved,  and  much-loved  comrades  in  war — 
you  who  suffered  together  in  the  stern  ordeal  of  active  mili- 
tary service — you  who  together  "  in  the  battle  bled,"  on 
the  propitious  auspices  under  which  we  are  again  assembled. 
Gentle  peace  has  sounded  the  requiem  of  war  in  our  fair  land. 
May  it  be  for  aye  and  evermore  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  every 
honest  and  patriotic  heart  in  all  our  broad  country.  The 
Goddess  of  Plenty  has  emptied  her  cornucopia  on  the  land, 
and  "  it  has  blossomed  like  the  rose." 

I  appeal  to  you,  comrades,  who  stood  together"  in  the 
fore-front  of  battle,"  and  know  by  actual  personal  experience 
what  the  trials,  sufferings,  privations,  and  hardships  of  dire 
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war  are,  whether,  under  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
history  of  our  country  during  the  past  decade,  "the  ways  of 
peace  are  not  better  than  the  ways  of  war." 

And  what  a  marvelous  decade  the  last  was,  and  ever  will 
be,  in  the  nation's  history  !  It  will  take  its  place  in  the  per- 
manent historic  records  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
from  the  momentous  influence  and  important  results  of  its 
incidents,  on  the  same  plane  with  the  decade  during  which 
the  nation  was  born,  struggled  for,  and  achieved  its  inde- 
pendence of  national  domination, and  assumed  its  place  among 
the  national  powers  of  the  civilized  world.  Peaceful  and 
prosperous  as  the  nation  is  now,  we  do  not  forget,  in  truth, 
can  never  forget,  that,  ten  years  ago,  the  wrinkled  front  of 
grim-visaged  war  lowered  over  the  land;  that  the  busy  hum 
of  useful  production,  which  a  million  of  industrious  hands 
were  making,  only  a  brief  space  before,  in  myriads  of  happy 
homes,  had  been  replaced  by  the  thudding  tread  of  mighty 
armies  traversing  the  country,  bent  on  deadly  work ;  that  the 
clangor  of  battle  resounded  from  valley  and  plain,  from 
mountain  and  hill-top;  that  a  mighty  nation,  of  unparalleled 
intellectual  culture,  material  prosperity,  and  individual  and 
political  freedom — a  nation  in  which  no  citizen  took  prece- 
dence of  another,  either  in  political  power  or  social  position,  by 
virtue  of  legal  right  or  hereditary  rank — had  become  involved, 
per  solium,  in  a  terrible  and  gigantic  civil  war,. waged  with  all 
the  destructive  implements  and  appliances  supplied  by  the 
inventive  intelligence  of  modern  civilisation  ;  in  short,  that 
a  minority,  respectable  from  its  numbers,  its  intelligence,  its 
wealth,  and  its  reckless  audacity,  a  minority  of  common 
lineage  with  the  mass  of  the  nation,  speaking  a  common  lan- 
guage, and  in  the  enjoyment,  in  full  plentitude,  of  equal  polit- 
ical privileges  and  legal  rights,  and  an  overriding  and  pre- 
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dominant  social  status,  "in  a  mad  hour  of  frenzied  passion," 
had  ruthlessly  and  recklessly  invoked  the  dread  arbitrament 
of  the  sword;  had  discarded  the  power  of  free  and  intelligent 
discussion,  and  the  appeal  to  dispassionate  reason  for  the  set- 
tlement of  controverted  issues  and  questions,  for,  indeed,  the 
truth  of  history  requires  me  to  declare,  under  the  solemn  re- 
sponsibility of  your  duly  appointed  and  accredited  speaker  on 
this  occasion  of  annual  and  fraternal  reunion,  that,  in  the 
section  inhabited  by  the  aforesaid  considerable  minority,  "tar 
and  feathers  and  riding  on  a  rail,"  if  not  something  worse,  in 
the  form  of  the  whipping-post  and  the  gallows,  had  usurped 
the  place  of  free  discussion  and  free  speech;  (en  parenthesis, 
I  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  these  are  not  the  proper,  peace- 
ful, and  intelligent  ways  for  conducting  the  discussions  and 
transacting  the  business  of  public  interest  in  a  republican  and 
representative  form  of  government ;)  that  this  same  audacious 
and  arrogant  minority  had  unhesitatingly,  unreservedly,  and 
unconditionally  appealed  to  the  dread  tribunal  of  Bellona,  the 
fell  goddess  of  war,  the  determination  of  the  various  and 
intensely  exciting  questions  in  issue  between  the  two  sections, 
divided  by  geographical  and  climatic  influences,  and  by  labor 
and  social  organizations  of  the  most  marked  and  striking  dis- 
parity;  had  thrown  down  the  gage  of  battle  to  the  other  and 
peacefully  disposed  section,  and  commended  the  decision  of 
all  these  questions  to  Him  "who  holds  alike  the  destiny  of 
nations  and  individuals  in  his  hands." 

These  are  sad  and  solemn  facts,  of  indisputable  historic 
veracity,  connected  with  the  initiation  and  conduct  of  the  late 
civil  war  in  our  eountrj',  which  can  never  be  forgotten  or 
overlooked  in  determining  the  policy  to  be  pursued  toward 
those  who  so  unnecessarily  invoked  war,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  in  the  recognition  by  the  nation,  on  the  other  hand,  of 
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the  patriotism  displayed  by  those  who  periled  life  and  all  to 
suppress  the  rebellion  and  save  the  national  life. 

What  the  issue  of  the  Titanic  contest  was,  waged  through 
an  olympiad  which  will  ever  be  memorable  in  all  the  annals 
of  military  struggle,  our  presence  here  this  evening,  in  peace- 
ful and  happy  meeting,  best  attests.  For  this  great,  glorious, 
much  to-be-prayed  for  and  fought  for  result,  let  us,  comrades, 
be  humbly  thankful.  But  let  no  undue  or  overweening  sec- 
tional arrogance,  or  the  assumption  of  superior  intelligence, 
diminish  the  measure  of  our  gratitude,  or  mar  the  extent  and 
magnanimity  of  our  forgiveness  and  forbearance,  now  that 
the  conflict  has  been  ended  these  seven  years,  to  those  whom 
we  most  honestly  and  sincerely  believe  to  have  been  most 
erring  and  wrong.  In  all  honesty  and  sincerity  we  believed 
our  cause  just;  and,  in  this  faith,  we  blazoned  on  our  banners 
the  significant  motto,  Dieu  et  mon  droit,  and  under  it  we  won. 
And  I  am  sure  I  do  not  misstate  your  feelings,  comrades,  and 
those  of  all  the  other  national  soldiery  throughout  the  land* 
when,  speaking  collectively  for  all,  I  declare,  for  this  happy 
result,  we  are  truly  grateful,  and  not  disposed  to  claim  any 
special  merit  for  ourselves.  "  For  our  good  gifts  we  give  God 
thanks,  and  make  no  boast  of  them." 

But  how,  comrades,  came  it  about  that,  in  a  season  of 
profound  and  apparently  enduring  international  and  domestic 
peace,  in  a  period  of  the  most  marvelous  and  wholly  unpar- 
alleled intellectual,  moral,  and  material  growth  and  prosperity, 
a  great  nation,  of  more  than  thirty  millions  of  people,  the 
vast  mass  of  whose  dominant  inhabitants  were  in  the  happy 
personal  enjoyment  of  a  larger  measure  of  individual  and 
social  independence,  political  freedom,  material  wealth,  and 
intellectual  culture,  than  had  ever  before  been  vouchsafed  to 
any  equally  numerous,  aggregated  body  of  people,  was  sud- 
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denly  plunged — contrary  to  the  known  desire  and  will  of  the 
vast  and  preponderating  majority  of  its  free  citizens — into  the 
very  vortex  of  a  moat  cruel,  relentless,  and  unnecessary  in- 
ternecine war?  A  complete  and  entirely  satisfactory  answer  to 
this  question  would  doubtlessly  teach  a  most  profound  ethical 
lesson,  of  the  widest  and  most  important  significance  and 
practical  application  both  in  national  and  individual  mor- 
als. But  to  trace  out  fully  and  satisfactorily,  in  all  their  in- 
trinsic merits  and  thorough  comprehensiveness,  all  the  multi- 
form and  varied  influences  which  wrought  out  and  culminated  j. 
In  this  sad  and  stupendous  result,  wrould  involve  historical  re- 
searches extending  certainly  into  the  centuries  immediately  j 
preceding  the  birth  of  the  Nation,  and  perhaps  into  the  ages 
moro  remote.  And  such  examination  would  necessitate  philo-  t 
sophical  and  political  discussions  and  disquisitions  wholly  in- 
appropriate to  this  occasion,  and  which  are  wisely  forbidden 
by  a  well-established  usage  of  our  Society. 

Without  entering,  then,  into  the  consideration  of  the 
causes  and  influences,  whether  remote  or  proximate,  which 
led  to  the  great  American  civil  conflict,  it  is  sufficient,  for  all 
present  necessities,  to  remark  that  the  vernal  season  of  1861 
brought  the  nation,  most  unexpectedly  and  wholly  without 
preparation,  into  the  exigent  presence  of  a  stupendous  and 
unparalleled  civil  war. 

The  physical  phenomenon  of  a  clap  of  thunder  in  a 
cloudless  sky,  arrests  the  attention  of  all,  and  men  are  wont 
to  ask  each  otherwhence  came  the  unexpected  blow.  And  a 
a  very  vivid  flash  of  lightning  and  a  loud  crash  of  heaven's 
artillery,  even  when  preceded  by  the  low  muttering  of  the 
coming  storm,  are  always  intensely  startling.  So  was  the 
moral  phenomenon  of  a  great,  free,  peaceful,  and  prosperous 
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nation,  precipitated  suddenly  into  a  most  causeless,  and,  there- 
fore, inexcusably  wicked  civil  war. 

The  nation  stood  aghast  in  the  presence  of  the  direful 
calamity.  Men,  with  bated  breath  and  in  anxious  tones,  asked 
of  each  other  what  was  to  be  done. 

Looking  back,  after  the  interval  of  a  decade,  all  this 
seems  like  a  dream,  like  a  painful  nightmare,  like  the  passage 
of  a  horrible  and  revolting  phantasmagoria.  In  the  day  of 
its  existence  it  was  a  stern  reality  that  tried  the  souls,  to  their 
utmost  strength,  of  the  best  and  truest  of  the  Nation's  chil- 
dren. 

Fortunately,  in  this  terrible  and  exacting  crisis  of  the 
Nation'3  history,  there  was  at  the  helm  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment a  plain,  simple,  unsophisticated,  hitherto  untried,  but 
earnest  and  self-reliant  man,  having  great  faith  in  the  people, 
and  destined  to  become,  in  the  progress  of  events,  the  great, 
central,  colossal  figure  among  the  many  remarkable  men, 
since  dedicated  to  the  muse  of  history  by  their  grand  and  im- 
perishable achievements  in  the  awful  struggle  then  impending 
the  Nation.  I  need  scarcely  tell  you,  comrades,  to  whom  al- 
lusion is  made.  I  am  sure  you  all  have  before  you,  in  respect- 
ful and  regretful  remembrance,  the  plain,  painfully  sad,  and 
earnest  face  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Thoroughly  a  man  of  and 
from  the  people,  and  replete  with  the  instincts  which  only  such 
an  origin  can  give,  Mr.  Lincoln  relied,  with  unwavering  trust 
and  confidence,  in  this  crucial  epoch  of  the  great  republic,  on 
the  steadfast  loyalty  and  unswerving  patriotism  of  his  coun- 
trymen. His  trust  was  not  in  vain  !  He  leaned  on  no  broken 
reed. 

The  wanton  firing  on  Sumter,  the  capitulation  of  its 
small  brave  garrison,  the  lowering  of  the  nation's  "standard 
sheet,"  before  the  rattle-snake  of  South  Carolina,  had  sounded 
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war's  dread  alarum  "throughout  all  our  wide  borders."  The 
day  of  discussion,  conciliation,  compromise  had  passed ;  the 
hour  for  stern  action  was  come.  It  was  now  a  question  of 
national  existence.  The  stake  to  bo  fought  for  was  the  life 
of  the  Nation.  The  alternative  was,  fight,  or  submit  to  the  law- 
less  Uhesls  of  an  audacious  and  arrogant  minority.  With 
remarkable  unanimity,  and  with  a  resolve  that  was  "stern 
and  high"  the  loyal-people  accepted  the  offered  gage  of  battle, 
drew  the  sword,  and  threw  away  the  scabbard.  The  electric 
telegraph  flashed  successive  call  after  call  of  the  President  for 
men*  and  whether  it  was  75,000  or  300,000,  the  call  was 
responded  to;  so,  before  the  last  act  of  the  drama  was  pre- 
vented at  Appomattox  Court-house,  more  than  two  millions  of 
men  had  been  enrolled  in  the  national  service.  But  the  fur- 
nishing of  men,  though  the  most  trying  and  crucial  of  all 
the  tests  imposed  on  a  nation  in  a  great  military  struggle,  was 
not  the  only  sacrifice  the  people  were  called  on  to  make. 
3foneyt  the  other  great  sinew  of  war,  was  needed  in  fabulous 
sums,  and  the  people  generously  supplied  it.  The  rock  of 
Horeb  was  smitten,  and  its  gushing  waters  came  forth  with 
unfailing  flow.  I  am  fully  conscious,  in  stating  these  facts, 
that  I  am  but  repeating  well-known  historic  truths;  but  there 
are  historic  truths,  and  these,  I  maintain,  are  of  them,  which, 
from  the  important  lessons  they  teach,  like  that  crystallized 
composition,  of  universally  beneficial,  subjective  application — 
the  Lord's  Prayer — can  not  be  repeated  and  carefully  pondered 
too  often. 

These  truths  show  that  a  great  and  free  nation,  previously 
much  more  addicted  to  the  ways  of  peace  than  the  ways  of 
war,  rose,  in  the  crisis  of  its  most  trying  peril,  to  the  dignity 
aud  importance  of  the  occasion,  and  amply  and  freely  met  and 
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supplied,  by  its  voluntary  effort,  every  demand  of  the  terrible 
emergency. 

Previous  to  the  occurrence  of  the  American  civil  war, 
philosophical  Cassandras,  croaking  about  the  instability  and 
insecurity  of  the  republican  form  of  government,  had  pre- 
dicted that  it  would  fail  in  the  rude  ordeal  of  domestic  war; 
maintained  that  it  had  strength  and  coherence  sufficient  for 
peace  or  foreign  war,  but  could  never  withstand  the  disruptive 
chain  of  civil  war;  that  only  the  strong  hand  of  despotic 
power  was  equal  to  such  an  emergency;  that  the  impersonal 
sentiment  of  patriotism,  however  ennobling,  could  never  be 
depended  on  as  a  substitute  for  the  personal  sentiment  of 
loyality  or  devotion  to  an  hereditary  dynasty.  The  Nation's 
free-will  offerings  of  millions  of  men  and  milliards  of  money, 
more  cheerfully  made  than  ever  the  call  of  the  religious 
enthusiast  for  recruits  for  a  crusade  against  the  infidel  was 
responded  to,  attest  how  baseless  were  all  these  croaking  pre- 
dictions. Such  a  grand  exhibition  of  patriotism  should,  and 
I  believe,  will  receive  its  fitting  recognition  and  tribute  in 
history  through  all  the  coming  ages;  but  however  this  may 
be,  the  American  people  can  never,  without  the  basest  in- 
gratitude, ignore  or  forget  the  devoted  patriotism  displayed 
by  the  citizen  soldiers  when  the  national  government  was 
rocked  to  its  very  foundations,  in  the  convulsive  throes  of  the 
great  civil  war. 

The  vast  number  of  men  which  the  pressing  exigency  of 
the  times  called  into  the  military  service,  as  well  as  the  wide 
extent  of  geographical  limits  in  which  it  was  necessary  to 
conduct  operations,  compelled  the  organization  of  the  national 
levies  into  separate  armies.  Thus,  there  was  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  the  Army  of  the  James,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  other  distinct  organizations.     But  that  organization  in 
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whose  fame  and  history  we  very  properly  feel  the  deepest  and 
moat  abiding  interest,  because  of  our  identification  with  it 
through  all  Its  long  and  useful  and  brilliant  career,  was 
finally,  and  best  known  to  the  country,  as  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  By  this  proud  title,  so  dear  to  us,  comrades,  it 
will  In?  known  in  history. 

England's  sweetest,  most  melancholy  poet,  Cowper,  says 
no  one  could  ever  predict  the  glories  of  the  full-blown  rose 
from  tho  unpretending  appearance  of  the  unopened  bud.  So 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Commencing  with  two  or 
Uire*  small  nuclei,  it  went  on  expanding  and  increasing  till, 
at  tho  clo»G  of  the  war,  it  bore  on  its  rolls  nearly  two  hundred 
thousand  men.  And  what  an  army!  Considering  the 
thoroughness  of  its  organization  and  equipment ;  the  effective- 
ness of  its  discipline  and  instruction;  the  absence  of  all  dis- 
tracting and  weakening  jealousies,  and-  the  prevalence  of 
harmony  and  subordination  among  all  ranks,  from  the  stars 
to  the  musket;  and  the  intelligence  and  individuality,  as  a 
rule,  of  its  officers  and  men,  it  may  be  fairly  claimed  that  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  was  one  of  the  most  potent  military 
organizations  known  in  modern  times.  Among  the  other 
great  armies  of  the  Republic,  called  into  existence  by  the 
civil  war,  it  was  pares  inter  pares.  More  ought  not  to  be  said. 
This  is  praise  enough. 

However  agreeable  it  might  be,  comrades,  "  to  fight  our 
battles  over  again,"  the  limit  of  time  forbids  your  being 
entertained  with  even  the  briefest  historical  sketch  of  the 
services,  the  marches,  the  battles;  in  short,  the  four  years' 
warfare  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Its  achievements 
have  passed  into  the  domain  of  the  permanent  history  of  the 
great  Republic;  and  coming  generations  will  read  the  record 
of  its  services  with  grateful  delight.      More,  what  need  is 
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there  to  rehearse  the  story  of  the  services  and  achievements 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  to  you,  comrades,  who  can 
truly  say  of  them,  with  the  soldier  of  old,  quorum  pars 
magna  jui.  It  will  scarcely,  however,  he  regarded  inappro- 
priate, or  in  bad  taste,  to  declare  that  your  banners  were  em- 
blazoned with  the  famous  historic  names  of  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Perryville,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Mission  Ridge,  and  all  the  numerous  conflicts  and  battles  of 
the  memorable  "hundred  days  under  fire;"  to  recall  the  fact 
that  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  furnished  the  half  of  the 
force  which  inarched  with  Sherman  to  the  sea;  while  the 
remainder  made  it  sure,  by  the  bloody  repulse  of  Hood's 
army  at  Franklin,  and  its  annihilation  at  Nashville,  and  in 
the  subsequent  vigorous  pursuit,  that  the  march  to  the  sea 
should  not  be  in  vain. 

There  is  a  beautiful  legend  in  Roman  story,  that  the 
mother  of  the  Gracchi,  when  asked  for  her  jewels,  presented 
her  children.  May  we  not,  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  when  asked  for  the  record  of  our  services,  tell  over 
the  names  of  the  great  battles  in  which  we  participated ;  or, 
better  far,  in  mute  eloquence  point  to  the  proud  blazonry  0n 
our  war-worn  and  battle-ridden  banners? 

Our  deeds  are  done — our  record,  as  a  military  organiza- 
tion, is  finished.  The  nemesis  of  history  will  weigh  our 
services  at  their  worth,  and,  in  the  end,  make  a  just,  im- 
partial, and  final  award.  Comrades,  I  do  not  believe  we  need 
entertain  any  fear  as  to  what  the  final  award  will  be.  The 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  must  be  remembered  as  long  as  the 
nation  lives.  Its  record  will  be  read,  appreciated,  and  ad- 
mired so  long  as  the  English  language  remains  a  vehicle  for 
the  communication  of  thought. 

It  comprised  alike  moral  and  physical  elements  of  great- 
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ncaa  am!  bucccbs  which  will  never  permit  it  to  be  forgotten. 
Iti  five  commanders  wero  marked  men — Anderson,  Sherman,- 
BuRLL,  KosECKAXS,  T110MA8.  Three  of  them  yet  survive,  and 
to  Apeak  of  them  and  their  services  in  terms  of  suitable  praise, 
would  not  bo  becoming.  After,  a  term  of  nearly  fifty  years 
of  faithful  service,  dedicated  to  the  Republic,  Anderson  was, 
a  short  time  since,  borne  to  his  final  resting-place  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson.  Let  us  hope  that  the  noble  institution  which 
sheltered  his  youth  will,  as  long  as  the  nation  survives,  cast 
iti  evening  shadow  over  his  honored  grave. 

The  draped  and  empty  chair  which  stands  on  this  stage, 
and  which,  by  your  votive  resolve,  comrades,  must  ever  be  an 
attendant  at  our  annual  meeting,  attests  our  deep  devotion  to 
the  memory  of  George  II.  Thomas,  and  the  sincerity  of  our 
sorrow  for  ours  and  the  nation's  great  loss  in  his  untimely 
death.  Be  it  praise  enough  of  him  to  say  he  could,  with 
more  truth  and'  fitness  than  any  man  of  his  day  and  genera- 
tion, write  on  his  armorial  escutcheon  the  truthfully  signifi- 
cant and  descriptive  motto — esse  quatn  videri.  But  the  element 
of  moral  sublimity  and  strength  which  peculiarly  character- 
ized the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  common  with  the  other 
armies  of  the  Republic,  and  on  which,  in  my  reflections  on 
the  events  of  the  civil  war,  I  chiefly  and  specially  love  to 
linger,  is  the  patriotic  pureness  and  singleness  of  purpose  and 
motives  which  animated  and  sustained  the  men  of  the  ranks; 
they  who  carried  the  musket,  the  cartridge-box,  the  knap- 
sack, the  haversack;  charged  with  three  days'  cooked  rations, 
required  to  do  for  five,  trudged  in  the  mud  and  rain,  or  under 
burning  suns,  and  "  slept  in  dog-tents."  And  here  I  remark; 
comrades,  all  such,  who  received  honorable  discharges,  are 
entitled,  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  our  Society, 
to  the  right  of  membership.      In  the  terms  of  the  organic 


70  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


law  of  our  Society,  we  proclaim  all  honor  to  the  true  and 
faithful  private  soldier.  And  to  all  men  of  every  grade,  who 
faithfully  fought  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  of  the 
States,  no  matter  in  what  army,  without  distinction  of  rank, 
our  Society  says,  "Come,  give  me  your  hand;  we  are 
brethren  !" 

I  was  wont  during^  the  war,  and  have  been  since  its 
termination,  to  ask  myself  inquisitorially  whether  I  possessed 
the  pluck,  grit,  and  endurance  necessary  to  meet  and  answer 
manfully  and  usefully  all  the  duties,  privations,  trials,  and 
hardships  which  the  war  threw,  in  no  measured  stint,  on  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  army.  As  I  have  never  yet  signally 
failed  in  the  performance  of  any  duty,  either  legally  or  so- 
cially devolved  on  me  (reserving,  however,  as  still  subject  to 
your  fair  and  just,  and  yet,  I  am  sure,  kind  and  fraternal 
judgment,  comrades,  my  performance  of  this  present  duty),  I 
am,  perhaps,  fairly  entitled  to  claim  the  benefit  of  the  pre- 
sumptive doubt  in  my  favor;  but,  as  I  have  never  been  put 
to  the  actual  test,  manly  candor  compels  me  to  admit  the 
question  is  still  problematical. 

The  names  of  the  real  heroes  of  the  war,  the  men  who 
served  without  other  hope  of  reward  than  that  of  a  great  na- 
tion preserved  from  disintegration,  the  approval  of  their  own 
consciences,  and  the  sense  "  of  duty  well  performed, "  may 
never,  probably  will  never,  be  known  to  future  ages.  But 
marble  monuments  will  crumble  and  fall,  and  inscriptions  on 
tablets  of  brass  fade  and  become  illegible,  yet  the  effect  of 
the  valiant  deeds  of  the  men  of  the  rank  and  file,  the  men 
who  carried  the  musket,  will  never  cease  to  be  felt  "to  the  last 
syllable  of  recorded  time."  Nameless  and  pageless  in  history 
though  they  be, 

"They  were  the  buildors  whoso  work  is  immortal, 
Crowned  with  the  dome  that  is  over  us  all." 
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In  prcsenco  of  the  mighty  and  momentous  results  achieved 
by  tho  united  efforts  of  the  aggregated  soldiers  of  the  Union, 
how  small  and  insignificant  appear  the  influence,  the  exertions, 
and  tho  results  achieved  by  any  single  individual,  however  ex- 
alted his  position  or  wide  the  sphere  of  his  action. 

In  truth,  comrades,  with  the  general  diffusion  of  educa- 
tion and  intelligence  among  the  masses,  and  the  consequent 
development  of  individual  thought,  reflection,  and  honestly 
and  deeply  entertained  convictions,  on  all  subjects  pertaining 
to  the  common  interests  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  themselves, 

u Tho  individual  withers,  the  world  grows  more  and  more." 

God  bo  praised  it  is  so !  The  time  has  passed,  never 
again  to  recur  (as  I  confidently  believe,  and  certainly  wish), 
in  tho  history  of  the  world,  when  any  single  individual,  how- 
ever exalted  his  capacity,  is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a 
nation  of  forty  millions  of  people.  Certainly,  the  Republic  of 
tho  United  States  of  America  is  under  no  personal  govern- 
ment. 

Holy  writ  assures  us  that  no  man  can  give  greater  proof 
of  devotion  to  friend  or  cause  than  that  he  will  lay  down  his 
life  for  them.  All  over  the  South  humble  mounds,  beneath 
which  sleep  the  mortal  remains  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Union, 
undulate  the  surface.  Since  the  termination  of  the  war,  from 
diseases  contracted  and  wounds  received  during  their  military 
service,  they  are  falling,  one  by  one,  by  the  wayside.  Men 
of  all  grades  are  passing  away.  Since  we  met,  comrades,  last 
year,  in  that  pleasant  and  hospitable  city  which  is  washed  by 
the  bright  waters  of  the  great  lakes,  one  whose  noble  and 
gallant  form  we  all  remember  on  many  a  battle-field,  and 
whose  genial    presence  and    companionship  cheered  all  our 
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former  meetings — the  frank,  hearty,  and  chivalricLooMis — has 
answered  to  the  last  roll-call. 

Within  the  last  fortnight  the  lightning-winged  messenger 
has  startled  and  saddened  the  nation  with  the  melancholy  tid- 
ings of  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished,  useful, 
and  sterling  commanders  of  the  Union  armies  in  the  late  civil 
war.  Though  not  a  member  of  our  Society,  he  was  none  the 
less  our  comrade.  We  were  all  most  happy  to  welcome  him 
to  our  last  reunion,  and  he  had  promised,  within  the  last  few 
months,  to  attend  this  meeting.  But  the  commander  of  the 
national  forces  in  the  great  battle  of  Gettysburg,  in  that 
awful  and  terrible  two  days'  struggle,  which  was  the 'turning 
point  in  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  accursed  rebellion 
— George  Gordon  Meade — will  never  more  be  seen  by  his 
comrades  this  side  of  the  dark  waters  of  the  river  of  death. 

He  was  my  valued  personal  and  professional  friend.  Our 
acquaintance  and  devoted  friendship  were  of  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century's  duration.  I  come  now  to  cast  my 
tributary  handful  of  earth  on  the  mound  of  his  new-made 
grave.  May  our  surviving  comrades,  as  each  of  us  goes 
hence,  render  the  same  token  of  friendship  to  our  memory. 

"  Sure  there  's  contagion  in    the  tears  of  friends." 

And,  as  one  by  one,  our  brethren  are.  called  "  to  their 
last  account,"  let  us,  comrades,  cherish  more  warmly  the  mem- 
ory of  their  great  services  and  patriotic  devotion  to  coun- 
try and  duty.  Let  us  bind  around  us  more  closely  the  warm 
friendships  formed  during  the  stern  ordeal  of  war.  And,, 
above  all,  let  us  never  forget  the  sacred  charge  devolved  ofi 
the  survivors — the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  the  helpless 
widows  and  orphans  of  our  dead  comrades. 

The  rebellion  suppressed  and  the  war  over,  the  ranks  of 


Wood's  Oration.  73 


tho  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  like  those  of  its  sister  armies, 
melted  suddenly  Into  thin  air.  The  soldier  of  the  Union 
dotted  the  uniform  as  quickly  and  cheerfully  as  he  had  donned 
It  At  the  cull  of  duty,  and  soon  became  merged  in  the  undis- 
tinguished mass  of  his  fellow-citizens;  signalizing  his  pat- 
riotism as  fully  and  thoroughly  by  the  last  act  as  the  first. 
But  the  sublime  moral  spectacle  of  more  than  a  million  of 
men,  loured  to  the  habits  of  war  by  four  years  of  active  and 
arduous  service,  laying  down  their  arms  without  disorder, 
disturbance,  or  riot,  and  returning  quickly  to  the  avocations 
of  peaceful  life,  is  without  a  parallel  in  history.  It  could 
never  have  occurred  except  with  the  voluntary  soldiers  of  a 
freo  country. 

The  goal  proposed,  when  the  Nation  took  up  arms,  had 
been  fully  and  fairly  won.  The  rebellion  had  been  suppressed ; 
the  union  of  the  States  had  been  preserved  ;  the  integrity  and 
lawful  supremacy  of  the  national  government  had  been  as- 
serted and  maintained ;  the  Nation  had  been  saved  from  dis- 
integration. And  yet  more  than  these  stupendous  results 
bad  been  achieved.  That  social,  economical,  and  political  in- 
stitution, whose  baleful  influence  had  maddened  our  Southern 
brethren  into  rebellion,  and  for  whose  maintenance  they  had 
rashly  plunged  the  Nation  into  a  gigantic  civil  war,  was,  in 
the  progress  of  events,  abolished.  At  last,  our  actual  con- 
dition was  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  the  immortal 
Declaration  of  Independence.  To  say  that  this  result  was 
foreseen,  or  even  desired,  at  the  outset  of  the  war,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  who  took  up  arms  for  the  defense  of  the 
Nation,  would  scarcely  be  in  accordance  with  the  truth  of 
history.     Hut  we  "  builded  better  than  we  know." 
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"Manifold  are  thy  shapings,  Providence! 
Many  a  hopeless  matter  gods  arrange. 
What  we  expected,  never  came  to  pass; 
"What  we  did  not  expect,  gods  brought  to  bear ; 
So  have  things  gone,  this  whole  experience  through." 

The  changes  which  have  been  made  since  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  the  organic  law  of  the  Nation — changes  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  revolution  wrought  by 
the  war  in  the  social,  economic,  and  political  condition  of  the 
country — belong  to  the  domain  of  political  discussion,  and  of 
them  I  may  not  speak.  But  I  believe  I  shall  fitly  and  truly 
interpret  the  predominant  sentiment  of  every  soldier's  thought, 
the  prevailing  prayer  of  his  heart,  when  I  say  that,  sinking 
all  selfish  and  partisan  aims  and  views  in  presence  of  the 
momentous  interests  at  stake,  his  simple,  earnest,  unselfish 
desire  is,  that  the  practical  effect  and  working  of  these  con- 
stitutional changes,  and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
may  be  such  that  the  results  achieved  by  his  efforts,  his  suf- 
ferings, his  sacrifices  for  the  salvation  of  the  Nation,  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  union  of  the  States,  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  just  and.  constitutional  authority  of  the  national  govern- 
ment, shall  not  be  lost. 

Retrospecting,  even  in  briefest  survey,  the  momentous 
results  achieved  by  the  war  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union, 
we  can,  comrades,  without  fear  of  the  charge  of  offensive 
egotism,  justly  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  bore  a  part, 
however  humble  or  obscure,  in  their  accomplishment.  Who 
would  not  feel  self-gratulation  on  having  worn  the  buskins 
when  the  mighty  drama  of  a  "  Nation  preserved  v  was  being 
acted  ? 

In  conclusion,  comrades,  the  purpose  for  which  our  Society 
was  formed,  the  objects  which  our  annual  meetings  are  in- 
tended to  foster,  are  simply   fraternal  and  social.      We  enter- 
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tain  no  purpose  nor  object  ulterior  to  these,  least  of  all,  any 
of  partisan  or  political  significance.  We  arrogate  to  ourselves 
no  special  merit  or  virtue,  whether  for  patriotism  displayed 
or  services  rendered,  over  any  loyal  citizen  who,  in  his  sphere 
and  place,  did  his  devoir  honestly,  faithfully,  zealously,  in  the 
crisis  of  the  Nation's  imminent  peril.  In  common  with  all 
such,  we  proclaim  and  acknowledge  the  obligation  on  every 
citizen  of  all  the  broad  land,  of  the  ancient  Roman  maxim, 
ne  quid  rtspublica  detrimenti  capiat.  And  is  it  not  an  object 
worth  •truggling  for  to  the  utmost  of  our  most  ardent  en- 
deavor, comrades,  that  uo  harm  shall  come  to  the  republic? 
Permit  mo,  before  I  close,  to  fling  you  a  rude  and  imperfect 
picture  of  the  great  object  thus  presented  for  our  conser- 
vation. 

We,  comrades,  are  citizens  of  a  great,  free,  happy,  and 
prosperous  Nation  of  forty  millions  of  people,  inhabiting  a 
broad  domain  of  country,  stretching,  in  its  wide  expanse,  from 
the  great  lakes  of  the  North  to  tl^e  tropical  gulf  of  the  South, 
and  from  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  great  peaceful  ocean  ; 
blessed,  in  the  generous  and  munificent  dispensations  of  a 
kind  and  bountiful  Providence,  with  all  the  elements  of  agri- 
cultural, mineral,  manufacturing,  and  commercial  wealth,  to 
a  degree  unequaled  by  any  corresponding  boundary  of  terri- 
tory on  the  face  of  the  globe,  and  these  elements  of  wealth 
are  being  rapidly  and  productively  developed  ;  adorned,  in 
many  historic  seats  throughout  the  country,  with  venerable 
and  renowned  foundations  of  learning,  in  which  the  highest 
reach  and  attainment  of  modern  cultivation  and  scholarship 
are  given  ;  and,  far  better  than  these  special  institutions  of 
learning,  furnished  in  every  ward  of  city,  in  every  town,  vil- 
lage, hamlet,  and  township,  with  the  public  school,  in  which 
the  poorest  and  most  ragged  urchin  can  receive,  free  of  charge, 
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all  the  elements  of  a  useful,  business  education  (would  we  had, 
in  every  State  of  the  Union,  a  legal  provision  compelling  every 
child  in  the  land  to  receive  the  benefit  of  this  munificent  pro- 
vision for  general  education) ;  supplied  with  better  and  more 
abundant  means  of  commercial  communication  and  transpor- 
tation than  are  possessed  by  an}7  other  country  in  the  world 
(its  mileage  of  telegraphic  wire  is  far  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  single  country,  and  its  railroads  equal  in  extent  half 
the  mileage  of  the  world)  ;  all  these  elements  and  factors  of 
moral,  intellectual,  and  material  progress,  prosperity,  and 
greatness,  blended  in  happy  unison  under  a  free  government, 
of  the  people  and  for  the  people,  constitute,  in  their  solidarity, 
a  country  of  which,  comrades,  we  may  justly  be  proud — 
worthy  to  fight  for,  and,  if  needs  be,  to  die  for.  And  this 
country,  deserving  all  our  love  and  all  our  service,  yea,  our 
country,  how  shall  I,  in  my  closing  words  to  you,  my  com- 
rades, suitably  apostrophize  it  ? 

"  But' thou,  my  country,  thou  shalt  never  fall, 
Save  with  thy  children — thy  maternal  care, 
Thy  lavish  love,  thy  blessings  showered  on  all — 
These  are  thy  fetters — seas  and  stormy  air 
Are  the  wide  barriers  of  thy  borders,  where 
Among  the  gallant  sons  that  guard  thee  well, 
Thou  laugh'st  at  enemies:  who  shall  then  declare 
The  date  of  thy  deep-founded  strength,  or  tell 
How  happy,  in  thy  lap,  the  sons  of  men  shall  dwell?" 
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BANQUET  PROCEEDINGS. 

Tho  banqnet  given  to  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  tho  Cumberland,  on  the  evening  of  November 
21,1872,  was  magnificent  in  all  its  appointments.  The  par- 
quotte  of  the  Music  Hall  was  covered  with  a  temporary  floor 
flash  with  the  stage,  and  the  tables  were  arranged  over  the 
whole  of  this  large  space.  The  appearance  of  the  tables, 
loaded  as  they  were  with  all  the  substantial  and  delicacies 
which  are  known  to  the  gastronomic  art  and  most  tastefully 
and  elegantly  disposed,  presented  a  fine  appearance.  Pro- 
fusion was  one  of  the  cbaracteristics  of  the  entertainment, 
since  the  numbers  that  sat  down  could  have  been  filled, 
leaving  many  baskets  of  fragments  to  be  gathered  up. 

At  half-past  eight  o'clock  the  members  of  the  Society  nad  a 
number  of  citizen*,  headed  by  the  United  States  Band,  from 
Newport,  marched  from  the  Phillips  House  to  Music  Hall  and 
entered,  to  find  the  dress  circle  and  the  gallery  filled  to  the 
utmost  capacity.  Many  ladies  graced  tbe  occasion  by  their 
presence. 

After  the  banqueters  were  seated  the  band  played  some 
lively  airs.  A  blessing  was  asked  by  Chaplain  Earnsiiaw,  of 
the  Soldiers'  Home,  and  General  T.  J.  Wood  gave  the  order, 
"  Comrades,  fall  to,"  whicb  they  obeyed  with  all  the  vigor  the 
appetizing  viands  were  calculated  to  impart.  At  half-past  nine, 
General  Hooker,  who  presided,  directed  General  Maxwell, 
the  first  Vice-President,  to  proceed  with  the  reading  of  the 
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toasts,  which  was  done  with  proper  clearness  and  emphasis, 
and  the  responses  followed  according  to  programme: 


TOASTS. 


1.  "Our  Country."    Kesponse  by  Colonel  M.  P.  Nolan. 

2.  "The  President  of  the  United  States."  Response  by 
General  Isaac  R.  Sherwood. 

3.  "The  Army  and  Navy."  Response  by  Colonel  Ed. 
A.  Parrott. 

4.  "  The  Army  of  the  Potomac."  Response  by  General 
Tnos.  J.  Jordan. 

5.  "  The  Armies  of  the  "West."  Response  by  General 
T.  L.  Young. 

6.  "  The  Cavalry  of  the  Armies."  Response  by  Captain 
E.  M.  Colver. 

7.  "The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  its  Battles." 
Response  by  General  Anson  G.  McCook. 

8.  "  George  II.  Thomas."     Standing  and  in  silence. 

9.  "  The  Rank  and  File  of  the  Army."  Response  by 
General  Chas.  Cruft. 

10.  "  The  Volunteer  Soldiers,  the  Bulwark  of  the  Na- 
tion— Citizens  in  Peace  and  Soldiers  in  War."  Response  by 
Hon.  Samuel  Craighead. 

11.  "The  United  States  Sanitary  and  Christian  Commis- 
sion."    Response  by  General  Gates  P.  Tiiruston. 

12.  "Our  Sister  Societies  of  Other  Armies  always  Wel- 
come."    Response  by  General  Durbin  Ward. 

13.  "  The  Loyal  Women."  Response  by  General  Chas. 
II.  Grosvenor. 
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First  Toast: 

"OUR  COUNTRY." 

Rcsponso  by  Colonel  M.  P.  Nolan: 

Mr.  President,  Soldiers  op  the  Army  op  TnE  Cumberland, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

The  pleasing  duty  of  responding  to  the  first  regular  toast  of 
tlio  evening,  "Our  Country,"  has  just  boon  assigned  to  me,  in  the 
absence  of  Major-General  J.  D.  Cox.  The  reason  I  have  been 
thus  honored,  is,  I  presume,  owing  to  the  fact  of  my  having  come 
upon  this  land  of  ours  at  a  very  tender  age ;  that  I  moved  West, 
and  grew  up  with  the  country — circumstances  which  combine  to 
inspire  one  with  love  of  country,  as  well  as  a  knowledge  of  it. 

Our  country  is  superior  to  any  other  upon  the  globe,  and  this 
continent  is  the  queen  of  the  hemisphere; — having  the  largest  lakes, 
the  greatest  cataracts,  the  largest  rivers,  the  longest  mountain 
ranges,  the  largest  plains  of  productive  lands,  and  less  deserts  than 
any  other  country  on  earth. 

Certain  plants  are  indigenous  to  certain  climes.  This  is  an 
established  fact,  and  applicable  to  all  countries  ;  but  to  our  country 
alone  is  liberty  indigenous.  For,  unlike  all  other  countries,  the 
people  of  this  enjoy  free  institutions,  possess  free  education,  have 
a  thirst  for  knowledge  and  the  spirit  of  progress.  Hence,  the  peo- 
ple of  no  other  country  could  have  produced  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  could  conform  to  its  spirit  or  teachings,  preserve  it 
intact,  and  live  up  to  its  letter.  Who,  therefore,  does  not  feel  proud 
of  this  country?  Who  would  not  fight  for  the  preservation  of  ouf 
institutions?  Having  produced  this  declaration  of  rights,  we 
should  feel  justly  proud,  for  never  again  will  such  a  tablet  of  glory 
be  presented  for  signature  to  the  children  of  men. 

Our  country  is  a  vast  Republic,  the  people  governing  them- 
selves ;  all  are  interested ;  each  man  is  a  stockholder ;  the  founda- 
tions of  our  government  are  laid  deep  in  the  hearts  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 
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A  certain  stump  orator,  last  summer,  while  passing  over  this 
country,  declared  to  his  audiences  that  we  lived  under  a  despotism. 
To  this  item  of  news,  I  have  only  to  say  that  neither  the  country 
from  which  he  emigrated,  nor  the  people  of  any  other  country  on 
God's  green  earth,  have  ever  been  able  to  produce  another  despot- 
ism like  it. 

Our  country,  being  so  great,  can  not  produce  an  indifferent 
people ;  and  the  people  partake  in  their  liberality  of  the  country 
they  inhabit.  For  here  we  find  all  creeds,  all  parties,  all  nationali- 
ties, and  all  colors,  not  only  tolerated,  but  protected,  the  road  to 
preferment  being  open  to  every  one.  Nor  is  the  individuality  of 
the  citizen  lost  in  the  vastness  of  the  government. 

The  enemies  of  republican  institutions  were  swift  to  predict 
the  downfall  of  ours  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  dur- 
ing its  progress ;  but  history,  whose  work  is,  at  best,  but  melan- 
choly, will  never  write  the  story  of  our  Republic  in  despair. 
Armies  of  the  people  arose  in  their  might,  prominent  among  whom 
was  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  overthrew  slavery,  suppressed  the 
rebellion,  and  demonstrated  to  the  world  that  the  people  of  our 
country  were  capable  of  self-government.  With  these  sublime 
events,  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberlannd,  will  your  names 
be  forever  associated.  But  not  with  these  events  alone  will  your 
names  be  mentioned ;  but  your  fame  for  the  perpetuation  of  free 
institutions  will  grow  higher  and  brighter,  as  freedom  covers  the 
earth,  and  until  a  slave  is  not  known  in  the  world. 

Looking  over  this  festive  scene,  a  throng  of  fair  women  and 
brave  men,  soldiers  and  ladies,  men  of  gallant  bearing  and  women  of 
surpassing  beauty,  with  the  lights  streaming  over  the  decorations, 
produce  a  dazzling  effect  upon  my  senses.  Look  beyond  this,  upon 
the  country  at  large  !  We  see  man,  triumphant  mail,  with  the  light 
of  heaven  upon  his  brow,  the  lire  of  freedom  in  his  eye,  and,  sinco 
the  adoption  of  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  constitu- 
tional amendments,  his  proud  foot  placed  upon  the  grave  of  Ameri- 
can slavery,  and  his  exulting  voice  raised  in  prayers  of  thanks  to 
Almighty  God  for  having  given  to  him  so  good  a  country. 
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Second  Toast: 

"THE   PRESIDENT   OP   THE    UNITED    STATES." 

General  Sherwood's  response: 

"  Tho  President  of  the  United  States  "—the  central  force  of 
the  freest,  the  most  muscular,  and  the  most  thoroughly  alive  nation 
upon  earth — is  too  much  of  a  subject  for  a  ten  minutes'  talk  at  a 
soldiers'  supper.  Whether  this  sentiment  be  to  the  office,  or  the 
man  who  fills  it,  I  have  neither  language  to  exalt  the  position,  nor 
fresh  tributes  to  the  man  who  exalts  the  office. 

That  pinnacle  of  the  American  politician — the  Presidential 
chair — which,  judging  by  the  present  and  the  past,  is  liable  to  be 
wanned  by  a  soldier,  but  never  by  a  philosopher,  so  near  and  so 
dear  to  ambition,  is  too  elaborate  a  piece  of  upholstery  to  be  jostled 
around  this  convivial  board.  Let  us  rather  talk  of  that  broad-based, 
strong-nerved,  eminently  just  and  practical  man,  who  led  our  armies 
through  tho  breakers  of  war,  and  who  has  guided  this  nation  so 
calmly  through  our  civil  strife.  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  separate 
tho  man  Grant  from  the  President  Grant.  The  name  is  so  in- 
dissolubly  connected  with  all  the  great  events  of  the  past  decade, 
civil  as  well  as  martial,  that  we  can  scarcely  read  our  history  with- 
out finding  it  shining  on  every  page.  It  is  one  of  the  felicities  of 
General  Grant's  public  life  that  he  is  honorably  associated  with 
both  war  and  peace.  With  war,  as  the  commander  of  all  our  armies ; 
with  peace,  as  the  successful  advocate  of  arbitration  for  the  settle- 
ment of  international  controversies.  He  was  first  in  war ;  he  is 
first  in  peace ;  and  the  November  tribute  of  thirty  great  States 
warrants  the  assertion  that  he  is  fii>t  in  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men. 

The  name  of  Washington  always  calls  up  the  war  of  the  rev- 
olution. And  yet  the  career  of  Washington,  as  President,  in  har- 
monizing the  conflicting  policies  among  the  great  leaders  of  the 
revolution  ;  in  avoiding  entangling  alliances  with  foreign  nations  ; 


Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


in  crystallizing  the  inbreathing  spirit  of  a  new-born  liberty  into  a 
national  life — and  setting  the  young  republic  on  the  track  of  em- 
pire— give  him  a  higher  place  in  history,  and  more  strongly  endear 
his  memory  to  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  than  his  career  as  a 
soldier. 

The  mention  of  Grant  always  calls  up  his  career  as  a  soldier ; 
and  yet,  when  we  shall  all  be  under  the  sod — when  the  political 
bickerings  and  animosities  of  the  hour  shall  have  been  forgotten — 
when  the  impartial  historian,  seeking  the  salient  events  of  this 
epoch,  not  from  living  witnesses,  but  dead  books,  shall  give  Grant 
his  place  in  history — it  will  be  found  that  his  career  as  President 
contributed  more  to  the  great  cause  of  unity  and  fraternal  love 
among  his  people  than  his  unequaled  services  in  war.  And  his 
Treaty  of  Washington  will  take  its  place  as  the  most  magnificent 
contribution  to  the  cause  of  civilization  and  the  peace  of  nations  in 
all  history.  In  saying  this,  I  do  not  belittle  Grant's  services  as  a 
soldier;  nor  do  I  desire  that  those  services  should  be  forgotten.  I 
would  not  hide  the  soldier  in  the  President.  Grant  fought  the  re- 
bellion in  manly  combat,  with  bullets  and  bayonets,  and  through 
red-mouthed  cannon.  A  more  learned  man  than  he,  in  the  Na- 
tional Capitol,  fought  the  same  rebellion  with  Greek  fire  from  the 
Pagan  classics,  through  the  Congressional  Globe.  Each  had  a  mis- 
sion, and  each  fulfilled  it  well.  The  presence  of  one  at  the  White 
House  is  no  more  a  menace  to  the  defeated  South  than  the  other 
in  the  Senate.  Grant's  presence  at  the  White  House  is  peace. 
Grant's  presence  at  the  White  House  secures  peace  to  the  inmate 
of  the  lowest  cabin  in  all  this  land.  Grant's  presence  at  the  White 
House  is  a  shining  light  in  the  nation's  pathway  to  glory,  and  a 
refutation  of  the  slander  to  man's  humanity  that  republics  are  un- 
grateful. 

Nor  do  I  believe  that  oft-quoted  assertion  that  the  pen  is 
mightier  than  the  sword.  I  believe  it  is  a  cheap  sentimentalism 
that  belies  the  logic  of  history.  Every  conquest  of  value  since 
God  made  man  has  been  through  heroic  sacrifice  and  the  blood  of 
martyrs.     It  was  not  the  blossoming  rod  of  Moses,  but  the  swift 
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sword  of  Joshua,  that  gave  the  promised  land  to  Israel.  It  was  not 
tho  Declaration  of  Independence  that  made  possible  our  nationality, 
but  Washington  at  Valley  Forge.  The  unification  of  both  Ger- 
many and  Italy  have  been  accomplished  by  tho  sword.  Lincoln's 
proclamation  of  emancipation  has  been  cited  as  a  great  triumph  of 
tho  pen.  But  this  was  the  sentiment  of  a  nation  quickened  into 
life  by  tho  mad  havoc  of  war,  and  intensified  into  expression 
through  the  desperation  of  the  conflict.  Not  all  the  ink-jugs  in 
this  land,  preaching  emancipation  through  a  million  pens,  would 
have  created  such  an  outburst  of  patriotic  emotion  as  that  crash  of 
cannon  shot  against  the  walls  of  Sumter.  When  cannon  speak,  na- 
tions think ;  and  amid  the  clash  of  great  armies  they  think  great 
thoughts.  John  Brown  wrote  the  emancipation  proclamation  on  the 
mountains  of  Virginia,  before  Lincoln  dreamed,  or  dreaming,  would 
have  dared  to  utter  it.  But  he  wrote  it  with  his  blood.  Was  it  not 
his  soul  that  went  marching  on  ?  But  it  was  not  the  proclamation  of 
emancipation  that  freed  the  slave ;  it  was  Lincoln,  as  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army.  It  was  not  Lincoln's  pen,  nor  the  great- 
hearted spirit  that  inspired  its  utterances,  that  gave  liberty  to  the 
slave  ;  it  was  the  tramping  hosts  of  freedom,  with  its  lines  of  steel. 
It  was  not  the  phillipics  of  Sumner  in  the  Senate — magnificent, 
and  classic,  and  cold — that  destroyed  slavery,  and  rescued  our  na- 
tionality ;  it  was  Grant  in  front  of  Lee,  Thomas  in  Tennessee,  and 
"  Sherman  and  his  boys  "  thundering  to  the  sea.  That  wonderful 
poet  barrister,  Philip  James  Bailey,  says  in  his  Festus : 

"While  men  are  what  they  are;    while  ruled  by  men; 
"While  rights  are  worth  maintaining; 
Freedom  keeping;    or  life  having; 
So  long  the  sword  shall  shine." 

It  was  Mazzini  who  said  :  "  The  angel  of  martyrdom  and  the 
angel  of  victory  are  brothers ;  the  one  looks  up  from  the  earth,  and 
the  other  looks  down  from  heaven ;  and  it  is  only  from  epoch  to 
epoch  that  their  eyes  meet  between  earth  and  heaven — that  creation 
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is  embellished  with  a  new  life,  and  a  people  arises,  evangelist  or 
prophet,  from  the  cradle  or  the  tomb." 

Was  not  this  a  grander  epoch  for  us,  and  for  all  humanity, 
when  the  war  clouds  lifted  above  the  last  crimson  battle-field,  and 
the  angel  of  peace,  serenely  grand  in  the  bright  aurora  of  a  new 
nation,  came  forth  to  greet  the  angel  of  martyrdom  and  the  angel 
of  victory.  And  is  it  not  a  fitting  climax  to  this,  the  grandest 
epoch  of  the  ages,  that  the  great  soldier  who  swung  his  victorious 
eagles  through  the  sulphury  smoke  of  battle  into  the  silent  air  of 
peace,  and  our  liberties  and  our  nationality  were  safe,  should  guide 
a  grateful  people  in  their  grand  career  of  empire. 

This  is  Grant,  the  soldier,  the  President,  the  man.  Like  Ten- 
nison's  magnificent  Duke,  he  stands  before  you, 

'    "  Great  in  saving  common  sense,  and  in  simplicity  sublime." 

When  his  mission  as  President  is  ended,  may  it  be  our  good  fortune 
as  a  nation  to  find  another  leader  as  robust  in  manhood,  as  firmly 
grounded  in  principle,  as  faithful,  and  as  safe. 

Third  Toast: 

u  THE   ARMY   AND    THE    NAVY." 


Response  by  Colonel  E.  A.  Parrott  : 

A  hundred  years,  lacking  one,  have  passed  since  the  men  of 
Boston,  to  whom  and  their  like  in  their  days,  we  owe  our  republi- 
can form  of  government,  were  assembled  in  council  in  the  old 
South  Church,  and  the  historian  records  that,  when  Samuel 
Adams  announced  "  this  meeting  can  do  nothing  more  to  save  the 
country,"  the  war-whoop  was  sounded  at  the  door,  and  some  three- 
score of  patriots,  disguised  under  the  feathers  and  paint  of  Indians, 
made  their  way  to  the  wharf,  boarded  the  vessel,  and  emptied  the 
British  tea  into  Boston  harbor. 

Shall  I  be  far  wrong  in  speaking  of  this  movement  as  the  begin- 
ning of  the  history  of  the  American  army?     For,  although   it 
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lacked  much  of  the  character  of  an  army,  as  wo  popularly  speak, 
it  was  the  first  use  of  force  in  the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  the 
rights  of  the  American  people,  and  for  what  other  than  this  high 
purpose  has  the  American  army  ever  hcen  employed? 

Bat  whether  or  no  it  bo  historically  correct  to  date  the  exist- 
ence of  our  army  so  far  back,  assuredly  the  characteristics  of  the 
little  force  to  which  I  have  referred,  its  paucity  of  numbers,  its 
patriotism  of  purpose,  Its  effectiveness  in  operation,  have  not  ceased 
continuously  to  distinguish  the  gallant  little  army  upon  which  to 
resist  invasion  or  insurrection  at  homo,  or  to  vindicate  our  honor 
on  a  foreign  soil,  the  national  force  has  always  rallied. 

A  standing  army,  it  has  been  said,  is  a  standing  menace  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  among  which  it  is  maintained ;  and  in  a 
general  way  this  is  true,  because,  for  the  most  part,  such  an  army 
is  in  number  sufficient  to  overawe  the  people,  is  officered  by  an  ex- 
clusive class,  the  mere  existenco  of  which  is  antagonistic  to  popular 
rights,  and  is  the  compliant  creature  of  the  king  or  kaiser  that 
fosters  and  feeds  it. 

But  these  conditions  are  none  of  them  involved  in  the  existence 
of  our  army. 

The  American  idea  is  to  keep  up  only  a  skeleton  organization, 
upon  which,  in  the  hour  of  need,  to  clothe  the  energy  and  bravery 
and  adaptation  to  arms  of  the  volunteers,  in  whom,  after  all,  is  the 
real  power  of  the  Nation.  And  thus  we  hold  the  superior  force  in 
reserve,  to  be  called  out  only  by  the  voice  of  the  people  itself;  su- 
perior in  numbers,  and  yet  more  in  motive  when  the  defense  of 
its  rights  is  the  issue.  And  again,  the  aggressive  advance  of  our 
peculiar  civilization  has  broken  down  all  the  barriers  that  do  com- 
monly hedge  about  high  places  of  command,  and  any  boy  in  the 
land  has  just  as  good  a  chance  to  become  general  as  president ;  it 
is  only  the  first  step  that  costs,  and  the  favor  of  the  congressman 
or  appointing  power  being  secured,  the  way  is  open  to  rich  and 
poor,  to  white  and  black,  to  high  and  low  degree  alike.  And  for  the 
rest,  the  idea,  which  is  born  with  every  American  child  and  devel- 
oped in  every  successive  stage  of  its  education,  that  the  people  is  the 
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supreme  power  of  the  land,  above  the  general  and  above  the  pres- 
ident, the  source  of  honor  and  emolument,  is  likely  to  keep  our 
army  and  its  officers  steady  on  the  side  of  popular  liberty  as  against 
the  encroachments  of  power. 

None  more  highly  appreciate  the  worth  of  our  army  than  you, 
my  comrades,  who  have  been  eye-witnesses  of  its  valor  on  many  a 
well-fought  field — who  know  by  hard  experience  the  great  value 
of  discipline,  and  have  seen  the  advantages  of  professional  train- 
ing to  arms  attested  by  the  steady  rise  to  the  chief  places  of  com- 
mand of  the  men  of  the  old  army,  these  who  led  you  to  final 
success,  and  some  of  whom  honor  us  to-night  with  their  sympathy 
and  presence. 

What  shall  I  say  of  our  navy,  but  that  its  history  is  an  un- 
broken record  of  heroic  daring,  of  chivalric  courage  and  wonder- 
ful success,  only  paralleled  in  the  tales  of  eastern  romance. 

Its  opening  chapter  is  the  story  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard, 
and  the  immortal  commodore,  Paul  Jones,  the  equal  of  Nelson 
in  courage,  and  not  his  inferior  in  genius. 

Engaging  a  superior  foe,  fighting  on,  though  his  ship  was 
sinking,  his  officers  dismayed,  his  crew  half-mutinous,  and  his 
decks  raked  by  the  fire  of  a  treacherous  ally,  from  impending  de- 
feat he  snatched  a  victory  that  compelled  the  applause  of  the  enemy 
himself.  Nor  is  the  last  chapter,  written  in  our  own  times,  a  less 
glorious  record. 

It  tells  how  Farraout,  lashing  himself  in  the  maintop  of  the 
Hartford,  dared  almost  assured  destruction  for  the  bare  chance  of 
success  ;  tells  of  the  unequal  combat  of  the  Cumberland  with  the 
mail-clad  Merrimac — monstrum  ignotum  et  korrendum. 

It  is  the  story  of  a  Goliath  and  a  David  reversed  ;  and  as  we 
read  how  Morris  scorning  to  surrender  even  his  sinking  ship,  just 
as  the  hurrying  waters  rushed  to  close  the  mouths  of  his  guns,  de- 
livered a  last  broadside,  and  with  his  flag  still  flying,  sunk  to  a 
glorious  grave,  we  feel  that  the  heroism  of  Thermophylse  and  the 
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palmier  days  of  Laceromon,  are  matched  in    our  times  and  by 
our  comrades — 

"When  lhall  their  glory  fado?" 

Turning  over  theso  pages,  luminous  with  their  history,  we  may 
well  take  up  the  old  chorus : 

u  The  array  and  navy  forever, 
And  tfiree  cheers  for  the  red,  white,  and  blue." 

Fourth  Toast: 


"  THE   ARMY   OP   THE   POTOMAC." 

Response  by  General  Thomas  A.  Jordan  : 

Mr.  President: 

Though  an  unexpected  honor,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  re- 
spond to  the  toast,  "The  Army  of  the  Potomac."  But,  sir,  I  see 
around  me  many  of  its  honored  and  gallant  officers,  any  of  whom 
would  be  better  able  to  do  justice  to  so  exalted  a  subject.  When? 
brother  soldiers,  I  turn  my  face  toward  the  seat  occupied  by 
the  presiding  officer  at  this  banquet,  I  look  upon  the  stalwart 
and  honored  form  of  one  who  is  the  living  embodiment  of  the  his- 
tory of  that  grand  old  army.  One,  sir,  whose  deeds  of  noble  dar- 
ing, exalted  chivalry,  and  grand  old-fashioned  loyal  bravery  will 
be  a  theme  for  the  poet  and  painter  for  all  coming  time.  I  can, 
fellow -comrades,  allude  to  but  one  man,  and  that,  our  gallant  fight- 
ing Joe  ITookbr.     May  God  bless  him  and  keep  him  forever. 

The  deeds  of  that  noble  army  are  written  in  lines  of  blood  and 
carnage,  and  the  bones  of  its  honored  dead  are  bleaching  on  every 
battle-field,  from  Washington  to  the  Appomattox.  Its  chivalry,  its 
daring,  and,  above  all,  its  genuine  pluck,  no  reverses  could  de- 
stroy, and  it  often  rose  from  a  stricken  field  with  gigantic  strength, 
and  hurled  back  the  before  victorious  foe  in  utter  ruin  and  defeat. 
After  the  bloody  battles  that  it  sustained  on  the  Chickahominy,  and 
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its  awful  losses  from  sickness  and  disease,  produced  by  the  miasma 
from  that  fatal  stream,  it  met  the  enemy,  who,  in  his  pride,  sought  to 
invade  the  happy  homes  of  the  North,  and  at  Antietam  taught  the 
haughty  Lee  that  loyal  freemen,  battling  for  the  right,  their  homes, 
and  sweethearts,  were  invincible,  and  hurled  him  back  broken  and 
disheartened  to  the  south  of  the  Potomac.  And,  sir,  when  again, 
in  utter  desperation,  the  victorious  hosts  of  the  stars  and  bars  in- 
vaded the  peaceful  homes  and  fruitful  soil  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  its  gallant  Meade,  that  formed  the 
country's  bulwark,  and  at  Gettysburg,  after  three  most  awful  days 
of  carnage,  in  which  the  streams  and  rivulets  literally  ran  blood, 
compelled  the  rebel  host  to  fall  back  for  safety  to  the  sacred  soil  of 
Virginia.  But,  sir,  there  is  nothing  so  clearly  exemplifies  the  true 
soldier  as  his  conduct  and  bearing  under  defeat.  In  any  other 
country  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  such  defeats  as  Bull  Pun,  Fred- 
ericksburg, the  campaign  under  General  Pope  in  Virginia,  Ckan- 
cellorsville,  and  the  awful  series  of  battles  in  the  valley  of  Virginia, 
would  have  ended  the  war;  but  where  intelligence,  love  of  country, 
and  genuine  daring  are  united,  as  it  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, no  reverses  or  defeats  could  dampen  its  ardor,  and  at  the  next 
succeeding  battle  it  again  bared  its  breast,  and  shoulder  to  shoulder 
as  gallantly  confronted  the  foe,  as  though  it  had  always  been  vic- 
torious. It  was,  Mr.  President,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  that 
finally  compelled,  and  received  the  surrender  of  General  Lee, 
and  ended  the  war.  But,  sir,  the  path  of  this  army  was  marked 
by  the  graves  of  many  gallant  dead.  Phil.  Kearney,  Birney, 
Baker,  Mansfield,  Eeynolds,  Sedgwick,  and  a  host  of  others, 
''sleep  their  last  sleep."  But,  sir,  they  died  gloriously ;  the  stars 
and  stripes  were  around  them,  and  their  faces  to  the  foe.  And 
now,  sir,  though  the  tramp  of  armed  men  hurrying  to  the  fight  is 
no  longer  seen,  yet,  "  one  by  one,"  our  gallant  comrades  are  drop- 
ping into  the  grave.  But  a  short  time  since,  that  Christian  gen- 
tleman and  gallant  soldier,  George  Gordon  Meade,  breathed  his 
last,  calmly  and  quietly,  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  his  body 
is  now  awaiting  its  final  call  in  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery,  near  Phila- 


Banquet  Proceedings.  89 

delphia.  Thus,  in  a  few  short  years,  "  one  by  one,"  this  gallant 
company  will  pass  beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley,  and  these  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  its  sister 
Society  of  the  Potomac,  will  ceaso  to  bo  held  ;  but  their  deeds  havo 
gone  into  history,  and  will  never  be  lost.  'T  is  indeed  a  sad  thought 
to  contemplate;  but  'tis  inevitable.  May  wo  all,  like  the  gallant 
y\  kadis  and  that  grand  old  commander,  that  revered  and  honored 
father  of  his  army,  our  own  Thomas,  be  ever  ready.  And  when 
the  final  hour  shall  come,  may  we  be  able  as  calmly  to  fold  our 
hands  and  close  our  eyes  in  confident  assurance  of  the  welcome, 
11  Well  dono,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord.1' 

Fifth  Toast: 

'  "THE   ARMIES   OF   THE   WEST." 

Response  by  General  Thomas  L.  Young  : 

Comrades: 

As  I  was  not  originally  chosen  by  your  committee  to  respond 
to  the  sentiment  just  read,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  expected  to  say 
much  on  the  subject;  but  it  is  a  grand  theme,  and  I  should  admit 
a  want  of  common  intelligence  if  I  could  not  say  something  in  re- 
sponse to  it,  however  flat  or  uninteresting  it  may  prove  to  be. 

The  armies  of  the  West  were  not  contemporary  with  the  armies 
of  the  East.  When  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded  on  the  13th  of  April, 
18G1,  and  awakened  the  fear  of  the  people  to  the  peril  overhanging 
the  nation,  the  patriotic  heart  of  the  West  responded  to  that  of  the 
East,  and  jointly  the  two  loyal  sections  furnished  the  first  army 
called  by  the  President  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion.  This 
national  army  fought  but  two  battles,  Big  Bethel,  where  it  was 
whipped,  and  Bull  Run,  where  it  evinced  a  remarkable  degree  of 
unsteadiness  and  a  strong  desire  to  return  home  on  the  double 
quick,  for  the  Black  Horse  cavalry  was  after  it,  and  the  boys  all 
knew  that  Washington  City  was  a  good  place  to  bivouac. 


90  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Then,  my  comrades,  grim  war  showed  his  wrinkled  front  in 
dead  earnest.  Then  the  horizon  of  national  prosperity  and  peace 
looked  dark  and  gloomy  indeed.  Then  the  northern,  eastern,  and 
western  heart  was  truly  fired  with  a  patriotism  which  brought, 
after  years  of  toil,  and  hardship,  and  bloodshed,  and  death  to  many 
a  gallant  heart,  and  sadness  and  mourning  to  thousands  of  firesides 
all  over  the  nation,  a  glorious,  and  I  hope  a  lasting  peace  and  uni- 
fication. 

Then  came  the  organization  of  real  armies  all  over  the  loyal 
States,  and,  among  them,  the  armies  of  the  West.  Buell,  Fremont, 
McPherson,  Sherman,  Nelson,  Grant,  Pope,  Hartsuff,  Bose- 
crans,  Hunter,  and  many  other  captains,  now  famous  in  history, 
were  the  great  organizers  of  the  armies  of  the  West. 

To  dwell  on  the  exploits  of  these  armies  on  such  an  occasion 
as  this,  would  be  out  of  place  and  in  bad  taste.  They  are  spread 
over  the  pages  of  history,  and  are  known  to  mankind  wherever 
there  is  a  written  language,  and  will  be  read  with  admiration  by 
posterity  forever ;  but  some  of  the  men  who  took  an  active  part  in 
these  exploits  of  war  are  present  here  to-night. 

You  are  the  men  who,  in  a  hundred  hard-fought  battles,  wrested 
victory  from  the  too  brave  enemies  of  their  country;  you  are  the 
men  who  bear  honorable  scars  on  your  bodies,  to  attest,  as  long  as 
life  shall  last,  the  earnestness  of  your  patriotism.  You  have  gath- 
ered here  in  this  beautiful  city,  among  the  most  hospitable  men 
and  most  beautiful  women  in  the  land,  to  renew  the  friendships 
formed  in  the  face  of  death,  and  to  fight  your  battles  o'er  again. 
In  this  laudable  purpose  there  is  not  a  generous  or  loyal  heart  in 
this  broad  nation  which  your  courage  has  saved,  which  will  not 
reach  out  to  us  to-night,  and  say,  God  bless  you,  every  one. 


Banquet  Proceedings.  91 

Sixth  Toast: 

"THE   CAVALRY   OF   THE   ARMIES." 

Response  by  Captain  Colver  : 

Mr.  President  and  Comrades  : 

The  humblest  representative  of  that  legion,  how  may  I  in  fit- 
ting terms  respond,  on  behalf  of  tho  long  roll  of  gallant  living  and 
heroic  dead  numbered  with  tho  cavalry  of  the  armies  ?  Forming 
no  distinct  body  or  separate  organization  as  an  army,  the  theater 
of  their  service  was  bounded  only  by  the  confines  of  the  continent ; 
tho  scope  of  their  duty  measured  only  by  the  demands  and  neces- 
sities of  tho  hour.^  Through  their  bravery  and  endurance  at  the 
outset,  unaided  by  the  elements  of  discipline  and  experience,  the 
tramp  of  their  triumphant  steeds  shook  every  field  of  that  contest 
from  Pea  Ridge  to  Five  Forks.  The  bugle  call  rang  out  from  the 
advance  beyond  the  dark  Cedars  at  Stone  Eiver,  on  the  bloody  field 
at  Kelley's  Ford,  alike  in  the  valleys  of  the  Shenandoah,  on  the 
crest  of  tho  Cumberland  range,  and  in  the  swamps  of  the  Caro- 
linas.  Their  sabers  flashed  defiance  at  the  foe.  The  cavalry  of  the 
armies,  a  host  of  unstarred  heroes,  they  carved  with  their  blades 
an  immortality  of  fame. 

As  Sheridan,  Wilson,  Custer,  and  Stanley,  living,  so  Dahl- 
gren,  Milliken,  Kosengarten,  and  Zagonyi,  dead,  are  the  nation's 
historic  jewels.  Surviving  comrades  in  peace,  our  mission  is  one  of 
fraternal  greeting.  We  offer  the  tributes  of  a  heart  welcome  as  hand 
grasps  hand.  The  cheers  that  roll  along  the  line  to-night  is  the 
echo  of  the  song  of  peace.  We  ask  no  pardon  for  the  bickerings 
of  the  past — they  are  all  forgot.  In  this  hour  we  know  no  rank  or 
distinction  ;  the  private  and  the  colonel,  the  corporal  and  the  gen- 
eral, meet  and  clasp  hands  on  the  broad  lead  of  citizenship  ;  meet 
as  comrades  united  by  the  band  of  a  fellowship  wedded  in  the  fire 
of  battles,  bound  by  the  pledges  of  an  unending  fidelity,  witnessed 
in  the  dark  hours  of  adversity  and  defeat,  and  redeemed  in  glori- 
ous victory.     It  matters  but  little  in  what  regiment,  brigade,  or 
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division  of  the  grand  army  you  were  enrolled;  whether  you  served 
with  the  disciplined  veterans  under  Meade,  or  in  the  ever-advancing 
lines  under  Sherman,  all  were  clothed  in  the  same  uniform,  followed 
the  same  starry  banner,  served  in  the  same  glorious  cause.  At 
this  hour  who  shall  dare  to  draw  the  lines  and  say,  this  the  true 
and  this  the  brave?  When  the  passions,  the  jealousies,  and  the 
animosities  of  the  hour  are  buried  in  deserved  oblivion,  possibly 
may  the  historian  be  able  to  do  justice  to  the  Roll  of  Honor. 

When  time  shall  have  hallowed,  as  it  will,  the  scenes  and 
events  of  our  struggle  for  liberty  and  unity,  the  brightest  pages  on 
the  yet  unwritten  record  of  the  veterans  of  the  Potomac,  and  the 
Gulf,  of  the  Ohio,  the  Tennessee,  and  the  Cumberland,  will  bear 
ample  testimony  of  their  valor  and  devotion,  while  no  picture  will 
be  complete,  no  page  finished,  that  leaves  untinted  or  unlined  the 
heroic  achievements  of  the  cavalry  of  the  armies. 

Our  comrade  dead,  mustered  out  of  life's  service  into  eternal 
victory  on  the  fields  of  their  glory,  I  know  and  feel  that  the  rich 
and  lasting  tribute  they  deserve  can  find  no  expression  in  human 
language.  For  them  't  is  well.  The  grave  can  not  bury  the  glory 
of  their  deeds,  nor  hide  in  the  dust  the  purity  of  their  motives  and 
their  lives.  Their  names,  however  humble  or  renowned,  are  the 
legacy  of  the  nation  they  died  to  save,  and  wherever  undaunted 
valor  or  heroism  shall  receive  the  meed  of  virtue,  then  their  mem- 
ory shall  be  sacred  as  long  as  men  walk  the  earth  and  history  and 
tradition  perpetuate  the  memory  of  worthy  deeds,  so  long  shall  it 
be  told  how  truly  they  lived,  how  nobly  they  died. 

"A  chosen  corps,  they  are  marching  on, 
In  a  wider  field  than  ours. 
We  shall  meet  and  greet  with  closing  ranks 
In  time's  declining  scene, 

When  the  bugles  of  God  shall  sound  recall,  i 

And  the  battle  of  life  is  won." 
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Seventh  Toast: 

"TUB  ARMY  OP  THE  CUMBERLAND  AND  ITS  BATTLES." 

Response  of  General  Anson  G.  McCook  : 

Ma.  President  and  Comrades: 

In  rising  to  respond  to  the  toast  just  read,  I  cheerfully  admit 
ray  utter  inability  to  do  it  justice,  and  only  make  the  attempt  in 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  committee.  To  me  it  seems  as 
though  the  subject  was  one  that  more  properly  belongs  to  the  his- 
torian, as  in  its  vory  nature  it  requires  patient  application  and 
study,  and  therefore  not  to  be  more  than  glanced  at  in  the  few 
brief  moments  allowed  to  an  after-dinner  speech. 

No  one  can  think  of  the -Army  of  the  Cumberland  without  recalling 
marches  and  maneuvers,  hardships  and  privations,  battles  and 
bloodshed,  that  have  become  a  portion  of  the  history  of  the  war, 
no  more  to  be  separated  from  it  than  the  sun  from  the  heavens. 
Like  other  great  armies,  it  grew  out  of  the  necessities  of  the 
nation;  but  it  differed  from  the  majority  of  them  in  this,  that  it 
carried  upon  its  muster-rolls  the  names  of  regiments  from  every 
part  of  our  common  country.  In  other  respects,  also,  it  was  a  pe- 
culiar army. 

The  armies  of  the  East  and  West  were  made  up  largely  of 
men  from  their  respective  sections ;  and  while  one  could  justly 
lay  claim  to  almost  faultless  discipline,  the  other  could  boast  of  a 
marked  independence  in  thought  and  action.  It  was  the  happy 
fortune  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  my  comrades,  to  combine 
the  qualities  of  each,  and,  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  our 
glorious  commanders  to  show  that  obedience  to  authority  need  not 
destroy  individuality,  and  that  soldierly  dash  and  vim  were 
not  incompatible  with  endurance  and  tenacity  of  purpose. 
True,  it  was  no  braver  and  no  better  than  its  sister  armies.  It 
performed  no  greater  servico  to  the  Eepublic  than  those  by  whose 
side  it  fought.    Its  roll  of  honored  dead  is  no .  larger  than  that  of 
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many  others,  yet  it  appears  to  me  that,  constituted  as  it  was,  the 
especial  glory  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  consisted  in  its  being, 
more  than  any  other,  the  representative  army  of  the  nation. 

At  this  time  and  in  this  presence,  any  attempted  narrative  or 
anatysis  of  the  battles  in  which  it  participated,  would  be  for  me 
simply  impossible.  Only  those  whose  privilege  it  was  to  be  aware 
of  the  combinations  and  movements  in  progress,  or  who  have, 
since  the  war,  had  access  to  the  official  records,  can  hope  to  speak 
intelligently  or  critically  of  them.  What  I  can  say,  however, 
is  this,  that  from  the  time  when  it  first  tested  its  prowess  in  the 
field  up  to  the  day  when  it  was  finally  merged  in  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  never  failed  to  respond 
to  any  call  that  was  made  upon  it,  and  was  never  found  deficient 
in  the  duty  it  owed  to  the  country.  The  valor  of  its  sons  is  writ- 
ten in  characters  of  blood  on  a  score  of  battle-fields,  and  their 
graves  are  scattered  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Gulf.  Many  of  the  bat- 
tles in  which  it  was  engaged  had  a  decided  effect  in  securing  the 
final  triumph  of  our  arms.  The  first  bayonet  charge  of  the  war, 
at  Mill  Springs,  completely  destroyed  the  illusion  that  one  rebel 
was  the  equal  of  three  federals;  and  the  battles  of  Franklin  and 
Nashville  not  only  destroyed  Hood's  army,  but  with  it  the  hopes 
of  the  rebellion  in  the  AVest. 

Whether  amid  the  carnage  of  Shiloh  and  Perryville,  the  gloom 
of  Stone  River  or  the  death  wrestle  on  the  banks  of  the  Chicka- 
mauga,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  always  displayed  its  soldierly 
qualities  and  presented  a  firm  and  unyielding  front  to  the  enemy. 
Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge  looked  down  approvingly  on 
its  deeds  of  heroism,  and  the  scarred  and  battered  slopes  of  Kene- 
saw  can  attest  how  well  it  fought.  Whether  digging  in  the 
trenches  around  Atlanta,  storming  the  enemy's  works  at  Rcsaca 
and  Jonesboro,  or  determinedly  marching  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea, 
it  always  showed  itself  ^worthy  of  the  hands  and  minds  that  had 
fashioned  it,  and  it  has  passed  into  history  as  one  of  the  principal 
instruments  by  which  the  unity  ,of  the  Republic  was   preserved. 
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With  a  persistence  and  steadiness  of  purpose  which  it  received 
from  its  commanders,  it  was  never  cast  down  by  defeat  nor  unduly 
elated  by  victory,  and  mustered  in,  as  it  was,  for  the  war,  it  only 
surrendered  its  existence  at  the  command  of  the  same  authority 
that  called  it  into  being.  Originally  organized  on  the  banks  of 
our  own  beautiful  river,  nearly  every  one  of  the  rebellious  States 
felt  the  tramp  of  its  compact  battalions,  and  its  work  being  done, 
it  properly  and  poetically  ceased  to  exist  in  the  capital  of  the 
country  it  had  helped  to  save.  What  it  was  and  what  it  did,  have 
nover  yet  been  fully  told.  The  man  who  was  thoroughly  qualified 
to  write  its  history  has  passed  from  us,  stricken  down  in  the  midst 
of  his  usefulness.  Had  he  lived,  had  God  spared  George  H. 
Thomas  to  us  and  to  the  country,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and 
its  battles  would  have  found  an  historian  worthy  of  the  subject, 
lie  loved  the  organization  with  which  his  name  and  fame  are  so  in- 
timately connected,  with  all  the  strength  of  his  great  heart;  and 
the  work  of  preserving  its  history,  from  possible  forgetfulness, 
would  have  been  with  him  a  labor  of  love.  I  happen  to  know  that 
he'  considered  his  life  incomplete  until  this  was  done ;  and  while 
we  contemplate  building  a  monument  of  marble  or  bronze  to  his 
memory,  let  us  not  forget  that  a  more  enduring  one  will  be  an  ac- 
curate and  truthful  history  of  the  army  with  which  he^was  so  long 
identified. 

Eighth  Toast: 

"GENERAL  THOMAS  AND  THE  HEROIC  DEAD." 

Drank  standing  and  in  silence. 
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Ninth  Toast: 

"  THE  RANK  AND  FILE  OF  THE  ARMY." 

Response  by  General  Charles  Cruft  : 

Comrades  : 

The  words  "rank  and  file"  mean,  in  military  parlance,  as  you 
well  know,  the  great  body  of  private  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  which  make  up  the  army,  or  any  lesser  organization  thereof. 
This  designation  refers,  primarily,  to  the  position  of  the  soldier  in 
line  of  battle — rank,  to  the  line  or  row  of  soldiers  standing  side  by 
side ;  file,  to  the  individual  soldier  of  the  line  and  those  standing 
in  his  rear.  From  this  formation,  the  term  "rank  and  file  "  has 
come  to  be  a  general  and  accepted  designation  for  the  private  sol- 
dier of  the  army. 

The  spirit,  then,  of  the  toast  just  read  is  the  health  and  pros- 
perity of  the  private  soldier.  A  compliment  to  him  who  has  car- 
ried and  still  carries  the  musket  and  cartridge-box,  the  knapsack, 
canteen,  haversack,  and  shelter-tent — to  him  who  made  the  toil- 
some marches  and  weary  sentry  rounds  of  the  war  ;  who  represents 
the  real  physical  force — the  bone  and  muscle  and  nerve  of  the 
army. 

No  words  of  praise,  however  fitly  conceived  or  fitly  enunciated, 
can  do  sufficient  honor  to  the  rank  and  file  of  our  armies  during 
the  late  war  of  the  rebellion.  That  war  was  fought  to  a  successful 
issue  by  volunteer  soldiers.  The  small  regular  army  which  ex- 
isted at  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  contributed  what  it 
could  toward  this  end.  Its  officers  assisted  much  in  the  way  of  or- 
ganization and  instruction  in  the  early  stages  of  the  war ;  and  its 
regiments  and  brigades  rendered  what  service  they  could,  accord- 
ing to  numbers,  to  make  up  the  aggregate  mass  of  physical  force 
and  power  required  of  the  nation  to  conquer  the  rebellion.  The 
volunteer  soldiers  of  the  country  saved  it !  To  the  volunteer 
"  rank  and  file  "  of  the  various  armies  of  the  United  States  is  due 
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the  fact  that  the  government  now  exists  as  our  fathers  bequeathed 
it  to  us.  These  volunteer  soldiers,  rushing  from  every  walk  and 
a ven no  of  life,  ran,  on  willing  feet,  to  the  standard  of  the  nation — 
forsaking  the  comforts  of  homo,  the  demands  of  business,  the 
pleasures  of  life,  they  enrolled  themselves  among  the  defenders  of 
the  country.  They  were  eager  patriots,  but  untrained  and  undis- 
ciplined soldiers.  No  mercenary  motive  prompted  them.  They 
did  not  seek  place  or  power.  As  a  mass,  they  were  intelligent, 
thrifty,  well-informed,  and  well-to-do  citizens,  who  did  not  seek 
the  army  for  gain  or  employment,  but  only  enlisted  from  the  deep- 
est convictions  of  duty.  No  superior  intelligence,  no  more  earnest- 
ness of  purpose,  no  higher  exhibitions  of  manhood  and  true  cour- 
age have  ever  been  exhibited  in  the  world's  history  than  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  of  the 
rebellion. 

The  unnumbered  and  unlettered  graves  which  cover  our  south- 
ern country  attest  the  courage  of  our  volunteer  soldiers.  The 
cemeteries  of  the  North,  teeming  with  countless  thousands  of 
graves,  proclaim  the  same  fact.  All  the  maimed  and  shattered  bodies 
we  meet  in  our  daily  walks  are  still  living  witnesses  of  valor  and 
unflinching  purpose  of  the  rank  and  file  of  our  late  volunteer  army. 
I  had  rather,  now  that  it  is  over,  have  been  the  bearer  of  a  Spring- 
field musket,  throughout  the  war,  than  to  have  held  office.  I 
scarcely  ever  meet  a  private  soldier,  without  envying  him  his  rec- 
ord. Generals  have  become  very  common.  They  do  n't  die  or 
resign.  They  are  really,  I  sometimes  think,  getting  more  numer- 
ous since  the  war.  But  the  brave  soldier  of  the  line,  who  went  to 
the  front  on  orders,  and  who  stood  to  his  colors  in  the  shock  of 
battle,  is  passing  away.  All  honor,  then,  I  say,  to  the  humble  pri- 
vate who  carried  his  musket  faithfully  throughout  the  war. 

At  the  termination  of  the  rebellion,  the  volunteer  troops  of  the 
United  States  were  the  best  soldiers  in  the  world.  No  matter  of 
valor,  strategy,  or  tactics  could  be  taught  them.  Almost  any  one  of 
them  was  competent  to  command  a  company,  many  of  them  a  regi- 
ment, and  not  a  few  a  corps  or  army  in  the  field. 
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Comrades,  words  fail  me  entirely  to  do  justice  to  the  rank  and 
file  of  our  late  armies.  God  bless  every  soldier  who  survived  the 
war  !  May  the  nation  and  the  state  hover  around  him  like  minis- 
tering angels,  and  see  that  neither  he  nor  his  family  want.  I  re- 
gard it  as  one  of  the  grandest  acts  of  life  to  have  carried  a  musket 
in  the  late  war  on  the  side  of  the  government,  and  it  should  be 
held  now,  as  our  old  veterans  are  passing  off,  the  most  honorable 
deed  which  could  have  been  performed  in  this  generation. 

Soldiers  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  I  bid  you  hail, 
and  God-speed.  If  you  are  not  to-day  fully  appreciated  by  your 
fellow-men,  the  day  will  come  in  the  future  when  you  will  be ! 

Tenth  Toast: 


[There  was  just  here  a  manifestation  of  great  enthusiasm,  and 
as  a  consequence,  there  was  a  strong  exhibition  of  the  singing  pro- 
pensity. The  whole  company  joined  in  singing,  with  great  unction, 
"  The  Battle  Cry  of  Freedom."] 

Response  of  Hon.  Samuel  Craighead  : 

Mr.  President,  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  have  listened  with  attention  and  delight  to  the  just  and  elo- 
quent words  that  have  been  spoken  in  honor  of  the  army  and  navy. 
It  is  true  that  our  regular  army  has  truly  borne  a  conspicuous  and 
highly  honorable  part  in  the  military  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  true  that  the  brilliant  exploits  of  our  navy  upon  every 
sea,  wherever  opportunity  offered,  have  won  for  itself  and  our  peo- 
ple an  enduring  renown.  And  yet,  my  friends,  it  is  equally  true 
that,  in  all  times  of  great  national  trial  and  danger,  the  chief  re- 
iance  of  the  country  has  been  upon  her  citizen-soldiers — upon 
the  great  body  of  her  sons  unused  to  the  ways  of  war.  And  so  it 
must  ever  be.  Our  people  and  government- — dissenting  from  the 
idea  upon  which  other  nations  proceed — have  been  and  are  against 
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a  largo  standing  army.  The  reasons  for  this  departure  from  es- 
tablished precedent  are  too  obvious  for  repetition  here.  Their  wis- 
dom is  demonstrated  by  nearly  a  centaury's  experience,  and  is  not 
to  bo  questioned  now. 

Tlio  oftice  of  the  regular  army,  though  quite  important,  is  nec- 
essarily limited.  It  is  the  school  of  practice  in  which  the  treas- 
ures of  military  science  are  kept.  It  constitutes  a  nucleus  around 
which,  in  emergencies,  great  armies  may  bo  easily  gathered,  and 
by  which  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  may  be  readily 
imparted  to  such  armies. 

But  whence  come  these  great  armies,  and  who  are  they  that 
compose   them  ?     You  anticipate   the  answer.      The  able-bodied 
men   of   the   country,   of   all   classes   and    conditions,   constitute 
the  grand  park  of  material  from  which  such  armies  ever  have  been 
and  ever  must  be  recruited.     And  surely  no  government  ever  had 
better  material  upon  which  to  draw.     It  is  admitted  to  be,  in  some 
respects  unlike  the  material  of  which  successful  European  armies 
have  been   composed.     Instead  of  knowing  and  caring  little  or 
nothing  for  the  cause  in  which  they  engage — instead  of  being 
moved  about  as  mere  automatons,  obeying,  without  knowledge  or 
spirit,  the  orders  of  their  superiors— the  volunteers  that  make  up 
the  mass  of  our  armies  are  men  of  intelligence,  public  spirit,  and 
great  love  of  country  ;  men  who  thoroughly  understand  and  pro- 
foundly appreciate  the  issues  involved,  and  who,  in  order  that  the 
honor — it  may  be  the  existence — of  the  government  shall  be  pre- 
served, cheerfully  submit  themselves,  for  the  time,  to  all  the  hard- 
ships and  perils  of  war ;  and  especially  to  that  authority  and  dis- 
cipline without  which  no  body  of  men — however  large  or  good — 
can  be  made  effective  as  soldiers.     More  than  this.     The  average 
American  volunteer  is  not  only  a  man  of  courage,  intelligence,  and 
patriotism — he  is  also  a  man  of  peace.     War  is  not  his  trade.     He 
delights  not  in  slaughter.     He  is  not  a  soldier  of  fortune.     He  pre- 
fers the  hum  of  trade,  the  music  of  the  mill,  the  plow-boy's  whistle 
and  the  milkmaid's  song,  to  the  crashing  sound  of  cannon  and  the 
call  of  fife  and  drum.     In  short,  he  is  wedded  to  the  pursuits  of 
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ordinary  life,  and  would  gladly,  if  he  could  with  honor  and  safety, 
continue  in  them.  But  he  reveres  his  country — he  is  hound  to  her 
by  the  dearest  ties  of  interest,  duty,  and  affection  ;  and  when  he 
realizes  that  she  is  in  danger,  he  drops  all  and  hastens  to  her  de- 
fense, and  knows  no  other  business  until  that  danger  is  past.  He 
takes  with  him  his  conscience  and  judgment  as  well  as  his  patriot- 
ism and  courage.  These  direct  and  sustain  him  in  the  discharge 
of  every  duty.  Marvel  not,  then,  at  his  patience  and  cheerfulness 
in  camp  and  on  march — at  his  endurance,  faith,  and  power  in  bat- 
tle. Rejoice  that  his  achievements  save  our  cause  and  illuminate  our 
annals.  Our  whole  history  is  replete  with  accounts  of  the  heroism 
of  our  volunteers — of  struggles  wherein  every  officer  seemed  deter- 
mined to  set  an  example  of  daring  to  his  men — and  every  man  be- 
haved as  if  he  would  surpass  his  leader  in  heroic  acts. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  ruling  characteristic  of  our  volunteer  is 
illustrated  not  only  in  his  enlistment  and  in  his  conduct  during  hos- 
tilities, but  in  the  gladness  with  which,  when  the  war  is  over,  he 
lays  aside  his  armor  and,  taking  leave  of  his  comrades,  returns  to 
his  home,  there  to  remain  until  a  like  necessity  shall  call  him  again 
to  a  like  service.  No  more  sublime  exhibition  of  the  spirit  and 
strength  of  our  institutions  has  been  witnessed  by  this  generation — 
no  nobler  testimony  could  be  offered  to  the  devotion  of  our  citizen- 
soldiers  to  law  and  order,  than  the  manner  in  which  the  victorious 
armies  of  the  republic  disbanded  and  dispersed  after  the  surrender 
at  Appomattox,  in  the  spring  of  18G5. 

It  is  true,  and  in  this  expression  of  our  just  pride  we  may  well 
admit,  that  there  have  been  exceptions  to  this  general  good  con- 
duct of  our  volunteers  ;  but  they  have  been  comparatively  rare, 
and  have  been,  as  I  think,  largely  induced  by  causes  over  which 
they  have  had  no  control. 

All  honor,  then,  for  these  our  gallant  defenders.  Apprecia- 
tion for  the  living  ;  memory  for  the  dead  !  Green  be  the  grass  over 
the  fallen  ;  ever  green  the  laurels  that  twine  the  brows  of  the  liv- 
ing !  And  especially,  my  friends,  upon  this  occasion — graced  by 
the  presence  of  so  many  ladies,  whose  approval  is  always  grateful 
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to  tho  brave,  and  the  participation  in  it  of  bo  many  officers  whose 
just  praises  are  upon  every  tongue — whoso  names  have  already 
passed  or  are  passing  into  history — let  us  cordially  and  joyfully  rec- 
ognize tho  fact  that,  after  all,  tho  real  heroes  of  all  our  wars  are 
"tho  great,  brave,  patient,  nameless  people,"  who  voluntarily  fill 
the  ranks  of  our  armies  and  contest  to  the  last  every  field  whereon 
the  fate  of  liberty  is  in  any  way  involved.  Truly,  they  are  "  The 
Bulwark  of  tho  Nation :  citizens  in  peace — soldiers  in  war." 

Eleventh  Toast: 


Response  by  General  Gates  P.  Thurston  : 

This  is  the  first  time,  as  I  am  informed,  that  these  devoted 
volunteer  departments  of  our  war  service  have  received  the  com- 
pliment of  a  toast  from  our  Society. 

It  is  but  just  they  should  have  their  full  measure  of  recogni- 
tion and  praise  already  long  delayed.  It  was  one  of  the  memorable 
features  of  the  great  conflict,  that  in  the  time  of  apparent  wavering 
and  uncertainty,  when  the  resources  of  the  government  were  most 
heavily  drained,  when  taxation,  disaster,  and  delay  most  threatened 
our  existence  as  a  nation,  that,  wholly  independent  of  the  national 
treasury,  millions  of  money  and  vast  stores  of  supplies  were  gath- 
ered by  these  noble  commissions,  and  given  as  a  free  and  loving 
gift  to  the  army,  as  if  to  assure  us  that  the  loyal  arm  was  strong 
enough,  and  its  great  heart  warm  enough  for  any  labor  or  sacrifice. 
Ungrateful,  indeed,  would  we  be,  if  Ave  failed  to  remember  to-night) 
those  whose  loyalty,  humanity,  and  Christian  devotion  served  so 
much  at  times  to  smooth  the  rough  edge  of  war ;  who,  by  their 
contributions  and  presence,  relieved  the  ills  of  the  hosjntal ;  who 
gave  to  the  wounded  the  benefit  of  woman's  tenderness  and  care ; 
who  pressed  into  the  field,  and  at  times  even  shared  the  dangers  of 
the  front ;  and  who  carried  to  us  the  tangible  assurance  that  there 
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were  busy  hands  and  loving  hearts  in  our  far-off  homes  at  the 
North  to  cheer  us  to  renewed  exertion. 

I  am  happy  to  see  here  to-night  the  familiar  faces  of  many 
who  were  most  earnest  leaders  in  this  good  corps.  And  this  beau- 
tiful city  (to  many  of  us  more  than  beautiful)  was  one  of  the 
chosen  centers  of  operation — always  generous  and  zealous  in  its  de- 
votion. AV'ho  can  tell  the  influence  of  the  prayers  and  services  of 
these  faithful  friends  ?  To  them,  as  well  as  to  those  who  stood  al- 
ways at  the  post  of  danger,  alike  belong  the  joy  and  triumph  of 
our  success ;  and  I  know  I  but  echo  the  thankfulness  in  every 
heart  to-night,  in  saying  that  these  disinterested  labors  shall  never 
be  forgotten. 

Twelfth  Toast: 

uOUR   SISTER   SOCIETIES    OF   THE    ARMY — ALWAYS  WELCOME." 

Response  of  General  Durbin  Ward  : 

The  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  could  not  have  de- 
tailed me  on  more  pleasing  duty  than  to  welcome  you,  our  brethren 
of  the  other  armies,  to  a  place  at  this  festive  board.  We  met  many 
of  you  oft  in  the  long  and  weary  march,  or  bivouaced  with  you 
where,  curtained  by  the  leafy  forest  and  canopied  by  the  heavens, 
we  snatched  a  broken  hour  of  slumber  from  the  vigils  of  the  bat- 
tle eve.  We  clasped  hands  with  you  oft  on  the  stricken  field, 
where  the  hoarse  music  of  rattling  shot  and  screaming  shell,  and 
the  air  loaded  with  sulphurous  odor,  betokened  a  carnival  of  death. 
And  we  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  you  when  the  rebel  "  bars 
and  stars  "  went  down,  and  victory  perched  on  the  star-lit  standard 
of  the  Union.  And  oft,  too,  when  the  stern  hour  had  passed,  and 
many  a  comrade  was  laid  uncoffined  in  his  soldier  grave,  we  ex- 
ulted with  you  in  victory,  mourned  together  our  losses,  and  sighed 
for  the  loved  ones  at  home. 

But  these  scenes  are  ended,  and  the  light  of  battle  no  longer 
gleams  from  }Tour  eyes.     Though  yet  surrounded  by  the  mementos 
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of  tho  "  tented  field,"  and  this  scene  hallowed  by  its  battle-riven 
flags,  wo  have  now  to  greot  you  under  tho  still  holier  banner  of 
social  and  domestic  life,  whose  stars  and  stripes  are  the  refulgent 
orbs  that  glow  in  woman's  eyes,  and  the  roses  and  lilies  that  bloom 
on  woman's  cheek.  We  welcome  you,  then,  to  the  hospitalities  of 
this  occasion  as  brethren,  after  years  of  separation ;  embrace 
each  other  around  the  hearthstone  of  home ;  and  if  we  do  not  give 
the  greeting  the  sober  dignity  of  a  Puritan  thanksgiving,  we  hope 
you  will  find  in  it  all  the  cheery  warmth  of  a  Christmas  feast  in 
the  olden  days  of  "  Merrie  England." 

Comrades  of  the  sister  armies,  we  hail  with  delight  this  peace- 
ful reunion !  And  while  we  remember  with  soldierly  pride  our 
own  achievements,  we  cordially  recognize  and  honor  the  exploits 
of  others.  Cherishing  in  our  heart  of  hearts  the  heroic  deeds  of 
Stone  Eiver,  Atlanta,  Nashville,  the  March  to  the  Sea,  we  fail  not 
to  do  homage  to  the  masterly  successes  at  Vicksburg,  Antietam, 
Gettysburg,  and  Appomattox.  They  were  all  achievements  in  a 
common  cause,  and  we  are  all  heritors  of  a  common  gloiy.  Part- 
ners in  the  same  great  struggle,  we  may  feel  an  honest  rivalry, 
born  of  emulation  in  our  country's  service  ;  but  the  detraction  of 
envy  never  creeps  into  a  true  soldier's  heart.  Though  the  war  is 
ended,  we  fondly  cling  to  the  friendships  formed  by  its  associations 
and  cemented  by  its  dangers  and  triumphs,  and  will  through  life 
perpetuate  the  silken  bonds'  of  brotherly  love  that  linked  us  to- 
gether in  the  stormy  past. 

Fellow-soldiers,  fellow-citizens !  behind  us  are  the  strifes  and 
the  triumphs  of  a  departed  era.  A  new  era  has  dawned.  Hence- 
forth, the  American  people  are  one  nation.  The  physical  grandeur 
of  the  republic  is  assured.  But  how  small  a  part  of  real  greatness 
are  the  material  resources  of  a  people  !  It  is  intellectual  and  moral 
power  which  constitutes — and  only  can  constitute — true  national 
greatness.  The  Union,  indeed,  is  perpetual,  but  are  we  sure  that 
individual  virtue  and  popular  rights  can  withstand  the  insidious 
dangers  of  personal  riches  and  national  grandeur  ? 
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"  Often  do  the  spirits 
Of  great  events  stride  on  before  the  events,  ■ 
And  in  to-day  already  walks  to-morrow." 

Exorcise  the  spirit  of  avarice  and  the  lust  of  power  evoked  by 
our  unparalleled  growth,  and  enthrone  in  their  stead  intellectual 
vigor  and  moral  purity !  Let  the  omnipotence  of  our  power 
gather  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  unbounded  wealth,  and 
beget  riotous  luxury,  and  the  days  of  sturdy  manhood  and  popular 
liberty  are  numbered.  Make  our  republic  the  cradle  of  a  broader 
mental  development,  a  higher  tone  of  civilization  than  ever  blessed 
the  world  before,  and  the  full  fruition  of  our  struggles  for  national 
unity  will  be  attained,  and  American  institutions  and  ideas  be  to 
future  ages  Avhat  the  philosophy  and  literature  of  ancient  Greece 
were  to  the  nations  that  came  after  her.  As  We  bore  our  share  in 
securing  the  political  unity  of  our  country,  the  new  era  demands 
of  us  still  higher  devotion  to  the  political  rights,  the  intellectual 
progress,  the  moral  rectitude  of  her  people.  You  nobly  performed 
the  duties  of  war ;  be  equally  true  to  the  mission  of  peace. 

Thirteenth  Toast: 

"  THE   LOYAL    WOMEN." 

Response  by  General  Charles  H.  Grosvenor: 

Comrades : 

Since  the  organization  of  our  beloved  Society,  at  each  of  its 
annual  reunions,  the  praise,  the  beauty,  the  virtues,  the  piety,  and 
loveliness  of  women,  in  all  positions  and  stations  in  life,  have  been 
most  elegantly  and  eloquently  described. 

To  this  grateful  task  have  we  detailed  two  of  the  silver- 
tongued  orators  of  the  Hoosier  State,  and  the  gallant  representa- 
tive of  the  regular  army,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  ornate,  elo- 
quent, and  inimitable  gentleman  from  New  York,  whose  absence 
from  this  festal  board  we  all  most  deeply  regret. 

These  gentlemen  have  most  satisfactorily  discharged  the  pleas- 
ant duties  thus  assigned  them,  and  have  spoken  as  I  can  not  hope 
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to  speak  of  the  grand  and  beautiful  qualities  of  loyal  woman.  She 
has  boon  compared  to  the  Spartan  mother,  sending  forth  her  stal- 
wart and  ambitious  son  to  battle  for  his  country,  with  the  injunc- 
tion, "  Return  with  your  shield  or  upon  it." 

And  all  history  and  poetry  has  been  searched  for  models  of 
heroism  and  beauty  to  compare  her  to.  Thus  has  my  theme  be- 
come hackneyed  ;  thus  have  I  become  forced  to  a  repetition  of  the 
eloquence  of  others.  And  the  ever -recurring  difficulty  meets  me — 
nothing  new  can  be  said  of  loyal  women. 

Is  this  proposition  true  ?  Can  nothing  new  be  said  of  woman  ? 
Shall  no  new  word  of  praise  be  justly  hers?  In  this  age  of  prog- 
ress, when  the  grand  achievements  of  the  Union  army  are  just 
being  duly  appreciated,  is  there  nothing  new  for  her?  As  well 
might  it  be  said  that  the  morning  light,  as  it  comes  daily  over  the 
eastern  hill,  is  nothing  new,  and  hence  nothing  to  be  rejoiced  at. 
As  well  say  that  no  new  beauty  is  developed  in  the  early  bursting 
rose,  or  in  the  song  of  the  birds. 

Her  character  grows  more  beautiful  as  the  years  develop  the 
grand  results  which  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the  people  of  the 
nation  worked  out. 

Each  recurring  year  adds  to  our  just  appreciation  of  the  valu- 
able and  indispensable  assistance  she  is  rendering  us  in  gathering 
the  fruits  of  the  victories  we  celebrate. 

If  loyal  woman  aided  the  achievements  of  our  arms,  in  a 
stronger,  and  more  ample  manner  does  she  assist  in  winning  and  en- 
joying the  victories  of  peace. 

How  quickly  she  penetrates  the  gauzy  veils  of  modern  self- 
styled  reformers.  How  surely  and  infallibly  does  she  detect  shams. 
How  nobly  she  protects  and  shields  the  weak  and  fainting.  How 
promptly  she  smiles  approval  upon  the  good,  and  how  wonderfully 
she  frowns  destruction  upon  the  hopes  of  the  vicious. 

To  her  discrimination  and  wise  intuition,  we  owe  it  that  the 
galvanized  agitators  of  her  own  sex  gain  no  standing  before  the  bar 
of  public  opinion. 

When  the  disgusting  female  agitators  of  these  days  stir  the 
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muddy  pools  of  debased  popular  sentiment  "with  their  brazen  cry 
of  female  equality,  the  full  light  of  woman's  good  sense  strips  off 
the  covering  of  the  imposture,  and  exhibits  the  gleaming  enormity 
of  their  so-called  system  of  reform. 

She  gladly  cherishes  the  advocates  of  her  real  amelioration, 
while  she  eloquently  denounces  the  false-hearted  advocates  of  re- 
trogression under  the  name  of  progress. 

To  her  love,  her  wisdom,  her  care,  and  her  genius,  we  owe  our 
own  laudable  ambition  ;  and  we  achieve  new  results  with  the  hope 
of  meeting  her  smile  of  approval. 

~No  history  of  the  rebellion  is  complete,  without  the  part  borne 
by  woman  is  honorably  mentioned.  No  monument  to  the  gallan- 
try of  the  army  is  perfect  when  she  has  no  recognition. 

Loyal  woman  is  keeping  up  with  the  advancement  of  the  age. 
She  is  aiding  in  placing  the  final  capstone  upon  the  grand  edifice 
which  her  patriotism  assisted  in  rescuing  from  destruction. 
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LETTERS  AND  DISPATCHES 

FROM 

DISTINGUISHED    OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND 

AND    OF 

OTHER  COMMANDS, 

EECEIVED    BY 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements. 


FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  19,  1872. 
DEAR  GENERAL; 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.,  covering  a  notice 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to 
take  place  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty -first  days  of  November, 
1872,  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  inviting  my  presence,  is  received.  I 
do  not  remember  receiving  the  former  notice  and  invitation  men- 
tioned in  your  letter,  and  which  I  certainly  should  have  answered, 
had  I  received  it. 

It  would  afford  me  very  great  pleasure  to  attend  your  Reunion, 
were  it  possible ;  but  I  am  now  busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  the 
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meeting  of  Congress,  which  will  prevent  my  leaving  Washington 
for  the  present. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  much  regret  with  me,  that  I  have  been 
so  often  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  my  old  comrades  in 
arms  at  these  Annual  Reunions,  attended,  as  they  are,  with  a  re- 
vival of  old  associations  and  sympathies,  formed  in  such  trying 
times. 

Express  to  the  meeting  my  regrets  for  not  being  able  to  be 
present  at  the  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land on  this  occasion,  and  also  my  wish  that  the  Reunion  may  prove 
a  profitable  and  happy  one  to  all. 

The  noble  deeds  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  under  its 
brave  commander,  General  Thomas,  have  now  passed  into  history, 
not  to  be  blotted  out  by  time. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT. 
General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


DISPATCH  FROM  PRESIDENT  U.  S.  GRANT. 


Washington,  November  19,  1872. 
General  T.J.  Wood: 

Invitation  to  meet  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland 'just  received.     Answer  and  regrets  sent  by  mail. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 


Letters  and  Dispatches-  109 


FROM  GENERAL  W.  T.  SHERMAN. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  23,  1872. 
DEAR  WOOD: 

Thank  yon  for  the  welcome  home,  and  the  in-  • 
vitation  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  meeting,  November  21-21. 
I  have  been  away  so  much,  that,  really,  I  ought  to  stay  at 
home ;  and,  on  the  whole,  I  would  rather  avoid  all  public  assem- 
blages for  a  time,  as  I  should  be  forced  to  speak,  and  might  say  or 
do  soinething  not  prudent. 

I  hope  you  all  know  that  my  most  ardent  sympathies  are  with 
the  old  war  comrades  ;  but  these  have  formed  so  many  societies  and 
so  many  combinations,  that  it  is  simply  impossible  for  me  to  attend 
all,  or  even  half 

Always  thanking  you,  1  am,  as  ever, 

Your  friend, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General. 
General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


FROM  HENRY  WILSON,  VICE-PRESIDENT  ELECT. 

Natick,  Mass.,  November  7,  1872. 

MY  DEAR  SIR: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  October  23,  and 
also  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  of  Novembor,  for 
which  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks.  I  regret  exceedingly  that 
I  must  decline  it ;  but  I  have  been  away  from  home  so  much  dur- 
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ing  the  past  four  months,  and  must  so  soon  go  to  Washington,  that 

my  private  business  presses  so  hard  that  I  can  not  neglect  it  longer. 

You  have  my  best  wishes  for  a  joyous  and  happy  Reunion  with 

your  old  comrades,  and  I  heartily  wish  I  could  arrange  matters  as 

to  be  with  you  and  them. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

II.  WILSON. 
General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


DISPATCH   FKOM   LIEUTENAN-GENERAL  P.  II.  SHERI- 
DAN. 


Chicago,  III,  November  16,  1872. 

General  0.  C.  Maxwell, 

Dayton,  Ohio : 

I  hope  to  answer  to  my  name  on  Wednesday 

next. 

P.  II.  SHERIDAN. 


FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL  J.  M.  SCHOFIELD. 


Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  November  23,  1872. 

Major-General    T.  J.    Wood,   Brigadier- General    0.    C.   Maxwell, 
Chaplain  Wm.  Earnshaw,  Committee  : 

MY  DEAR  COMRADES: 

I  was  prevented  by  severe  illness  from  sending 
greeting  to  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  in  time  for 
the  late  meeting  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  Even  had  I  been  well,  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  me  to  attend  the  meeting.     But  no  ordi- 
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nary  cause  could  have  prevented  me  from  sending  to  my  old  com- 
rades my  most  cordial  greeting  and  assurance  of  fraternal  feeling 
toward  all  who  belong  to  the  grand  old  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  M.  SCHOFIELD, 

Major-  General. 


FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL  PHILIP  ST.  GEORGE  COOKE. 

I 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Lakes, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  September  28,  1872.  j 

Major-General  Thos.  J.  Wood,  Chairman  Local  Committee  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Dayton,  Ohio : 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  have  received,  with  thanks,  the  kind  invita 
tion  to  the  meeting  of  the  Society  in  November.     At  this  early 
date,  I  can  only  answer  that  I  have  reason  to  anticipate  a  special 
engagement  about  that  time,  which  would  deprive  me  of  the  honor 
and  great  pleasure  of  attending  the  Reunion. 
I  am,  General, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  ST.  GEORGE  COOKE, 
Brigadier-  General. 


112 


Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL  IRWIN  McDOWELL. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 

New  York  City,  November  15,  1872. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  have  not  till  to-day  felt  certain  enough  of 
my  being  able  to  accept  your  kind  invitation  to  write  to  you,  and 
have  therefore  kept  silent — and  done  so,  I  fear,  at  the  expense  of 
good  manners.  At  General  Meade's  funeral  I  saw  General 
Sherman,  and  then  arranged  to  come  out  to  Dayton  next  week  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  your  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland- 
I  will  leave  here  next  Monday  evening. 

With  thanks  and  apologies, 

Yours  sincerely. 

irwin  Mcdowell.  • 

General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


FROM  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOSEPH  HOOKER. 


San  Francisco,  Cal,  September  12,  1872. 
Major- General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  etc.: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  notice  of  the  postponement  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  to  the  twentieth 
of  November  next  has  this  moment  arrived.  It  is  my  determina- 
tion to  be  present  at  the  meeting  at  that  time. 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

J.  HOOKER. 
Major -General. 


Letters  and  Dispatches.  113 


FROM  WM.  W.  BELKNAP,  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 


Keokuk,  Iowa,  November  15,  1872. 
General  Thos.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio: 
GENERAL: 

It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to 
decline  the  invitation  so  kindly  extended  to  mo  to  attend  the  Annual 
Meeting  and  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
The  claim  of  personal  friendship  between  members  of  these  as- 
sociations lengthens  as  time  passes  away,  but  becomes  more  and 
more  strong ;  and  I  give  to  the  members  of  the  Society  my  wishes 
for  a  most  happy  Reunion. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


FROM  GENERAL  C.  M.  MEIGS. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  25,  1872. 
Major-General  Thos.  J.   Wood,   General  0.   C.  Maxwell,  Chaplain 
Win.  Earnshaw,  Executive   Committee,  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  Dayton,  Ohio: 
GENTLEMEN: 

I  have  delayed  answering  your  note  of  July 
16,  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  of  November,  in  the 
hope  that  I  might  be  able  to  attend. 

I  am  compelled  now  to  conclude  that  it  will  not  be  possible  for 
me  to  be  present,  and  it  remains  for  me  only  to  express  my  regret 


11J/,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

that  I  shall  not  have  the  opportunity  to  renew  acquaintances  made 
or  continued  during  some  of  the  darkest  and  brightest  hours  of 
the  history  of  that  army.  I  was  with  it  from  immediately  after  the 
struggle  of  Chickamauga  until  the  glorious  days  of  Mission  Ridge. 
I  learned  to  know  and  value  many  of  the  officers,  and  to  ad- 
mire the  fortitude  of  its  soldiers  in  privation  as  in  danger. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General, 
Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  REAR  ADMIRAL  JAMES  F.  SCIIENCK. 


Dayton,  Ohio,  August  8,  1872. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  invitation  to  be  present  and  participate  in  the  business  and 
festivities  of  the  Reunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on  the 
twentieth  and  twenty -first  days  of  November. 

Grateful   for  tho   compliment,  I   accept  tho   invitation  with 
pleasure. 

I  am,  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  F.  SCIIENCK, 

Rear  Admiral,  U.  S.  N. 
Major-General  T.  J.  Woods,  XJ.  S.  A. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  O.  C.  Maxwell,  U.  S.  V. 
Chaplain  Wm.  Earnsiiaw,  U.  S.  A. 

Committee. 
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FROM  GENERAL  A.  E.  BURNSIDE. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Republic, 

New  York,  September  14,  1872. 
Major- General  Thos.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio: 
MY  DEAR  GENEEAL: 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  the 
Reunion  of  the*  Army  of  the  Cumberland ',  in  November  next.  It 
may  bo  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  trip  to  Europe  very  soon,  but 
if  I  should  return  in  time,  I  shall  try  to  be  present  at  the- Reunion. 
It  would  give  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  meet 
with  my  old  friends  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  permitted  to 
serve  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  to  have  a  share  in  mak- 
ing its  glorious  record. 

With  thanks  for  the  invitation  to  meet  with  you,  and  with  my 
best  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  prosperity, 

I  remain,  very  truly, 

Your  friend, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
General  U.  S.  A. 
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FROM  GENERAL  JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 


Chicago,  October  23,  1872. 


General  Titos.  J.  Wood  : 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND: 


You  may  bo  euro  it  would  afford  me  much 
pleasure  to  be  at  your  meeting,  if  it  is  a  possible  thing.  But  I  can 
not  tell  now  whether  I  can  come  or  not. 

Your  friend,  as  of  yore, 

JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 


FROM  GENERAL  JEFF.  C.  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  General  Recruiting  Service,  U.  S.  A. 

New  York  City,  August  12,  1872. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  was  just  on  the  point  of  writing  to  you  or 
Maxwell  on  the  subject  of  the  postponement  of  the  meeting  of 
our  Society — a  rumor  of  the  change  reached  us  here.  Your  circu- 
lar of  July  16  settled  the  question.  I  am  glad  of  the  change — was 
opposed  to  meeting  in  September  at  first. 

We  are  doing,  I  think,  right  well  in  raising  funds.  Have  got 
about  $5,000  in  the  city,  without  much  effort.  How  the  rest  of  the 
State  is  doing,  I  can' t  say.    General  Hooker  is  absent  in  California. 

Unless  something  unusual  prevents,  I  shall  be  with  you  in 
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November.     Hope  to  see  quite  a  number  go  from  New  York  City 
Probably  I  may  see  you  before  November  in  Dayton. 
Kind  regards  to  Maxwell  and  other  kind  friends. 

Yours,  truly, 

JEFF.  C.  DAVIS. 
General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


PROM  GENERAL  W.  B.  HAZEN. 

Fort  Buford,  Dakota  Territory,  September  3,  1872. 

Executive  Committee,  etc.,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland : 

Your  circular  letter  of  July  16,  announcing 
change  of  time  of  meeting  to  November,  is  received,  and  in  reply 
would  respectfully  say  that  in  all  probability  I  will  attend  the 
meeting. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  B.  HAZEN. 


FROM  GENERAL  JOHN  BRANNAN. 

Fort  Wadsworth,  L.  1., 

New  York  Harbor,  October  14,  1872. 

To  Local  Executive  Committee  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland , 
Dayton,  Ohio: 

COMRADES* 

Your  communication  of  July  1G,  1872,  inviting 
me  to  be  present  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society,  on  the 
twentieth  and  twenty -first  of  November  next,  is  received.     As  I 
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am  under  orders  to  move  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  attend  the  meeting. 

I  send  my  kindest  remembrances  to  all  members  of  the  Society, 
and  hope  they  will  have  a  joyous  time. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

JOHN  M.  BRANNAN, 

Brevet  Major- General,  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  GENERAL  A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 


Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  October  15,  1872. 
MY  DEAR  COMRADES: 

You  may  count  on  me  to  be  with  you  on  No- 
vember 20  and  21,  if  alive  and  well. 

I  remain, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 
General  T.  J.  Wood, 
General  O.  C.  Maxwell, 

ClIAI»LAIN  WM.  EARNSIIAW, 

Committee  Soc.  A.  of  C 


PROM  GENERAL  W.  L.  ELLIOTT. 

Benicia  Barracks,  California,  August  16,  1872. 
MY  DEAR  WOOD: 

I  see  by  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of 
our  Society  that  the  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Dayton,  but  the 
local  committee  is  not  given,  so  I  don't  know  to  whom  to  write, 
expressing  my  regret  in  root  being  able  to  be  there. 
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I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  attend  the  next  meeting,  making  it 
a  point  to  attend  whenever  I  can.  An  order  from  the  Adjutant- 
Gencral's  office  at  "Washington  sends  me  on  a  General  Court-mar- 
tial to  Prescott,  Arizona,  about  September  first  to  tenth.  Please 
express  my  regrets  to  the  Society,  hoping  all  may  have  the  usual 
good  time  on  such  occasions. 

Yours  truly, 

TV.  L.  ELLIOTT, 

Brevet  Major -General,  U.  S.  A. 
General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


FROM  GENEKAL  A.  PLEASANTON. 


New  York  City,  August  10,  1872. 
MY  DEAR  WOOD: 

1  have  just  returned  to  the  city,  or  your  kind 

notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 

would  have  been  sooner  answered.     It  will  give  me  great  pleasure 

to  attend,  and  unless  some  unforeseen  circumstance  prevent,  you 

can  count  me  in.     I  think  you  have  done  right  in  postponing  your 

meeting,  and  I  think  I  can  divine  the  reasons  for  so  doing,  which  I 

thoroughly  appreciate  and  approve. 

We  are  going  to  have  a  high  old  time  politically  ;  but  I  have 

not  the  leisure  to  write  more. 

Believe  me, 

Ever  yours, 


A.  PLBASANTON. 


General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 
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FEOM  EX-GOYEENOE  WILLIAM  DEKNISOK 


Columbus,  November  8,  1872. 
GENTLEMEN: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  invitation  to  the  Eeunion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  on 
the  twentieth  and  twenty -first  instant,  and  pray  you  to  accept  my 
thanks  for  your  kind  remembrances  of  me  and  my  regrets  in  not 
being  able  to  be  with  you  on  that"  interesting  occasion. 

The  country  will  not  forget  the  great  services  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  in  the  defeat  of  the  rebellion,  nor  fail  to  be  grateful  to 
the  gallant  officers  and  men,  who  constituted  that  army,  for  their 
endurance  and  sacrifices. 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  selection  of  your  beauti- 
ful city  as  the  place  of  your  Eeunion. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  DENNISON. 
General  Th.  J.  Wood, 
General  O.  C.  Maxwell, 
Chaplain  Wm.  Earnshaw, 

Dayton,  Ohio, 

Committee,  etc. 
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FROM  GENERAL  E.  F.  NOYES. 


State  op  Ohio,  Executive  Department, 

Columbus,  November  14,  1872. 
General  0.  C.  Maxwell: 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  yesterday  wrote  you  that  I  could  not  be  at 
Dayton  next  week.  To-day  I  received  a  telegram  that  meeting  of 
Governors  has  been  postponed,  so  I  still  hope  to  be  with  the  Cum- 
berland fellows  at  Reunion. 

Yours  truly, 

EDWARD  F.  NOYES. 


FROM  GENERAL  JAMES  D.  MORGAN. 


Quincy,  Illinois,  August  9,  1872. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  circular  under  date  of  July  16th  has  just 
come  to  hand.  In  reply  will  say  that  I  expect  to  be  with  you  at 
the  coming  Reunion  of  our  Society  at  Dayton. 

Permit  me  to  add  that  I  think  the  committee  has  done  a 
wise  thing  in  changing  the  time  of  meeting  from  September  to 
November. 

Yours  truly, 

JAMES  D.  MORGAN. 
To  General  Th.  J.  Wood, 
General  O.  C.  Maxwell, 
CnAPLAIN  Wm.  Earnshaw, 

Committee. 
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FEOM  GENERAL  J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 


Wyoming  Territory,  Executive  Department, 

Cheyenne,  September  10,  1872. 

MY  DEAR  COMRADES  : 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular  of  16th  July, 
advising  me  of  the  change  of  time  for  our  Reunion.  I  fear  that  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  with  you  on  the  days  you  have  desig- 
nated ;  but,  if  I  can  so  arrange  it,  I  will  be  glad  to  greet  my  old 
comrades  in  the  hospitable  city  from  which  I  started  with  my  regi- 
ment (the  First  Ohio  Infantry)  to  join  that  glorious  old  army  of 
which  we  are  all  so  proud. 

"Very  truly  yours, 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL. 
To  Major-General  Thos.  J.  Wood, 
General  O.  C.  Maxwell,  and 
Chaplain  Wm.  Earnshaw, 

Committee. 


FEOM  GENERAL  JOHN  COBUEN. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  November  12,  1872. 
DEAR  SIR: 

In  overhauling  my  papers  I  find,  to  my  sur- 
prise, a  letter  from  you  not  answered,  but  mislaid  in  the  hurry  of 
the  summer.  Please  excuse  my  seeming  inattention,  for  it  was  not 
intended. 
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I  will,  if  alive  and  well,  I  now  think,  bo  at  the  army  Reunion 

in  your  town  on  the  twentieth  of  this  month.     I  expect  now  that 

several  of  our  army  friends  will  fly  ovor  to  Dayton  for  a  few  hours 

and  enjoy  the  Reunion. 

Hoping  to  find  you  well  and  happy, 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

JOHN  COBURN. 
General  Thomas  J.  Wood. 


DISPATCH  FROM  GENERAL  II.  A.  BARNUM. 


New  York,  November  16,  1872. 

General  0.  G.  Maxwell,  Secretary,  etc.  : 

My  wife  being  an  invalid,  and  myself  in  hos- 
pital Avith  my  favorite  wound,  we  can  not  be  with  our  comrades 
next  Wednesday  and  Thursday.  Thanks  for  the  invitation  to  re- 
spond to  toast.     Please  assure  friends  of  our  intense  regrets. 

H.  A.  BARNUM. 


FROM  GENERAL  JOHN  M.  HARLAN. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  October  22,  1872. 

General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  General  0.   C.  Maxwell,  Chaplain  Will- 
iam Earnshaw,  Committee,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

GENTS  : 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  invitation  to  attend 
the  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  to  be 
held  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty -first  of  November. 


1$4  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Your  invitation  is  cordially  accepted.    'Unless  some  difficulty 

intervenes,  not  now  anticipated,  I  shall  be  present  on  the  occasion 

referred  to. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  HARLAN. 


FKOM  GENERAL  GEORGE  W.  MINDEL. 

Philadelphia,  November  6,  1872. 

To  Major -General  T.  J.  Wood,  General  0.  C.  Maxwell,  Chaplain 
William  Earnshaw,  Committee. 

COMRADES: 

It  is  hard  for  me  now,  after  having  accepted 
your  kind  invitation  to  meet  with  you  in  Dayton,  and  to  respond 
to  one  of  the  regular  toasts  at  the  banquet,  to  forego  the  pleas- 
ure of  them  both.  The  week  required  to  go  from  here  to  your 
city  demands  of  me  the  fulfillment  of  business  engagements,  that 
will  suffer  neither  neglect  nor  postponement. 

Will  you,  therefore,  please  excuse  my  absence,  and  say  to  my 
comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  that  I  will  be  with  them 
in  spirit  on  the  days  of  their  happy  Reunion,  though  a  thousand 
miles  distant  in  person. 

I  particularly  regret  my  inability  to  attend  the  coming  meet- 
ing, as  it  was  my  intention,  in  availing  myself  of  the  honor  of  a 
reply  to  one  of  the  more  prominent  toasts,  to  place  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Society,  as  a  contribution  to  the  war  history  of  the 
country,  the  very  flattering  opinion,  entertained  by  Major-General 
Kearney,  of  the  high  soldiery  qualities  and  abilities  of  Major- 
General  John  Pope.  When  present  at  the  Cleveland  meeting  of 
the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  last  spring,  I  heard  Gen- 
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eral  Woodford,  the  orator  of  the  day,  eloquently  and  ably  de- 
fend the  much -abused,  misunderstood,  first  commander  of  the  East- 
ern army,  Major-General  Irwin  McDowell,  explaining  the  true 
causes  of  the  Nation's  first  defeat,  and  vindicating  most  fully  his 
fair  name  and  fame.  I  thought  it  my  duty,  at  the  first  proper  op- 
portunity, to  do  a  similar  service  for  one  of  your  distinguished 
"Western  generals,  who  came  to  the  East  and  assumed  command  at  a 
most  critical  period  of  the  war,  and  who,  to  this  day,  suffers  most 
unjust  reproach. 

Kearney,  of  whom  General  Scott  said,  "  the  bravest  man  I 
ever  knew,  and  the  most  perfect  soldier,"  and  whose  deeds  of  dar- 
ing rival  those  of  Blucher,  said  of  General  Pope,  during  the 
week  of  maneuvers  preceding  the  battles  of  the  second  Manassas, 
11  that  he  was  the  best  strategist  of  the  war  ;"  and  again,  on  the 
night  of  the  28th  of  August,  1862,  at  Centerville,  when  the  detailed 
orders  for  the  morrow's  attack  had  been  received,  "  Pope  is  a  great 
commander,  and  is  to-night  the  master  of  the  situation  ;  I  know 
this  country  well,  having  carefully  explored  every  corner  of  it  in 
1861,  and  I  say  to  you  now,  that  if  these  orders  [referring  to 
Pope's  orders  to  the  various  corps  and  division  commanders]  are 
properly  executed,  there  will  not  be  a  cow-path  left  for  Stonewall 
Jackson  to  escape  upon." 

Put  Jackson  did  escape,  and  Pope  was  defeated  ;  and  the  rea- 
son why,  the  country  should  know. 

Kearney,  who  fought  brilliantly  and  successfully  throughout 
the  three  days  of  the  battle — his  shattered,  heroic  division  being 
almost  the  last  to  retire  behind  Pull  Run — re-entered  Centerville, 
his  confidence  in  General  Pope  unshaken. 

Pardon  this  long  letter,  and  I  suggest  that  it  would  be  highly 
advantageous  for  our  Society  to  meet,  in  1873,  either  in  Pennsyl- 
[^  vania  or  in  New  York.    Then  the  Eastern  men  of  the  Western  army 

would  attend  in  larger  numbers ;   and,  once  enrolled,  they  would 


,     ! 
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thereafter  yearn  to  be  present  at  future  meetings,  no  matter  where 
they  might  be  held. 

Yours, 

GEORGE  W.  MINDEL, 

Brevet  Major- General  Vols., 
Late  Chief  of  Staff  to  General  Kearney. 


I 


FKOM  GENERAL  P.  S.  POST. 


Galesburg,  III,,  November  1,  1872. 

MY  DEAR  GENEEAL: 

Your  notice  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  your  note  of  September  9,  reached 
me  as  I  was  about  leaving  Europe.  I  am,  of  course,  extremely 
anxious  to  be  present  at  that  meeting,  and  particularly  as  I  would 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  as  well  as  other  comrades  of  that 
army.  I  came  home  on  business,  and  must  return  in  January ; 
but  shall  endeavor  and  hope  to  be  present  on  the  twentieth  and 
twenty -first  of  November. 

Sincerely  yours, 

P.  S.  POST. 
To  Major-General  T.  J.  Wood, 

Dayton,  Ohio. 


. 
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FROM  GENERAL  J.  G.  PARKIIURST. 


Coldwater,  Michigan,  August  6,  1872. 
General  T.  J.  Wood: 

MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  have  received  your  circular  letter  postponing 

our  Dayton  meeting.     I  thought  it  dangerous  policy  to  fix  the  time 

of  our  meeting  during  a  heated  political  campaign,  but  will  you 

cite  me  to  the  authority  of  the  local  committee  to  change  the  time  as 

voted  by  the  Society  f 

I  shall  attend  if  alive  and  well,  no  matter  when  it  is  held. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  G.  PARKIIURST. 


FROM  GENERAL  JOHN  S.  MASON. 


Springfield,  Ohio,  August  13,  1872. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  Reunion 

of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  has  been  received. 

It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  join  in  this  celebration,  but  I 

fear  the  state  of  my  health  will   not  permit.     Thanking  you  for 

your  kind  invitation, 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  MASON, 

Brevet  Brigadier -General,  U.  S.  A. 

To  Major-General  T.  J.  Wood,  U.  S.  A. 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  O.  C.  Maxwell,  U.  S.  V. 

Chaplain  Wm.  Earnsiiaw,  U.  S.  V. 

Committee. 
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FROM  COLONEL  JOHN  A.  MARTIN. 


Atchison,  Kansas,  August  12,  1872. 
General  Th.  J.  Wood: 

DEAR  SIR: 

Your  circular  letter  was  received  to-clay.    I  am 
very  anxious  to  attend  the  Dayton  meeting,  and  hope  I  shall  be 
able  to  do  so,  but  I  can  not  now  promise  with  any  certainty. 
.With  warm  regards, 

I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

JOHN  A.  MARTIN. 


FROM  COLONEL  WILLIAM  C.  WILSON. 


Lafayette,  Indiana,  August  14,  1872. 

Major-General  Thos.  J.  Wood  and  others,  Committee. 

MY  DEAR  SIRS: 

It  Avill  afford  me  pleasure  to  be  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  at  the  time  indicated  in  November. 
I  approve  of  the  change. 

Please  accept  my  thanks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  C.  WILSON. 
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FROM  COLONEL  HENRY  STONE. 

New  York,  November  18,  1872. 
General  T.  J.  Wood,  Chairman  Local  Committee. 
MY  DEAR  GENERAL: 

If  the  Societ}'  were  to  miss  me  as  much  as  I 
shall  miss  them,  at  your  Dayton  Reunion,  you  would  have  a  sorry 
time.  But  I  take  courage  in  the  knowledge  that  my  absence  will 
not  detract  from  your  good  cheer,  and  that  you  will  have  just  as 
good  a  feast  of  comradeship  as  though  nobody  were  among  the 
missing.  That  enemy  of  all  human  comfort,  called  business,  has 
called  me  here,  and  will  not  let  me  go.  But  I  shall  be  an  invisible 
guest  at  your  Reunion,  and  most  heartily  concur  in  everything 
that  shall  be  done  to  strengthen  and  make  sure  the  bonds  of  good 
fellowship  and  mutual  esteem  which  so  characterize  all  the  com- 
ings together  of  the  members  of  the  good  old  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land. The  best  hope  I  can  express  for  your  Reunion  is  that  it  may 
have  all  the  success  it  deserves. 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  STONE, 
Late  Brevet -Colonel  and  A.  A.  G. 
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FROM  COLONEL  WM.  11.  SINCLAIR. 

Treasurer's  Office,  Galveston  Co. 

Galveston,  Texas,  September  19,  1872. 
General  T.  J.  Wood,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

DEAR  SIR: 

Eeferring  to  your  letter  of  July  16,  1872,  I  re- 
gret to  state  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend. 
I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  II.  SINCLAIR. 


FROM  COLONEL  GEO.  B.  CALWALLADER. 


Sunbury,  Venn.,  August  28,  1872. 

Local  Executive  Committee,  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland : 

COMRADES: 

Your  communication  of  July  16  is  at  hand,  giv- 
ing notice  of  the  change  of  time  for  our  next  annual  meeting  to 
November  twentieth.  In  reply,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  change 
is  entirely  satisfactory,  and  that  we  shall  be  pleased  to  again  join 
our  old  comrades  at  the  time  and  place  specified.  Captain  Alex- 
ander Caldwell  and  Captain  Darius  Gilger,  of  the  Forty-sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  will  join  me  on  this  occasion. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  CALWALLADER, 

Late  Colonel  and  A.  Q.  M. 
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FEOM  COLONEL  JOHN  MENDENHALL. 


Fort  Johnston,  N.  C,  November  7,  1872. 

Major -General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  General  0.  C.  Maxwell,  Chaplain 
William  Earnshaiv,  Local  Executive  Committee,  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

COMRADES: 

I  regret,  you  know  not  how  much,  that  I  am 
compelled  to  write  that  I  can  not  be  with  you  at  your  approaching 
meeting.  I  got  a  leave  of  absence,  which  would  have  enabled  me 
to  be  with  you;  but  in  the  meantime  my  regiment  has  been  ordered 
to  California,  and  I  found  it  would  be  much  to  my  interest  to  give 
up  a  part  of  my  leave  and  go  with  it. 

I  wish  you  a  successful  and  happy  meeting. 
I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  MENDENHALL, 
Brevet- Colonel  and  Caj)tain  4th  U.  S.  Artillery. 


FKOM  COLONEL  JOSEPH  CONHAD. 

Madison,  Wis.,  August  22,  1872. 
Major- General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

MY  DEAR  GENEHAL: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular,  of  July  10, 
reminding  me  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  in  Dayton,  on 
the  twentieth  and  twenty -first  of  November,  1872. 

I  am  at  present  on  a  sick-leave,  suffering  from  my  wound,  re- 
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ceived  during  the  late  war  when  I  had  the  honor  to  bo  a  member 
of  the  old  glorious  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  if  my  health  per- 
mit my  taking  the  journey,  I  certainly  will  be  with  you  in  Novem- 
ber next, 

I  am,  very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

JOSEPH  CONRAD, 

U.  S.  A. 


FROM  MAJOR  ROBERT  BURNS. 


Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  August  6,  1872. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Yours  of  the  lGth  ult.,  notifying  me  of  "  change 
of  time,"  etc.,  of  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  received.  I  expect  (d.  v.)  to  be  one  of  those  present 
who  will  listen  composedly,  cheer  enthusiastically,  and  dispose  of 
edibles  and  potables  philosophically.-  A  good  delegation  probably 
can  be  promised  from  Michigan,  as  the  Detroit  Reunion  somewhat 
stirred  us  up. 

Yours,  etc., 

ROBERT  BURNS, 

Late  Major  4th  Mich.  Cav. 
Generals  Wood,  Maxwell,  etc. 

Committee. 
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FROM  CAPTAIN  HOMER  C.  JONES. 


McArthur,  Vinton  Co.,  Ohio,  August  16,  1872. 

General   T.  J.  Wood,  Chairman  Executive  Committee,  etc.,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

The  change  in  the  time  of  holding  Reunion 
was  especially  clever  to  me,  as  our  court  will  be  in  session  Septem- 
ber 19,  while  in  November  I  hope  to  have  leisure  to  meet  the  com- 
rades at  Dayton. 

Yours  truly, 

II.  C.  JONES. 


FROM  CAPTAIN  S.  W.  STUCKEY. 

Washington  C.  11.,  Ohio,  August  2G,  1872. 
General  Wood  and  others  : 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

Your  circular  inviting  me  to  attend  the  Annual 
Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  on  the  twen- 
tieth and  twenty-first  November, is  before  me;  and  in  answer  wish 
to  say  that,  if  possible,  I  will  be  with  you.  Please  send  me  your 
programme  of  order  of  exercises. 

The  ties  of  friendship,  formed  during  the  dark  days  of  the  re- 
bellion, should  make  these  annual  meetings  most  pleasant,  and  every 
member  should  feel  himself  honored  for  ever  having  been  associated 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
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time, 


Hoping  that  we  may  have  a  large  attendance  and  a  good 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  STUCKEY. 


FJRO'M  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  BRIGHT. 


Lexington,  Ky.,  August  19,  1872. 
Thomas  J.  Wood: 

•GENERAL: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular  letter,  dated  July  1G,  noting 
change  of  time  for  the  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland.  I  regret  to  he  compelled  to  say  that  business  en- 
gagements will  prevent  my  participation  in  the  exercises  this  year. 
My  best  wishes  for  a  happy  meeting.     Although  absent  in  body, 

I  will  be  with  you  in  spirit. 

As  ever,  yours, 

WILLIAM  BRIGHT. 

Late  Captain  21st  Kentucky  V.  V.  1. 


FROM  CAPTAIN  J.  B.  LUCKEY. 


Elmore,  Ottawa  Co.,  Ohio,  August  7,  1872. 

Messrs.   Wood,  Maxwell,  and  Earnshaw,  Committee  Society  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
GENTLEMEN: 

Your  favor  of  July  10,  informing  me  of  change 
of  the  time  of  holding  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  from  September 
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to  November,  received.     In  reply  to  your  very  kind  invitation,  I 
would  say  that  I  will  be  there,  health  permitting. 

Yours, 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  LUCKEY. 


FROM  ADJUTANT  II.  M.  DUFFIELD. 


Detroit,  August  27,  1872. 

General   Thomas  J.  Wood,   Chairman   Local   Executive  Committee, 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

DEAR  GENERAL: 

I  am  glad  your  Committee  have  changed  the 
date  of  our  next  Reunion.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will  be  much  more 
convenient  for  us  all. 

I  shall  certainly  be  on  hand  at  the  appointed  time,  and  can 
promise  you  a  full  representation  from  Michigan. 
I  remain,  General, 

Very  truly  yours, 

HENRY  M.  DUFFIELD. 
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FEOM  LIEUTENANT  JOHN  L.  CLEM. 


Fort  McKavett,  Texas,  August  22,  1872. 
Major -General  Thomas  J.  Wood,  U.  S.  A.,  and  others,  Local  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

COMKADES: 

Your  kind  invitation  was  duly  received,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  state  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  present  at  your 
glorious  .Reunion  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  of  November 
next. 

I  would  rather  miss  any  other  Eeunion  than  that  one  at  Day- 
ton, as  I  have  some  very  pleasant  recollections  of  the  place,  be- 
sides the  natural  love  for  my  "  Buckeye  State." 
Fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  L.  CLEM, 

Lieutenant  2>Mh  Infantry. 
{Late  Drummer  Boy  U.  S.  Vols.) 


FEOM  SEEGEANT  CHAELES  GANZMAN. 


Ulirichsville,  Ohio,  October  5,  1872. 

GENTLEMEN  : 

Allow  me  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
kind  invitation  to  attend  another  Eeunion  of  the  Society  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  Nothing  affords  me  more  pleasure  than 
to  meet  with  those  who  went  forth  in   defense  of  their  country. 
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As  there  are  no  obstacles  known  to  exist,  to  prevent  me  from  at- 
tending, please  enroll  my  name  as  a  participant. 
I  am,  gentlemen, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

CHABLES  .GANZMAN. 
To  Major-Gteneral  T.  J.  Wood  and  others, 

Committee,  etc.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 


FEOM  S.  0.  NOBLE. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  August  27,  1872. 

Local  Executive  Committee,  Society  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Dayton, 
Ohio. 

GENTLEMEN: 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circular  inviting  me  to 
be  present  on  the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  of  November. 
Thanks  !    I  will  be  there. 

I  do  not  regret  the  postponement  of  the  gathering,  as  in  Sep- 
tember it  would  be  an  impossibility  to  entirely  exclude  politics, 
which  have  no  part  in  the  Society. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  C.  NOBLE. 
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FROM  J.  BLACKSTONE,  JR. 


Pittsburg,  August  9,  1872. 


T.  J.  Wood  et  al,  Committee. 


GENTLEMEN: 

Providence   permitting,   you    can  count    me 
u  present  for  duty." 

Comrade  J.  BLACKSTONE,  JR. 


■ 
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In  {GQemorium 


GEORGE    HENRY    THOMAS 

July  31,  1816 
March  28,  1870 


— B— 


In  fljpmopiam 


ROBERT    ANDERSON 

QBortx 

"June  14,  1805 

October  26,  1871 
66  years y  4  months,  12  d^ 
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GENERAL  CYRUS  O.  LOOMIS. 

Died. — At  the  Soldiers'  Home,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  4th   day  of 
September,  1872,  Genral  Cyrus  0.  Loomis,  aged  54  years. 

Cyrus  O.  Loomis  was  born  in  Moravia,  Cayuga  county,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  on  the  11th  day  of  April,  1818,  where  he  lived 
until  lie  was'  sixteen,  when  he  removed  to  Michigan,  with  his  pa- 
rents, who  settled  in  Webster,  Washtenaw  county,  where  he  re-  i 
ceived  the  advantages  of  an  academic  education. 

After  the  completion  of  his  preparatory  studies,  he  entered  as  a 
law  student  in  the  office  of  Judge  Miles,  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
He  afterward  continued  his  studies  of  the  law  with  Messrs.  Douglass 
&  Walker,  in  Detroit.  From  Detroit  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  ocmpleted  his  law  studies  in  the  office  of  Loomis  & 
Metcalf,  of  Pittsburg.  In  1814,  was  admitted  to  practice,  and 
opened  a  law  office  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  attained  a  high  rank  in 
the  legal  profession,  and  had  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  In 
1856,  his  health  failing  him,  he  left  the  practice  of  law,  and  engaged 
in  real  estate  speculations,  and  afterward  in  commercial  operations 
and  in  the  manufacturing  of  a  "Farm  Grist  Mill,"  until  1859,  when 
he  again  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Coldwater,  whero  ho 
entered  into  business  relations  with  his  brother-in-law. 

In  1846  he  was  married  to  Miss  Abigail  Potter,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Daniel  Potter,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio.  His  wife  died  in  Pitts- 
burg in  1857,  leaving  a  son,  a  year  old,  named  Cyrus  Orlando,  who 
is  now  living  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  with  relatives  of  his  mother. 
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General  Loomis  was  residing  in  Coldwater,  at  the  first  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  and  declared  his  determination  to  help  save  the 
Union.  The  "Coldwater  Light  Artillery,"  an  independent  mili- 
tary organization,  which  had  existed  some  time  before  the  war, 
immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  firing  upon 
Sumter,  tendered  its  services  to  the  government,  and  General 
Loomis  enlisted  as  a  private  in  this  company.  The  proposition 
of  the  company,  after  being  once  or  twice  rejected,  on  the  ground 
that  "  the  government  did  not  need  the  services  of  any  more 
artillery,"  was  accepted,  and  the  company  ordered  into  Detroit 
for  equipment  and  drill.  The  captain  of  the  company  being  unable 
to  go  into  the  field  with  the  battery,  upon  rendezvousing  at  Fort 
Wayne  new  officers  were  chosen  by  the  company,  and  General 
Loomis  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant;  but  when  the  company 
were  to  be  mustered  in  for  "  three  years  or  during  the  war,"  instead 
of  for  three  months,  as  was  expected,  the  newly  elected  senior 
officers  declined  to  be  mustered,  and  General  Loomis  was  chosen 
commander  of  the  battery,  and  took  it  to  the  front.  The  early 
service  of  his  battery  was  in  the  West  Virginia  campaign,  under 
McClellan  ;  but  it  was  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland  that  it  be- 
came so  widely  known  as  "  Loomis'  Battery,"  and  respected  by  the 
rebels  as  well  as  our  own  soldiers.  Few,  if  any  batteries  became 
better  known  or  gave  proof  by  their  work  of  a  better  organization 
and  discipline,  or  better  leadership.  At  Perry ville,  at  Stone  Kiver, 
and  at  Chickamauga,  all  know  the  yeoman  service  that  it  did.  The 
entire  army  regarded  it  with  pride,  and  those  who  served  with  it 
looked  upon  it  with  an  affection  approaching  idolatry.  The  gal- 
lant services  of  Captain  Loomis,  with  his  battery,  soon  gained  for 
him  the  promotion  to  which  he  was  so  justly  entitled,  and  he  was 
commissioned  as  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Artil- 
lery, and  afterward  brevetted  Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  General  Loomis  was  appointed  As- 
sessor of  Internal  Eevenue  for  the  Second  Congressional  District 
of  Michigan.  He  received  his  commission  and  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  was  a  very  efficient  and 
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faithful  officer.  Owing  to  the  controversy  between  the  President 
and  the  Senate,  the  appointment  of  General  Loomis  was  not  con- 
firmed, but  he  succeeded  in  naming  his  successor.  Subsequently, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  appointed  General  Loomis  "  Special 
Agent"  of  the  Treasury  Department,  which  office  he  filled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  department  until  the  office  was  abolished  some 
time  in  18G9.  After  he  left  the  government  service,  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  manufacture  of  an  improved  feteam  safety-valve  and 
some  other  articles,  and  spent  much  of  his  time  in  New  York  city. 
His  health  began  to  fail  early  in  1871,  and  upon  his  returning  to 
Coldwater,  in  March,  1872,  his  friends  discovered  he  was  suffering 
from  paral}'sis,  and  that  his  brain  was  seriously  affected,  and  about 
the  1st  of  May  ho  was  sent  to  the  National  Soldiers'  Asylum,  near 
Milwaukee,  where  he  remained  till  the  1st  of  July,  when  he  became 
so  hopelessly  insane  that  he  was  removed  to  the  National  Asylum 
for  the  insane,  at  Washington,  and  there  died,  September  4,  1872. 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  grounds  of  the  lletreat,  until  the 
citizens  of  Detroit,  in  November  of  1872,  sent  down  a  special  com- 
mittee and  removed  them  to  Detroit,  and  there  buried  them  with 
full  military  honors.  The  services  were  held  in  Grace  (Episcopal) 
Church,  and  the  funeral  cortege,  besides  carriages  and  citizens, 
comprised  four  companies  of  State  troops  and  two  companies  of  the 
First  United  States  Infantry,  stationed  at  Fort  Wayne,  Michigan. 
A  large  concourse  of  citizens  assembled  at  the  church  and  followed 
the  hero  to  his  grave,  with  sadness  and  reverence. 

As  a  soldier,  General  Loomis  was  prompt  and  resolute  of  ac- 
tion, fearless  to  temerity  in  the  exposure  of  his  own  person,  and 
yet  prudent  and  cautious  in  the  disposition  and  exposure  of  his 
command.  As  a  man  and  a  companion,  he  was  frank  and  out- 
spoken ;  firm  and  lasting  in  his  friendship,  genial  to  a  fault,  and 
with  a  cordiality  of  manner  that  instantly  overcame  the  most  re- 
served. He  was  a  brave  soldier  and  a  true  man,  and  among  the 
many  now  silent  and  fallen  heroes  of  the  grand  old  Army  of  the 
Cumberland ,  there  will  be  found  few  indeed  who  were  more  stead- 
fast of  purpose,  more  true  to  duty,  or  more  daring  than  he  of  whom 
Eosecrans  said,  at  Stone  River,  "He  was  born  for  war." 
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GENERAL  EDWARD  F.  SCHNEIDER. 

Died. — In   the   city   of  Dresden,   Saxony,   July   31,    1872,    Edward   P. 
Schneider,  aged  34  years. 

Edward  F.  Schneider  was  the  son  of  the  late  F.  A.  and  Re- 
becca Schneider.  His  mother  survives  him.  He  was  born  and 
raised  in  Canton,  Ohio.  While  yet  a  boy,  he  manifested  that  ambi- 
tion for  honorable  independence  which  was  a  salient  characteristic 
of  his  life.  Following  in  the  well-trodden  pathway  that  has  con- 
ducted not  a  few  Americans  to  literary  and  political  distinction, 
he  went  from  the  school  into  the  printing  office,  learning  his  trade 
in  the  office  of  the  Ohio  Repository.  He  completed  his  apprentice- 
ship during  a  year's  stay  in  the  Beacon  office  at  Akron,  and  in 
1854,  while  yet  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  struck  out  boldly 
for  himself,  going  first  to  Iowa  City,  and  thence  to  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, then  a  frontier  town  possessing  little  consequence  and  less 
attraction.  He  had  been  there  but  a  short  time  when  he  became, 
first  the  local  editor  of  the  Nebraskian,  and  then  the  editor  of  the 
Omaha  Republican,  making  it  the  leading  paper  in  the  territory. 

After  remaining  in  Omaha  several  years,  and  making  his 
paper  a  success,  he  was  constrained  by  events  to  change  his  loca- 
tion. The  struggle  in  Kansas,  of  national  import,  was  then 
raging.  To  a  man,  young,  ambitious,  and  imbued  with  the  liberal 
and  radical  ideas  that  young  Schneider  had  adopted,  the  tempta- 
tion to  have  a  hand  in  the  fight  between  freedom  and  slavery, 
which  then  had  its  battle-field  in  Kansas,  was  irresistible.  He 
went  to  Leavenworth,  and  was  not  long  in  writing  himself  into 
the  control  of  the  editorial  columns  of  the  Times — the  best  and 
ablest  of  the  anti-slavery  papers  then  published  in  the  territory. 
No  one  can  measure  the  good  that  was  done  by  General 
Schneider  in  these  several  positions,  second  to  none  in  power  for 
molding  the  heterogeneous  elements  of  the  frontier  into  stable  and 
.free  commonwealths. 
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The  fight  in  Kansas  was  ended.  The  Lecompton  constitution 
had  been  rejected,  and  the  free  State  was  entering  upon  an  era  of 
great  jorosperity.  The  war  came,  and  found  Kansas  prepared  to 
do  its  duty  against  its  old  enemy.  General  Schneider  left  the 
sanctum  for  the  field,  entering  the  service  as  Major  of  the  Eighth 
Kansas  Infantry  Volunteers,  September  5,  18G1.  During  two 
years  of  service  he  remained  constantly  in  the  field,  being  pro- 
moted December  20,  18G3,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  resigned,  on 
account  of  ill-health  contracted  in  the  service,  June  11,  1864.  lie 
was,  on  March  13,  18G5,  brevetted  Brigadier-General. 

It  was  during  these  two  years,  and  while  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  that  he  contracted  the  disease  that  has  borne  fruit  in  his 
untimely  death.  We  have  often  heard  him  describe  the  fatigue 
and  suffering  endured  by  our  soldiers  during  the  retreat  before 
Bragg,  to  Louisville,  in  1863.  A  severe  cold  settled  upon  his 
lungs,  and  being  allowed  neither  rest  nor  medical  treatment,  nor 
even  proper  nourishment  for  weeks,  it  became  a  chronic  malady, 
resulting  in  a  pulmonary  trouble  that  was  in  the  end  found  to  be 
fatal. 

Being  thus  compelled  to  give  up  army  life,  he  resigned  his 
office  and  returned  home  in  the  spring  of  1864.  After  his  health 
was  partially  restored,  he  became  as  restless  as  ever.  His  activity 
now  manifested  itself  in  behalf  of  the  success  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  the  summer  of  1865  he  was  nominated  by  that  party  to 
the  State  Legislature,  and  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  October  of  that  year.  In  the  Legislature  he  at 
■  once  became  conspicuous  for  the  boldness  of  his  views,  and  for  the 
ability  with  which  ho  maintained  them.  lie  was  chairman  of 
committees  of  the  first  rank  and  importance  in  that,  and  in  the 
succeeding  Legislature  to  which  he  was  also  elected  by  a  most  con- 
clusive and  complimentary  majority.  As  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee  and  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations,  he  had  the 
power  to  affect  our  State  legislation  in  a  marked  degree,  and  he 
spared  no  occasion  for  its  wholesome  exercise. 
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At  the  end  of  his  legislative  career,  in  January,  1868,  Gover- 
nor Hayes  appointed  him  Adjutant-General  of  Ohio,  which  posi- 
tion he  resigned  May  15,  1869,  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  the 
law. 

In  the  summer  of  1868  there  was  an  exciting  canvass  for  the 
Republican  Congressional  election  in  the  Seventeenth  District  of 
Ohio.  The  convention  was  held  at  Wellsville,  on  the  first  day  of 
July  of  that  year.  There  were  substantially  only  three  candidates  : 
Schneider  of  Stark,  Ambler  of  Columbiana,  and  Sherrard  of 
Jefferson.  Others  had  offered  themselves  from  Stark,  but  General 
Schneider's  popularity  had  the  effect  of  inducing  them  to  retire 
early  in  the  canvass.  He  received  nearly  the  unanimous  support 
of  Stark  county  in  the  convention,  pending  the  casting  of  seven- 
teen ballots.  At  this  juncture  General  Schneider,  unwilling  to 
further  overtax  the  patience  of  his  friends  or  to  prolong  the  angry 
controversy  in  the  party,  made  a  short  speech  withdrawing  his 
name  from  the  convention.  That  speech  was  most  tastefully  con- 
ceived and  eloquently  delivered,  and  predisposed  the  convention 
strongly  in  his  favor.  There  is  not  a  reasonable  doubt  that  Gen- 
eral Schneider  would  have  represented  his  district  in  Congress 
had  his  life  and  health  been  spared. 

But  now  the  encroachments  of  his  disease  were  felt  to  be  such 
as  to  compel  the  adoption  of  some  radical  measure  in  the  hope  of 
its  eradication.  By  the  advice  of  his  physician,  he  determined  to 
try  the  effect  of  foreign  residence  and  travel,  and  he  set  out  upon 
his  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  in  April,  1870.  He  visited  several 
of  the  principal  cities  in  England,  and  went  to  Paris,  remaining 
there  during  the  month  of  May.  The  month  of  Jane  he  spent  at 
Ems,  the  celebrated  German  watering  place.  From  that  date  until 
November  he  traveled  considerably  in  Germany  and  Switzerland. 

The  war  between  Germany  and  France  compelled  a  great 
change  in  his  original  programme.  He  had  intended  to  spend  the 
last  winter,  and  take  medical  treatment  at  Nice,  but  was  deterred 
in  consequence  of  the  war  prospect,  and  concluded  to  go  to  Egypt 
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instead.  So  he  spent  the  fall  months  in  Italy,  arriving  in  Alex- 
andria in  December,  1870.  He  spent  the  intervening  time,  until 
the  first  of  February,  at  Alexandria  and  Cairo.  During  February 
and  March  he  made  the  voyage  up  the  Nile,  being  at  Assouan,  the 
most  remote  point  in  his  trip,  on  February  28th,  and  making  his 
visit  to  Thebes,  on  his  return,  on  March  llth.  From  Cairo,  on  his 
return,  he  went,  by  way  of  the  Suez  canal,  to  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem 
during  the  month  of  April,  arriving  at  Constantinople  about  the 
first  of  May.  Thence  he  went  to  Vienna,  by  way  of  the  Danube- 
He  left  Vienna,  June  30th,  and  arrived  in  Dresden  on  the  second 
of  July. 

In  respect  to  health  it  is  probable  that 'his  condition  was  not 
seriously  changed,  either  for  the  better  or  worse,  prior  to  his  arrival 
in  Egypt.  His  residence  there,  and  his  Nile  voyage,  filled  him 
with  renewed  hope.  His  letters  were  cheerful  and  cheering.  But 
all  was  changed  after  his  visit  to  Jerusalem.  He  wrote  that  he  had 
contracted  an  ague  there,  and  the  chills  clung  to  him  until  the 
end.  At  Vienna,  also,  his  enfeebled  frame  was  seriously  threat- 
ened by  an  attack  of  diarrhea ;  and  this  determined  him  to  go  to 
Dresden,  where  he  also  had  friends,  of  whom  he  speaks  as  having 
spared  no  pains  to  render  him  comfortable. 

The  last  letter  received  from  him  was  written  on  the  10th  of  July. 
In  it  he  warns  his  friends,  with  great  tenderness,  not  to  be  alarmed 
by  the  fact  that  the  letter  is  written  by  his  dictation,  and  in  a 
strange  hand.  He  states  the  circumstances  that  had  aggravated 
his  disease  and  enfeebled  him  so  that  he  had  to  keep  his  bed. 
But  he  speaks  of  his  return  as  if  he  felt  assured  of  it;  names  the 
steamer  and  date  upon  which  he  hoped  to  leave  Bremen  for  his 
native  land ;  and  promises  a  cable  dispatch  announcing  when  he 
would  sail.  The  cable  dispatch  came — but,  alas,  how  changed  in  , 
spirit  and  tenor  from  that  of  which  his  family  were  in  daily 
expectation ! 

The  correspondence  of  the  deceased,  during  his  absence,  has 
been  voluminous,  and  of  extraordinary  interest.     For  reasons  of 
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his  own,  he  had  forbidden  its  publication.  It  was  hoped  that,  with 
his  return,  this  restraint,  at  least  upon  part  of  it,  would  be  re- 
moved ;  but  an  honorable  respect  for  his  memory  now  requires 
that  it  should  remain  a  sealed  book. 

This  life,  the  principal  events  of  which  have  been  thus  imper- 
fectly stated,  was  one  of  such  a  promising  character  that  its  loss  is, 
to  the  country  and  to  society,  very  great ;  and,  to  his  home  circle, 
irreparable  and  unspeakable.  The  achievements  within  the  scope 
of  an  intellect  so  brilliant,  prompted  by  a  strong  and  laudable  am- 
bition, and  sustained  by  a  vigorous  constitution,  can  hardly  be 
estimated.  But  to  measure  our  loss  correctly,  to  his  acknowledged 
ability  must  be  added  his  pure  and  lofty  personal  character,  and 
the  fact  that  the  causes  and  measures  that  he  espoused  had  in  view 
the  elevation  and  enfranchisement  of  the  oppressed  and  down- 
trodden, and  the  best  interests  of  his  country  and  of  mankind. 


MAJOR  AUGUSTUS  WARD. 

Died. — Near  Omaha,  Nebraska,  (it  is  supposed)  about  the  26th  of  July, 
1871,  Augustus  Ward. 

Augustus  Ward  was  born  near  Everton,  Fayette  county,  Ind., 
on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1844.  He  was  the  son  of  Jesse  Ward, 
who  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Maryland  in- 
fantry, and  was  in  Fort  McHenry  on  the  famous  night  whose 
morning  was  immortalized  by  Key's  song,  "  The  Star  Spangled 
Banner,"  and  ever  cherished  the  incident  of  being  under  that  flag 
that  night  as  the  proudest  memory  of  his  life.  The  early  boyhood 
of  Augustus  Ward  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm;  but  in  1857  his 
father  died,  and  the  next  year  he  was  placed  by  his  mother  in 
charge  of  his  eldest  brother,  General  Durbin  Ward,  at  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  who  thenceforward  directed  his  education.  He  entered  col- 
lege at  Miami  University,  Oxford,  in  18G0,  and  was  there  as  a 
student  when  the  war  of  secession  broke  out.  Hearing  that  his 
brother,  Durbin  Ward,  had  entered  the  service,  he  volunteered 
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the  first  week  after  Lincoln's  proclamation  for  troops,  in  a  com- 
pany of  college  boys  commanded  by  Colonel  Ozro  J.  Dodds,  then 
also  at  Oxford.     He  was  not  seventeen  years  old  when  he  volun- 
teered, but  was  mustered  in  without  question,  and  he  continued  in 
the  service  till  mustered  out  in  July,  18G5.    Dodds'  College  Company 
was  assigned  for  the  three  months'  service  to  the  Twentieth  Ohio 
Eegiment,  and  served  in  West  Virginia.    After  the  expiration  of  the 
three  months'  service,  young  Ward  joined  Company  A,  Seventeenth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  regiment  he  remained  during 
the  rest  of  his  service.     He  selected  this  regiment  because  it  was 
his  brother's,  but  he  never  got  in  it  any  promotion  which  he  had 
not  fully  earned.     The  Seventeenth  Ohio  went  into  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  distinguished  itself  as  a  fighting  regiment,  being 
always  in  the  front  till  the  close  of  the  war,  and  never  doing  duty 
in  garrison  for  a  day.     In  18G2,  he  served  for  some  months  in  the 
Signal  Corps,  and  after  he  rejoined  his  regiment  he  was  promoted 
to  be  Sergeant-Major,  and  so  remained  till  after  the  battle  of  Chick  - 
amauga.     It  had  been  long  his  turn  in  the  order  of  promotion  to  be 
promoted,  but  his  youth  and  inexperience,  together-with  a  deter- 
mination to  give  no  room  for  the  charge  of  nepotism,  constrained 
his  brother,  General  Ward,  to  hold  back  his  promotion.     But  his 
distinguished  gallantry  at  Chickamauga — for  he  was  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight  and  had  a  horse  killed  under  him — made  his  commis- 
sion a  matter  of  course,  and  he  was  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  for 
special  gallantry.     He  was  soon  First  Lieutenant,  and  then  Adju- 
tant and  Captain,  in  which  rank  he  was  mustered  out.     He  was 
Hiibsequently  brevetted  Major.     He  was  at  home  on  leave  for  a  short 
time  when  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea  began,  and  so  was  left  be- 
hind, and  joined  Thomas'  army  at  Nashville.     A  few  days  before 
the  battle,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left  arm  on  the  picket 
line,  and  was  unable  to  take  the  field  till  after  the  fight.     As  soon 
as  he  was  permitted  to  leave,  he  sought  to  join  Sherman,  and  was 
ordered  to  New  York,  and  by  sea  to  Port  Eoyal,  in  South  Caro- 
lina, where  he  remained  till  ordered  to  join  the  army  at  Washing- 
ton, where  he  took  part  in  the  grand  review. 
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After  the  war,  he  began  the  study  of  the  law,  and  procured  an 
appointment  to  a  clerkship  in  Washington,  to  support  him  while 
lie  prosecuted  his  studies.  He  remained  in  his  clerkship,  being 
twice  promoted,  till  he  was  graduated  from  Columbian  Law  School, 
Washington,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1868.  He  immedi- 
ately resigned,  and  was  appointed  by  Attorney-General  Evarts 
Assistant  United  States  District  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District 
of  Ohio,  and  immediately  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office  at  Cin- 
cinnati. On  the  change  of  the  Federal  administration,  he  was  re- 
moved in  April,  1869,  and  immediately  opened  a  law  office.  In 
October,  1869,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the 
Ohio  legislature,  from  Hamilton  county,  Ohio.  He  was  made 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

One  of  his  earliest  acts  in  the  legislature  was  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  secularize  the  public  schools,  by  forbidding  the  reading 
therein,  as  a  school-book,  of  the  Holy  Bible.     Whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  the  measure,  its  introduction 
was  a  strong  proof  of  the  independence  of  his  character  and  of  his 
daring  courage.     His  bill  was  postponed  till  the  following  winter; 
and  by  this  time  his  health  had  failed,  and  he  was  too  enfeebled  to 
do  more  than  express  his  earnest  faith  that,  though  he  should  be 
gone,  the  public  would  come  to  recognize  the  justice  and  wisdom  of 
his  measure.     He  was  rarely  able  to  be  on  the  floor,  and  shortly 
afterward  left  for  New  Orleans,  in  the  hope  of  restoring  his  health. 
He  was  suffering  from  lung  disease,  and  became  still  worse  in  the 
South.     During  the  summer  he  started  for  the  plains,  with  the  hope 
of  finding  relief  in  those  lofty  table-lands.     "While  at  Omaha,  he 
left  his  hotel  one  morning  for  a  walk,  and  was  never  seen  after- 
ward till  his  remains  were  found  in  the  Missouri  river,  some  months 
subsequently.     He  is  supposed  to  have  fallen  into  the  river,  as  all 
his  baggage  and  papers  were  left  at  his  hotel,  and  no  indication 
was  found  of  anything  but  accidental  drowning.     Thus  suddenly 
closed  a  career  so  brilliantly  begun,  and  which  promised  so  bright 
a  future.     He  was  acknowledged  by  all  who  knew  him  to  be  a 
young  man  of  great  ability  and  sterling  character. 
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CAPTAIN  JAMES  WARNOCK. 

Died. — In  the  office  of  Lincoln,  Smith,  Warnock  &  Stevens,  Cincinnati,  ()., 
suddenly,  July  2d,  at  3£  p.  m.,  1872,  James  Warnock,  in  the  47th  year  of 
his  age. 

The  deceased  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  February  10, 
1826.  When  about  four  years  old  his  father's  family  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  on  White  Water,  Ohio.  In  1841  the 
family  removed  to  Princeton,  Indiana.  Here  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  obtained  his  primary  education,  partly  in  the  Princeton 
Seminary  and  partly  from  private  instruction.  He  afterward  spent 
some  months  at  Miami  University,  at  Oxford,  Ohio.  His  college 
course  was  completed  June  28,  1849,  at  Center  College,  Ken- 
tucky. \ 

After  his  graduation  he  spent  one  year  in  Princeton,  Indiana' 
reading  law  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Judge  Hall. 

Removing  to  Cincinnati,  his  studies  were  completed  in  the  office 
of  T.  D.  Lincoln,  Esq.  In  1854  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Lincoln,  Smith  &  Warnock, 

By  his  attention  to  business,  and  continued  study  of  his  profes- 
sion, he  merited,  and  was  accorded,  a  high  rank  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  "  Cincinnati  Bar."  In  1861,  with  many  others  of  like 
patriotism,  he  entered  the  service  of  his  country,  enlisting  in  the 
three  months'  service  a  few  days  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter. 
When  the  company  left  Cincinnati  for  the  East,  he  was  confined  to 
his  bed  by  a  severe  attack  of  sickness.  In  August,  1861,  he  again 
enlisted,  and  was  specially  active  in  helping  to  raise  Company  I) 
for  the  Second  Ohio  Infantry,  in  which  he  received  a  commission  as 
First  Lieutenant,  and  upon  the  first  opportunity  for  promotion  was 
made  Captain,  which  position  he  held  with  credit  to  himself  until 
the  close  of  the  term  of  his  enlistment. 

His  first  campaign  was  in  Eastern  Kentucky  against  Hum- 
phrey Marshall.     He  was  in. the  army  of  General  Mitchell 
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when  Huntsville,  Alabama,  was  captured.  He  was  in  the  pursuit  of 
Bragg,  through  Kentucky,  and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Perry- 
ville.  He  was  under  fire  at  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  and  Look- 
out Mountain.  During  the  latter  engagement  he  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  leg,  necessitating  an  absence  from  duty  for  about 
three  months.  When  again  able  to  take  his  accustomed  place,  he 
continued  on  duty  without  further  interruption  until  his  term  ex- 
pired, serving  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  when  Atlanta  was 
captured.  Shortly  after  this,  his  term  of  service  expired,  and  he 
was  discharged. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Cincinnati,  and  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law. 

The  circumstances  of  his  death,  were  peculiarly  impressive. 
Being  in  the  most  perfect  health,  both  of  body  and  mind,  with  no 
undue  excitement,  engaged  in  a  lively  conversation  with  Mr.  Smith, 
he  turned  to  his  desk  for  the  purpose,  as  is  supposed,  of  resuming 
the  preparation  of  a  legal  paper  to  which  most  of  his  time  for  two 
or  three  days  previous  had  been  given,  when,  in  a  moment,  his 
head  fell  back,  his  limbs  extended,  a  convulsive  effort  to  breathe, 
and  death  had  done  his  work.  Mr.  Smith  and  others  in  the  office 
sprang  to  his  side,  gently  laid  him  down,  applied  restoratives, 
brought  in  medical  aid,  did  all  they  oould,  but  he  was  gone. 

On  two  occasions,  during  his  army  career,  Captain  Warnock 
rendered  peculiarly  important  service.  In  October,  18G3,  after  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  the  fall  election  of  the  State  of  Ohio  was 
held.  The  legislature  of  that  State  had  passed,  the  previous  win- 
ter, what  was  known  as  the  soldiers'  voting  law,  prescribing  the 
method  in  which  the  soldiers  in  the  field  were  to  express  their 
choice.  The  contest  was  an  exciting  one.  The  main  interest  rested 
on  the  candidate  for  governor.  General  Rosecrans  and  General 
Garfield  were  especially  anxious  that  a  full  vote  should  be  had 
among  the  Ohio  troops  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  This  was 
no  easy  matter.  The  command  extended  from  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee — some  three  hundred  miles.  The 
entire  vote  was  to  be  taken  in  one  day ;  and  it  required  an  experi- 
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enced  man  to  take  charge  of  the  matter,  give  necessary  instruction, 
distribute  the  tickets,  poll-books,  tally-sheets,  and  have  them  prop- 
erly returned  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Columbus,  that  they 
might  be  counted — and  this  under  the  provision  of  a  new  law  which 
required  strict  compliance  with  the  terms  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 
General  Eosecrans  placed  the  entire  matter  in  Captain  War- 
nock's  hands ;  and  the  result  proved  that  it  could  not  have  gone  into 
better.  Captain  Warnock  gave  his  whole  mind  to  the  matter ;  en- 
tering into  it  with  spirit,  he  worked  day  and  night  in  the  sorting  out 
of  the  documents ;  and  so  effective  was  the  distribution  made,  under 
his  supervision,  that  nearly  the  entire  soldiers'  vote  was  returned 
to  the  State  and  stood  the  test. 

On  the  other  occasion  referred  to,  after  Captain  Warnock  was 
wounded,  he  returned  before  he  was  fit  for  field  service.  After 
joininghis  command  in  the  field,  he  was  detailed  by  order  of  General 
Thomas,  to  proceed  to  Nashville,  and,  with  Dr.  Clendenin,  make 
a  thorough  examination  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  enlisted 
men,  with  instructions  to  send  to  the  front  all  who  were  considered 
fit  for  duty  in  hospitals  at  Nashville.  Special  attention  was  to  be 
given  to  those  who  had  received  details,  and  were  enjoying  the 
campaign  in  hospitals  as  nurses,  waiters,  etc.,  when  they  should 
have  been  at  the  front.  Short  work  was  made  of  this  class  j  and  in 
two  short  weeks  the  large  hospitals  at  Nashville  were  weeded  out 
of  between  four  and  five  thousand  men,  who  were  sent  to  the  front 
for  active  duty,  and  the  army  in  the  field  proportionately  strength- 
ened. After  this,  Captain  Warnock  returned  at  once  to  his  com- 
mand in  the  front,  still  suffering  from  the  effect  of  his  wound,  and 
went  at  once  on  active  duty. 

It  has  been  said  of  Captain  Warnock,  "  He  was  as  straight 
as  an  arrow.  Everybody  knows  that.  From  the  center  to  the  cir- 
cumference he  was  truthful,  sincere,  manly ;  a  man  whose  feelings 
were  very  soon  touched — both  quickly  incensed  and  quickly  ap- 
peased. He  was  a  steadfast,  enduring,  and  persistent  friend.  Onco 
your  ally,  he  was  an  ally  to  the  end.  He  was  bold  as  a  soldier  and 
a  citizen.     Though  he  was  a  very  active  politician  and  a  soldier, 
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he  was  as  little  of  a  self-seeker  as  we  had  among  us.  He  was  not 
ambitious,. except  to  do  his  duty.  I  had  hoped  his  life  would  have 
been  long  among  us ;  but  we  know  not  why  he  has  been  suddenly 
called  away.  As  long  as  we  live  we  shall  remember  the  kind  heart 
and  warm  feelings,  the  genial  impulses,  and  affectionate  nature  of 
this  man." 

And  another  bears  this  testimony  of  him  :  "He  was  a  man 
that  had  no  shams — whatever  his  virtues  or  abilities,  you  could  see 
them  for  yourself;  and  even  his  faults  he  disdained  to  cover  up.  He 
possessed  moral  and  physical  courage  equal  to  any  man,  and  would 
adhere  to  unpopular  opinions,  unpopular  men,  or  unpopular  social 
questions,  if  he  thought  the  truth  lay  in  that  direction.  His  join- 
ing the  army  was  simply  the  logical  result  of  his  opinions.  He  did 
not  do  so  for  pay,  power,  or  position,  but  simply  to  do  his  duty  as 
a  citizen  ;  and  when  his  three  years  expired  and  lie  returned  home, 
he  asked  for  no  position,  but,  satisfied  with  the  consciousness  of 
having  done  his  duty,  he  went  right  back  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  was  a  devoted  son  and  brother.  After  he  had 
joined  the  army,  the  last  thing  he  did  before  leaving  the  city  was 
to  make  a  will,  giving  all  his  property  to  his  mother,  and,  upon  her 
death,  he  destroyed  the  will,  leaving  the  property  to  go  among  his 
brothers  and  sisters.  His  remains  now  rest  in  the  village  cemetery 
where  his  mother  is  buried." 


CAPTAIN  JULES  J.  MONTAGNIER. 

Died.— On  the  22d  day  of  March,  1872,  in  the  cily  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Captain  Jules  J.  Montagnier,  late  of  the  Sixth  O.  V.  I.,  in  the  37th  year  of 
his  age. 

Jules  J.  Montagnier  was  born  in  the  cit}T  of  Cincinnati,  in  the 
year  1835,  and,  with  the  exception  of  temporary  absence  of  brief 
periods,  he  always  resided  in  that  city.  He  was  of  French  parent- 
age, as  his  name  indicates.  His  father  was  a  man  of  very  marked 
character.     He  entered  the  army  of  Napoleon  at  an  early  age,  and 
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received  his  military  training  in  the  finest  armies  of  that  day.  Dis- 
tinguishing himself  in  the  first  weeks  of  his  service  hy  cool  bravery 
and  clear  judgment,  in  some  important  matters,  he  was  promoted 
to  a  position  of  some  rank.  He  continued  in  the  French  service 
until  after  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  when,  leaving  France,  he  sought 
his  fortune  in  the  New  World. 

Captain  Montagnier  was  educated  at  the  St.  Xavier  College, 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  where  he  attained,  by  his  natural  ability 
and  faithful  application,  a  high  position  among  his  associates- 
After  leaving  college,  he  selected  the  profession  of  printer,  to  which 
he  applied  himself  with  energy,  and  in  time  became  foreman 
in  the  office  of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer.  During  this  time  he  did 
considerable  editorial  writing  for  the  city  papers.  During  the 
Know-Nothing  excitement  of  1855,  he  associated  himself  with  a 
gentleman  named  Adams,  and  published  during  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing year,  at  Newburg,  Warwick  county,  Indiana,  a  newspaper 
advocating  that  cause.  Notwithstanding  the  obscurity  of  the  place 
in  which  it  was  published,  the  paper  soon  took  rank,  and  for  a  time 
was  the  most  largely  circulated  Know-Nothing  organ  in  Southern 
Indiana.  The  political  changes  of  1857  caused  Captain  Montag- 
nier to  return  to  the  city  of  Cincinnati.  At  the  time  of  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  he  was  a  member  of  the  old  "  Guthrie  Gray 
Battalion,"  a  military  organization  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  he  was  among  the  very  first  to  respond  to  the  first  call 
of  President  Lincoln  for  troops  to  put  down  the  rebellion.  lie 
rendered  valuable  service  in  organizing  the  new  regiment  that  was 
formed  on  the  old  Guthrie  Gray  Battalion  as  a  nucleus,  known  as 
the  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  took  rank  as  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company  G.  All  through  the  war  he  was  a  brave  soldier,  and 
through  all  the  hard  service  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  that  regiment  to 
be  engaged  in,  Captain  Montagnier  had  his  full  share ;  but  his 
whole  heart  was  in  the  cause  and  he  never  faltered,  and  he  was 
known  and  respected  in  the  regiment  as  one  of  the  truest,  bravest 
men  in  it.  At  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  while  in  command  of 
his  company,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  both  legs,     lie  was  laid 
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up  for  a  long  time  from  the  effect  of  these  wounds,  which  were 
painful  in  the  extreme.  He  was  compelled  to  leave  the  service  on 
account  of  his  wounds,  being  discharged  "on  account  of  wounds 
received  on  the  field  of  battle,"  based  on  surgeon's  certificate  of 
disability. 

After  leaving  the  army,  Captain  Montagnier  returned  to  Cin- 
cinnati, but  his  health  was  broken,  and  it  was  only  at  intervals  he 
could  attend  to  any  business.  For  three  years  before  his  death  he 
was  an  invalid.  Exposure  on  the  field  and  in  the  service,  together 
with  his  wounds,  hastened  his  end  ;  and  so  another  brave  spirit 
passed  away — another  victim  of  the  Southern  rebellion. 

Captain  Montagnier  was  a  good  soldier  and  a  true  gentle- 
man. Earnest  in  his  endeavor  to  serve  his  country  and  to  do  his 
duty  to  the  command  under  him,  he  gained  the  love  and  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  was  brought  into  contact.  Brave  and  fearless  in 
the  field  of  battle,  he  is  numbered  among  the  sons  of  the  nation 
who  gave  up  their  all  that  the  nation  might  live.  Into  the  life  of 
the  country,  this  young  hero's  life  and  heart's  blood  were  poured, 
that  a  grander  nation  than  the  old  might  be  reared  on  the  fallen 
idols  of  the  past;  and  what  this  people  are  to-day,  Captain  Mon- 
tagnier, in  his  quiet,  honest  way,  contributed  all  that  he  had,  even 
unto  his  life.  He  takes  his  place  on  our  rolls  among  our  honored 
dead. 
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OEDER   AND  SPECIFICATIONS 

OF    THE 

Badge  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 

ADOPTED   BY  THE   SOCIETY". 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  June  19,  1865. 
General  Orders, 

No.  41. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  serving  in  this  vicinity,  held  at  the  Headquarters 
of  the  Artillery  Command  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps,  on  Satur- 
day, June  10th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  propriety 
of  adopting  a  badge  to  signalize  and  perpetuate  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt  such 
a  badge,  and  the  following  officers  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
report  a  design  for  the  same  : 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  J.  L.  Donaldson,  Chief  Quarter- 
master Department  of  the  Cumberland  ; 

Brevet  Brigadier-General  E.  Opd yoke,  Commanding  Brigade, 
Fourth  Corps; 

Brevet-Colonel  W.  II.  Greenwood,  Assistant  Inspector- 
General  Fourth  Corps ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  L.  Foulke,  Forty-sixth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry; 

Captain  E.  H.  Litson,  Twenty-second  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 
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On  motion,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then 
adopted: 

Whereas,  Many  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land are  about  to  abandon  the  profession  of  arms,  and  again  mingle 
in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  home — 

Resolved,,  That,  in  parting  with  each  other,  we  do  so  with 
mingled  feelings  of  sorrow,  sadness,  and  pride ; — sorrow,  because 
friends,  bound  together  by  ties  formed  on  many  battle-fields,  must 
part;  sadness,  at  turning  our  backs  upon  the  thousand  fresh -made 
graves  of  our  brave  comrades;  and  pride,  because  it  has  been  our 
good  fortune  to.be  numbered  among  the  members  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  have  each  done  his  part  in  proving  to  the 
world  that  republics  have  the  ability  to  maintain  and  perpetuate 
themselves. 

Resolved,  That  in  parting,  we  do,  as  we  have  many  times  done 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  renew  our  pledges  of  unending  fidelity 
to  each  other ;  and  that,  in  whatever  position  in  life  we  may  hap- 
pen to  be,  we  will  never  permit  our  affections  to  be  estranged  from 
those  who  continue  to  fight  Our  battles,  but  that  we  will  sustain 
and  defend  them  at  all  times  and  in  all  proper  places. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  named  persons,  and  none  others, 
are  authorized  to  wear  the  badge  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land : 

I.  All  soldiers  of  that  army  now  in  service  and  In  good 
standing. 

II.  All  soldiers  who  formerly  belonged  to  that  army,  and  have 
received  honorable  discharges  from  the  same. 


Resolved,  That  any  soldier  of  "the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
who  is  now  entitled  to  wear  the  badge  of  the  army,  who  may 
hereafter  be  dishonorably  dismissed  the  service,  shall,  by  such  dis- 
charge, forfeit  the  right  to  wear  such  badge. 
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Resolved,  That  we  exhort  all  members  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  to  discountenance  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  any  un- 
authorized persons  to  arrogate  to  themselves  honor  to  which  they 
are  not  entitled,  by  wearing  our  badge. 

The  badge  committee  then  invited  all  to  send  in  designs,  and 
announced  that  the  committee  would  be  open  to  receive  until 
9  a.  m.  Wednesday,  June  14. 

The  badge  described  in  the  accompanying  specifications  hav- 
ing, since  that  date,  been  selected  by  the  committee,  the  same  is 
adopted,  and  is  hereby  announced  as  the  badge  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

By  Command  of  Major-General  Thomas. 

WILLIAM  D.  WHIPPLE, 

Brigadier- General  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  BADGE   OF   THE  ARMY  OF  THE 
CUMBERLAND. 

1.  Star — Five  pointed.     Suspended,  point  upward.     Frosted,  gold 

or  silver,  with  polished  edge  one  twenty -fourth  of  an  inch 
wide.  Points  of  Star  blunt  or  very  slightly  rounded.  Ra- 
dius of  Circle  of  outer  points,  nine-tenths  of  an  inch  ;  of 
inner  points,  four  and  a  half  tenths  of  an  inch. 

2.  Triangle — In  center  of  Star,  point  upward.     Frosted,  gold  or 

silver,  with  polished  edge  one  twenty -fourth  of  an  inch 
wide,  elevated  above  Star  one  thirty-second  of  an  inch,  or 
engraved,  if  wearer  chooses.  Triangle  of  such  size  as  to 
leave  space  around  it  in  frosted  part  of  the  Star. 

3.  Acorn — In  center  of  Triangle;  polished,  gold  or  silver,  with 

frosted  cap  and  polished  stem,  in  alto  relievo,  or  engraved. 
Acorn  of  such  size  as  to  leave  space  around  it  in  frosted 
part  of  Triangle.  Enameled  natural  color,  if  the  wearer 
chooses. 

4.  Ribbon — Silk — Red,   White,   and    Blue — three-quarters   of  an 

inch  wide,  one  and  one-fourth  inches  long. 

5.  Pin — Concave,  oval,  five-tenths  of  an  inch  long,  two  and  a  half 

tenths  of  an  inch  wide.  Frosted,  gold  or  silver,  with  pol- 
ished edge  raised.  Laurel  wreath  surrounding  oval,  which  is 
supported  at  both  sides  by  pillars.  Oval  to  be  one-sixteenth 
of  an  inch  above  wreath,  with  "  Army  of  the  Cumberland'1 
engraved  therein.  Entire  oval  between  pillars,  seven  and  a 
half  tenths  of  an  inch  long. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE    I. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  "  Society 
of  the  Army  op  the  Cumberland,"  and  said  Society  shall  include 
every  officer  and  soldier  who  has  at  any  time  served  with  honor  in 
that  army. 

Honorary  members  may  be  elected  from  those  officers  who 
have  become  distinguished  in  any  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

ARTICLE    II. 


The  object  of  the  Society  shall  be  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  the  fortunes  and  achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Cmnberland ; 
to  preserve  that  unanimity  of  loyal  sentiment,  and  that  kind  and 
cordial  feeling  which  has  been  an  eminent  characteristic  of  this 
army,  and  the  main  element  of  the  power  and  success  of  its  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the  Union.  The  history  and  glory  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  this  army,  who  have  fallen 
either  on  the  field  of  battle  or  otherwise  in  the  line  of  their  duty, 
shall  be  a  permanent  and  sacred  trust  to  this  Society,  and  every 
effort  shall  be  made  to  collect  and  preserve  the  proper  memorials 
of  their  services,  to  inscribe  their  names  upon  the  roll  of  honor, 
and  transmit  their  fame  to  posterity.  It  shall  also  be  the  object 
and  bounden  duty  of  this  Society  to  relieve,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
families  of  such  deceased  officers  and  soldiers,  when  in  indigent 
circumstances,  either  by  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the  mem- 
bers, or  in  such  other  manner  as  they  may  determine  when  the 
cases  are  brought  to  their  attention.     This  provision   shall  also 
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hereafter  apply  to  the  suffering  families  of  those  members  of  the 
Society  who  may,  in  the  future,  be  called  hence,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  soldier's  widow  and  orphan  shall  forever  be  a  holy  trust  in 
the  hands  of  his  surviving  comrades. 

ARTICLE    III. 

For  the  purpose  of  effecting  these  objects  the  Society  shall  be 
organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President,  and  a  Vice-Pres- 
ident from  each  State  having  soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land (to  be  nominated  by  members  from  the  several  States),  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  a  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year;  the  time  and 
place  of  the  next  meeting  to  be  selected  by  ballot  at  each  meet- 
ing. All  members  of  the  Society  who  are  prevented  by  any  cause 
from  personally  attending  are  expected  to  notify  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  and  to  impart  such  information  in  regard  to  them- 
selves as  they  may  think  proper,  and  as  may  be  of  interest  to 
their  brethren  of  the  Society. 

Having  a  fraternal  feeling  for,  and  honoring  the  glorious 
efforts  of,  our  brothers  in  arms  belonging  to  other  armies  who 
have  shared  with  us  the  service  of  saving  our  Government,  the 
President  and  either  of  the  Vice-Presidents  shall  be  authorized  to 
invite  the  attendance  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  armies 
at  airy  of  our  annual  meetings. 


166  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


hereafter  apply  to  the  suffering  families  of  those  members  of  the 
Soeiety  who  may,  in  the  future,  be  called  hence,  and  the  welfare 
of  the  soldier's  widow  and  orphan  shall  forever  be  a  holy  trust  in 
the  hands  of  his  surviving  comrades. 


AETICLE    III. 

For  the  purpose  of  effecting  these  objects  the  Society  shall  be 
organized  by  the  annual  election  of  a  President,  and  a  Vice-Pres- 
ident from  each  State  having  soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land (to  be  nominated  by  members  from  the  several  States),  a  Cor- 
responding Secretary,  a  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Society  shall  meet  once  in  every  year;  the  time  and 
place  of  the  next  meeting  to  be  selected  by  ballot  at  each  meet- 
ing. All  members  of  the  Society  who  are  prevented  by  any  cause 
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BY-LAWS. 

I.  All  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  opened  by  prayer  to 
Almighty  God  by  a  former  chaplain  of  the  army,  or  by  a  minister 
of  the  gospel,  to  be  selected  for  the  occasion  by  the  President  of 
the  Society. 

II.  Every  officer  and  soldier  desiring  to  become  a  member 
of  this  Society  shall,  upon  signing  the  Constitution,  pay  to  the 
Treasurer  the  sum  of  five  dollars  as  an  initiation  fee,  and  there- 
after the  like  sum  of  five  dollars  per  annum,  as  yearly  dues;  and 
shall  thereupon  bo  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society,  when  published,  free  of  charge. 

III.  Any  member  who  shall  be  in  arrears  for  dues  for  a 
period  of  two  years  shall  have  his  name  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

IY.  All  moneys  paid  out  by  the  Treasurer  shall  be  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  Recording  Secretary,  approved  by  the  written 
consent  of  the  President;  and  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  the  Treasurer  shall  make  a  full  report  of  his  receipts  and 
disbursements. 

V.  "When  the  place  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  this  So- 
ciety shall  be  decided  upon,  the  President  shall  appoint  an  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  three  (3)  members,  resident  at  such  place,  or 
contiguous  thereto,  whose  duty  it  shalll  be  to  make  all  needful 
preparations  and  arrangements  for  such  meeting. 

VI.  That  prior  to  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Society,  at 
such  annual  meeting  thereof,  the  President  shaU  appoint  a  coin,-. 
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mittee  of  three  members,  resident  of  the  city  in  which  such  meet- 
ing shall  be,  and  not  officers  of  the  Society,  as  a  committee  on 
bills  and  claims,  and  to  such  committee  all  claims  against  the 
Society,  of  whatever  character,  should  be  referred  for  investiga- 
tion and  allowance  before  being  paid. 

VII.  No  member  of  the  Society  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  any  question  of  business,  and  no  longer  than  five  minutes 
without  the  consent  of  the  Society  first  obtained. 

VIII.  At  each  annual  meeting  there  shall  be  selected,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Society  shall  determine,  from  the  members  of  the 
Society,  a  person  to  deliver  an  address  upon  the  history  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  the  objects  of  the  Society,  at  the 
next  annual  meeting. 

IX.  Cushing's  Manual  of  Parliamentary  Law  shall  be  author- 
ity for  the  government  and  regulation  of  all  meetings  of  this 
Society. 
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